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PULPIT  panic:  the  united  church  plays  it  safe,  a  REPORT  BY  GILLIAN  RODGERSON,  P  7 
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LETTERS 


Uptight  Tristan;  pooped-out  Batman 


As  a  comicbook  writer,  I  very  much  en- 
joyed Brad  Fraser's  article,  "Coming 
Out  in  the  Comics"  (TBP,  July /August), 
and  thought  I'd  throw  in  my  two-cents 
worth  on  a  couple  of  the  issues  under 
discussion  (totalling,  I  guess,  four 
cents). 

On  the  matter  of  Batman:  I  am  the 
writer  and  the  editor  of  Batman  and  the 
Outsiders,  which  spotlights  Batman  as 
the  leader  of  a  team  of  superheroes.  It  is 
my  opinion  (as  well  as  that  of  Denny 
O'Neil,  one  of  the  most  acclaimed  of  the 
Batman  writers)  that  Batman  has  been 
permanently  traumatized  by  witnessing 
the  shooting  murder  of  his  parents  at  the 
age  of  eight.  This  incident  not  only 
caused  him  to  become  Batman,  but  also 
caused  —  and  causes  —  him  to  devote 
every  erg  of  his  energy  to  his  fight 
against  crime  (which  is,  of  course,  noth- 
ing more  than  a  vain  attempt  to  avenge 
the  death  of  his  parents).  Under  those 
circumstances,  the  poor  guy  has  no 
energy  left  for  sex  of  any  sort,  gay  or 
straight.  Not  a  particularly  happy  char- 
acter, but  a  very  complex  and  intriguing 
one. 

On  the  matter  of  Camelot  3000  and 
the  Tristan /Isolde  couple:  I  am  also  the 
writer  and  co-creator  of  Camelot  3000, 
and  must  attribute  the  initial  inspiration 
to  artist  /co-creator  Brian  Bolland. 
During  several  transatlantic  telephone 
calls,  Brian  and  I  had  developed  the 
character  of  Tristan  (a  male  knight  rein- 
carnated as  a  woman);  then  Brian  one 
day  suggested  that  if  we  have  a  Tristan, 
we  ought  to  have  an  Isolde.  However, 
we  both  thought  it  would  be  too  easy  to 
have  Isolde  reincarnated  as  a  man,  so  we 
took  the  hard  way  out,  and  comic  his- 
tory was  made. 

However,  in  commenting  on  the  Tris- 
tan/Isolde relationship,  Brad  Fraser  re- 


marks: "Apparently,  in  the  year  3000 
lesbian  love  is  as  radical  an  issue  as  it  is 
for  many  people  now.  What  a  shame." 
They  key  word  there  is  apparently. 
Isolde  is  perfectly  willing  to  love  Tristan 
in  her  current  physical  state;  the  only 
characters  who  find  this  unacceptable 
are  Squire  Tom  Prentice,  who  believes 
himself  to  be  in  love  with  Tristan,  and 
Tristan  herself,  who  will  not  let  go  of  her 
lost  masculinity  and  accept  herself  as  a 
woman.  Tristan's  refusal  to  come  to 
terms  with  her  body  is  the  only  real 
stumbling  block  here,  but  this  is  clearly 
pictured  as  her  problem,  not  one  of  the 
society  of  the  year  3000.  (For  better  or 
worse,  we  haven't  seen  enough  of  soci- 
ety in  the  year  3000  to  know  if  others 
would  disapprove  or  not.) 

But  there's  many  a  slip  twixt  the  cup 
and  the  labia,  and  issue  12,  the  last,  may 
hold  some  pleasant  surprises.  At  any 
rate,  I  would  be  interested  in  reading 
Mr  Fraser's  reaction  after  he  has  read 
issue  12. 
Mike  WBarr 
Jackson  Heights,  New  York 


Correction 


In  our  September  issue,  photos  from 
Vancouver's  gay  and  lesbian  pride 
celebrations  were  credited  to  Hoddy 
Allan.  Hoddy  has  written  us  saying  that 
as  much  as  he  appreciated  the  mention, 
"I'm  afraid  it  must  be  considered  ill- 
gotten  gain."  The  photographs  were  ac- 
tually taken  by  Brett  Johnson. 
Our  apologies  to  both. 


Hey!  Where  are  all  those  letters?!  Send 
yours.  The  address  is:  Letters,  The  Body 
Politic,  Box  7289,  StnA,  Toronto,  ON 
M5W 1X9. 
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AND  CLEVER. 

Put  together  with  intelligence  and  craft." 
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Another  Country  With  Rupert  Everett.  Colin  Firth  Music  by  Michael  Storey 

Director  of  Photography  Peter  Bizkxi  B  S  C    Executive  Producers  Robert  Fox  and 

Mian  Seymour  Screenplay  by  Mian  Mitchell  based  on  his  original  play 

Produced  by  Alan  Marshall  Directed  by  Marek  Kanievska 


Subject  to  classification— Theatres  Branch,  Ont. 
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cottages  with  private  guest  accommodations.  Pool,  Jacuzzi,  Health 
Cluh,  Restaurant  and  Bar.    Across  from  the  Hemingway  House. 
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who  keep  the  air  buzzing 

with  conversation  thaf  s  casual 

maybe  a  little  crazy 

and  always  fun. 
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In  the  lane  behind  Crispins,  Toronto  (416)  977-9955 


THE  NEWS 


The  United  Church  plays  it  safe.  Gillian  Rodgerson  reports  from  Manitoba 

"Ordination  is  not  a  human  right" 


On  St  Valentine's  Day,  1982,  Mandy 
Cheramie  walked  into  a  a  Loui- 
siana church  a  lesbian  and  walked 
out  convinced  that,  unless  she 
became  a  heterosexual,  she  would 
be  dead  within  a  year. 

Last  October,  Christine  Waymark,  a 
student  at  the  Vancouver  School  of  Theo- 
logy and  an  accepted  candidate  for  the 
ministry  of  the  United  Church,  was  told 
by  her  committee  that  there  were  rumours 
she  was  a  lesbian.  She  saw  three  options: 
to  lie,  but  "what  kind  of  ministry  is  based 
on  a  lie?";  to  say  it  was  none  of  their  bus- 
iness, but  she  "didn't  want  to  be  unco- 
operative"; or  to  tell  the  truth,  which  she 
did.  After  a  45-minute  discussion,  she 
was  dropped  as  a  candidate  for  the 
ministry. 

• 
Mandy  Cheramie  and  two  other  "ex- 
gays,"  Terry  Watson  and  Andy  Koornstra 
(see  box  below),  attended  the  United 
Church  General  Council  meeting  held 
August  7  to  16  in  Morden,  Manitoba. 
(The  Council  is  the  highest  legislative 
body  of  the  church,  and  is  made  up  of 
delegates  called  "commissioners.")  The 
ex-gays  were  guests  of  the  United  Church 
Renewal  Fellowship,  a  fundamentalist 
group  within  the  United  Church. 

Christine  Waymark  was  at  the  Council 
meeting,  too,  but  as  a  member  of  Affirm, 
along  with  Bill  Siksay,  another  candidate 
for  the  ministry,  and  Eilert  Frerichs,  the 
United  Church  chaplain  at  Hart  House, 
University  of  Toronto.  Affirm  is  the 
organization  of  lesbians  and  gays  in  the 
United  Church. 

The  optimism  that  attended  the  found- 
ing of  Affirm  two  years  ago  will  be  hard 
to  maintain  after  the  events  of  this  year's 
General  Council.  The  most  explosive  item 
on  the  agenda  was  a  report  sponsored  by 
the  church's  Division  of  Ministry,  Per- 
sonnel and  Education  (MP&E)  on  the  or- 
dination and  commissioning  of  "self- 
declared  homosexual  persons." 

MP&E  had  in  the  past  received  several 
letters  from  church  conferences  (geogra- 
phical groupings  of  congregations)  asking 
for  guidance  in  making  decisions  about 
the  ordination  of  self-declared  gay  candi- 
dates for  the  ministry.  The  present  policy 
requires  "mental,  moral,  physical  and 
spiritual  fitness"  of  all  candidates,  but 
the  interpretation  of  these  criteria  is  left 
completely  to  the  discretion  of  the  com- 
mittees in  each  conference  that  are  res- 
ponsible for  interviewing  and  approving 
candidates  for  the  ministry. 

In  March  of  1982,  the  Executive  of 
General  Council  passed  a  motion  giving 
MP&E  a  mandate  to  form  a  task  group  to 
develop  guidelines  for  the  church.  They 
met  with  congregations,  provincial  hu- 
man rights  groups,  representatives  from 
other  denominations,  educational  and 
student  committees  and  ethical,  Biblical 
and  theological  scholars. 

The  task  group  also  met  with  people 
from  the  United  Church  Renewal  Fellow- 
ship, and  people  from  Affirm.  The  Rev- 
erend Robert  Stobie,  one  of  the  report's 
authors,  said  Affirm  members  impressed 
the  task  group  by  their  "love  for  the 
church  in  the  face  of  intense  misunder- 
standing, abuse  and  injury." 

After  "due  study,  consultation  and 
prayer,"  the  task  group  arrived  at  a 


Fighting  fear:  Affirm's  Brian  Burke,  Robin  Rennie,  Eilert  Frerichs,  Christine  Waymark,  Bill  Siksay 


"unanimity  of  opinion  that  they  could 
never  have  anticipated."  The  principal 
conclusion  of  the  report:  "In  and  of 
itself,  sexual  orientation  should  not  be  a 
factor  determining  membership  in  the 
order  of  ministry  in  the  United  Church  of 
Canada." 

The  report  was  accepted  by  MP&E  and 
released  on  March  29,  1984,  unleashing  a 
storm  of  publicity.  More  than  2,000  let- 
ters were  received  by  the  church  and  by 
the  United  Church  Observer,  an  indepen- 
dent magazine  that  chronicles  the  activi- 
ties of  the  church.  Although  some  were 
positive,  MP&E  secretary  Dr  Anne  Squire 
characterized  many  of  them  as  "punitive, 
judgmental  and  full  of  hate." 

By  August  7,  when  the  commissioners 


assembled  in  the  hockey  arena  in  Mor- 
den, it  seemed  the  battle  lines  had  been 
drawn.  And  things  didn't  look  promising. 
The  first  short  meeting  of  people  who 
supported  the  report  was  held  in  a  class- 
room in  Morden  High  School.  Written  in 
chalk  on  a  bulletin  board  were  the  words: 
"Boy  George  SUCKS.  Anyone  who  likes 
him  is  a  homosexual."  Maybe  not  an 
omen,  but  hardly  encouraging. 

• 
Morden,  home  of  a  famous  "Corn  and 
Apple  Festival"  and  a  huge  Tupperware 
plant,  is  a  conservative  town,  and  is  per- 
haps more  representative  of  the  constit- 
uency served  by  the  United  Church  of 
Canada  than  its  more  liberal  urban  con- 
gregations might  be.  Many  buisinesses  in 


Morden  displayed  signs  welcoming  dele- 
gates to  the  Council,  but  we  discovered 
that  the  feeling  wasn't  unanimous.  Not 
because  the  town  museum  and  the  sports 
complex  had  been  taken  over  by  the 
church  meeting,  and  not  because  the  local 
Dead  Horse  bar  was  jammed  to  capacity 
on  nights  when  the  regular  patrons 
wanted  to  watch  the  Olympics  on  the 
tavern's  wide-screen  TV  —  but  because 
of  the  knowledge  that  the  church  was  ac- 
tually considering  the  ordination  of  gay 
people. 

• 
Affirm  had  established  three  goals  for  the 
General  Council  meeting:  adoption  of  the 
MP&E  report;  status  as  corresponding 
members  of  the  Council,  a  position  that 
would  have  allowed  Affirm  members  to 
speak  on  the  floor  during  the  debate,  but 
not  to  vote;  and  recognition  of  Affirm  as 
an  official  group  in  the  United  Church. 
By  the  end  of  the  Council,  none  of  these 
goals  had  been  achieved. 

Before  the  meeting,  Affirm  had  re- 
quested corresponding  membership  for 
two  of  its  members  and  was  turned  down. 
This  was  a  blow  because  it  meant,  as  far 
as  they  knew,  that  no  openly  gay  person 
would  be  able  to  address  the  Council 
meeting.  Members  of  Affirm  were  able  to 
speak  to  commissioners  individually  at  an 
information  table  in  a  tent  adjacent  to  the 
main  meeting  hall,  shared  with  a  peace 
group,  a  group  studying  the  status  of 
women  in  the  church  and  a  group  of 
Native  people.  They  also  held  two  lunch- 
time  information  forums. 

After  a  meeting  of  report  supporters 
held  the  first  night,  it  began  to  seem  to  me 
that  Kurt  Hiller  was  right:  "The  libera- 
tion of  homosexuals  can  only  be  the  work 
of  homosexuals  themselves."  It  was  frus- 


Getting  ex 

Born-again  ex-gays  find 
salvation  from  promiscuity, 
drugs  —  and  lovers 


It's  been  two  years  since  Mandy  Chera- 
mie's  conversion,  and  now  she's  involved 
in  a  relationship  with  a  man,  a  relationship 
that  she  says  "centres  around  God's 
word."  She's  looking  forward  to  getting 
married  someday  and  having  children, 
when  God  finds  her  the  right  man. 

Two  and  a  half  years  ago,  Mandy  lived 
in  Cut-Off,  Louisiana  with  her  lover.  They 
were  "prosperous,"  had  a  house  and  a  car. 
"We  were  like  socialites,"  she  says,  but 
"God's  in  the  de-throning  business." 
"Life  was  pretty  good,"  but  something 
was  missing.  Between  Mandy  and  her 
lover  "there  rose  a  void  within  us,  a  void 
in  our  lives." 

She  prayed,  demanding  that  God  prove 
to  her  that  she  was  living  in  sin.  On  the  day 
she  walked  into  the  church,  she  says,  she 
"did  everything  in  her  power"  not  to  go 
in,  but  God  found  her  and  spoke  to  her 
through  a  woman  she  had  never  met 
before.  The  woman  told  her  the  story  of 
Sodom  and  Gomorrah  and  said  that,  like 
Lot's  wife,  if  she  turned  back  to  her  old 
ways,  her  life  would  be  cut  short. 


"The  little  girlfriend's  gotta  go,  the 
homosexual  habit  with  the  tendencies  got- 
ta go,  I  want  life,"  she  decided.  And,  with 
that  decision,  she  claims,  "the  bands  of 
darkness  had  been  lifted,  the  blinders 
lifted  from  my  eyes.  My  spirit  became  alive 
to  Jesus  Christ." 

She  went  home  and  told  her  lover  what 
had  happened  and  that  they'd  have  to 
part.  "Hey,  you  gotta  split,  Jack.  You 
haftago." 

Mandy  is  trying  now  to  "line  up  her 
feelings  and  emotions  with  God's  word." 
She's  convinced  that  she's  overcome  her 
sexual  orientation.  It  was  harder  to  come 
out  at  first  as  a  lesbian.  She  always  be- 
lieved it  was  the  other  person's  problem 
when  they  wouldn't  accept  her  as  a  les- 
bian. Now  she  says  she  sees  that  it  was  her 
problem  all  along. 

Andy  Koornstra  works  with  an  evangel- 
ical organization  in  Brantford,  Ontario. 
He  confesses  that  there  are  still  times  when 
thoughts  of  sex  with  men  pop  into  his 
head,  but  he  is  able  to  cast  them  down.  To 
which  his  wife  Cheryl,  an  agressively 
feminine  blonde  woman  who  acts  as  a  one- 
person  Greek  chorus,  murmuring  "Amen, 
amen"  or  "Uh-huh,"  when  he  preaches, 
nods  her  enthusiastic  assent. 

When  Cheryl  and  Andy  first  met,  she 
says  "he  was  just  so  gay."  She  wasn't  at- 
tracted to  him  in  the  least.  She  flops  her 
wrist  as  she  says  this  but,  she  says,  "the 
more  he  stepped  in  the  Word,  those  man- 


nerisms dropped  away." 

Andy  Koornstra  had  a  drug  problem 
when  he  was  gay.  The  picture  he  paints  of 
the  gay  community  in  Toronto  is  one  that 
seems  to  be  popular  with  those  people  who 
worry  about  the  "life-style"  of  gay  minis- 
ters. He  says  of  the  people  he  met  in  dis- 
cos, "I  saw  depression  and  oppression  in 
their  hearts."  He  says  he  tried  every  "sexu- 
al perversion"  going.  But  he  felt  some- 
thing was  missing.  When  his  parents  were 
"born  again,"  it  made  him  think. 

In  his  search  for  a  change,  he  consulted 
psychiatrists  and  ministers.  He  says  one 
counsellor  told  him  he  just  needed  to  find 
a  masculine  woman,  "maybe  with  a  little 
moustache."  But,  he  believes  it  wasn't  un- 
til he  accepted  Christ  that  he  was  able  to 
change. 

"The  whole  ex-gay  movement  is  based 
on  a  couple  of  misconceptions,"  says  Bill 
Siksay,  a  gay  candidate  for  the  ministry. 
"The  issue  of  life-style  is  divorced  from 
sexual  orientation.  A  lot  of  tx-gays  talk 
about  drug  and  alcohol  abuse,  rampant 
promiscuity.  These  things  have  caused 
problems  in  their  lives  and  they  needed  to 
take  action.  So  they  swing  radically  to  het- 
erosexuality,  the  whole  marriage  package. 
It  offers  a  lot  of  rules  and  structures." 

Bill  goes  on  to  say  that  ex-gay  pro- 
grammes often  encourage  cdibacj .  He 
thinks  celibacy  a  ■  "gift  from  God.  Not 
something  you  can  require  of  people." ' 
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Furniture  Facte:  Stain-repellent  finishes-Scotchgard  is  only 
one-are  designed  to  aid  t&pkt  cleaning  of  spills.  Once  dried  and 
hardened,  any  splotch  is  difficult  to  remove  from  furniture.  So 
use  your  bed.  Sheets  are  easier  to  launder  than  sofas. 
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trating  to  listen  to  liberal,  well-meaning, 
heterosexual  people  telling  Affirm  mem- 
bers that  perhaps  it  would  be  politically 
advantageous,  after  all,  for  them  to  re- 
main silent  during  the  debate  and  allow 
their  supporters  on  the  floor  to  defend 
their  case.  There  was  concern  that  Affirm 
would  seem  to  be  trying  to  force  the  issue. 
They  didn't  want  to  be  seen  as  an  aggres- 
sive lobbying  group. 

• 
If  Affirm  was  diffident  about  lobbying, 
the  United  Church  Renewal  Fellowship 
was  not.  The  ex-gays  spent  a  lot  of  time  in 
the  tent,  telling  people  who  seemed  in- 
terested in  Affirm' s  book  display  that 
they  really  should  listen  to  "the  other  side 
that  isn't  being  heard."  By  the  other  side, 
they  were  referring  to  themselves,  but  you 
couldn't  avoid  hearing  them. 

The  presence  of  the  ex-gays  served  ef- 
fectively to  skew  the  debate  at  Council 
from  the  beginning.  They  provided  the 
means  by  which  people  who  were  against 
the  report  could  justify  their  position,  yet 
still  maintain  that  they  were  not  being 
homophobic.  If  gay  people  can  be 
"healed"  by  prayer  and  the  power  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  they  reasoned,  then  surely 
the  church  has  a  responsibility  to  show 
love  for  gay  people  by  helping  them  to  be 
healed.  The  example  of  people  who  said 
they  had  been  gay  but  were  now  hetero- 
sexual proved  to  some  people  what  they 
wanted  to  believe  all  along:  that  homo- 
sexuality is  a  chosen  perversion,  a  sin  that 
gay  people  choose  to  commit  because 
they  are  too  weak  to  resist  temptation. 

But  even  if  ex-gays  do  refute  the 
assumption  that  sexual  orientation  is  as 
integral  and  unchangeable  as  eye  colour, 
is  this  any  reason  to  insist  that  everyone 
who  is  gay  ought  to  change?  People  may 
be  born  and  baptised  into  Christianity, 
for  example,  but  religious  beliefs  are 
sometimes  chosen,  always  learned. 

At  bottom,  the  issue  was  one  of  "life- 
style." Many  congregations  had  com- 
plained that  they  couldn't  make  a  decis- 
ion about  ordination  for  gay  people  be- 
cause they  didn't  know  enough  about  ho- 
mosexuality. Members  of  Affirm  had 
worked  hard  over  the  last  two  years,  try- 
ing to  answer  questions  and  allay  fears, 
but  many  commissioners  seemed  to  pre- 
fer the  picture  painted  by  the  ex-gays  of 
their  former  lives:  one  long,  empty  orgy 
of  sex,  drugs  and  disco. 

It's  true  that  the  lives  of  most  gay 
people  lie  somewhere  in  between  mono- 
gamous relationships  in  the  context  of 
Christian  moral  values  and  the  visions  of 
Sodom  and  Gomorrah  with  which  much 
of  the  straight  world  titillates  itself.  But 
though  it's  not  even  reality  for  most  of 
the  straight  world,  committed  monogamy 
is  still  seen  as  the  Christian  ideal.  Affirm 
can't  afford  to  address  publicly  the  varied 
ways  in  which  gay  people  relate  to  each 
other,  socially  and  sexually.  This  is  un- 
derstandable, but  sooner  or  later  they  will 
have  to  deal  with  this,  and  that  will  be 
difficult  if  the  church  has  allowed  itself  to 
believe  that  the  only  difference  between 
gay  people  and  straight  people  is  what 
they  do  in  bed. 

Some  commissioners  seemed  willing  to 
accept  the  ordination  of  gay  people  but 
not  the  "practice  of  homosexuality." 
They  would  allow  gay  people  to  be  or- 
dained if  they  promised  to  remain  celi- 
bate. Some  people  objected  to  the  idea  of 
gay  ministers  sharing  their  manses  with 
sexual  partners  to  whom  they  are  not 
married,  yet  they  were  not  prepared  to  in- 
stitute any  kind  of  official  recognition  of 
gay  relationships.  A  gay  minister  in  rural 
Ontario  who  went  through  a  "holy 
union"  with  his  lover  was  ostracized  by 
his  congregation. 

The  Reverend  Hilary  Scrutton,  a  recent 
ordinand  now  serving  in  Madoc,  Ontario, 


"At  bottom,  the  issue 
was  one  of  'life-style/ 
Members  of  Affirm 
had  worked  hard  over 
the  last  two  years, 
trying  to  answer 
questions  and  allay 
fears,  but  many  com- 
missioners seemed  to 
prefer  the  picture 
painted  by  the  ex-gays 
of  their  former  lives: 
one  long,  empty  orgy 
of  sex,  drugs  and 
disco/' 


pointed  out  at  one  of  the  forums  that, 
however  she  feels  about  it  personally,  she 
can't  invite  her  boyfriend  to  stay  all  night 
at  the  manse  because  her  congregation 
would  be  offended.  She  maintains  that 
people  must  make  sacrifices,  give  up 
things  for  their  ministry. 

To  this,  Christine  Waymark  replies: 
"Gay  people  are  being  asked  to  choose 
between  relationships  and  church  com- 
munity, between  human  companionship 
and  love  of  the  church.  Don't  ask  me  to 
choose." 

• 
Christine  Waymark  and  her  lover  Robin 
Rennie  live  with  Christine's  four  children. 
One  of  their  daughters,  Karen,  who  is  17, 
was  a  delegate  to  the  Youth  Forum  that 
was  meeting  at  the  same  time  as  the  Gen- 
eral Council.  Youth  Forum  members  sat 
with  commissioners  on  the  Council  floor, 
but  were  not  allowed  to  vote  or  to  address 
the  meeting.  They  invited  Christine  and 
Robin  to  talk  to  them. 

Susan  Tillsley,  a  youth  delegate  from 
Truro,  Nova  Scotia,  earnestly  wanted  her 
church  to  make  the  right  decision. 
"We're  trying  to  decide  people's  lives 
here,  not  just  an  amendment  to  an 
amendment,"  she  told  me.  On  the  ques- 
tion of  whether  being  gay  is  a  sin,  she 
said,  "I  find  it's  vague  in  the  Bible.  For 
me,  it's  always  been  that  a  sin  is  when  you 
know  it's  bad  and  you  do  it  anyway." 
When  I  asked  her  how  she  felt  about  the 
reactions  of  some  of  the  adult  commis- 
sioners, she  said,  "It  hurts.  You  can  see 
your  elders,  people  you're  supposed  to  re- 
spect, and  you  do,  and  they're  unable  to 
see  new  views.  We  all  have  a  lot  to  learn." 

But  not  all  the  youth  delegates  were  as 
enthusiastic  as  Susan.  A  quiet  girl  named 
Cynthia  joined  our  group  after  I  had 
identified  myself  as  a  reporter  from  a  gay 
newspaper.  There  was  acute  embarrass- 
ment on  the  part  of  the  other  kids  when 
she  said,  "When  I  think  about  what  they 
actually  do,  I  think  'Oooh,  gross!' "  Cyn- 
thia didn't  know  exactly  where  or  what 
the  Bible  said  about  it,  but  she  believed  it 
said  that  being  gay  is  wrong. 

• 
The  retiring  Moderator  of  the  United 
Church,  the  Right  Reverend  Clarke  Mac- 
Donald,  had  said  all  along  that  it  would 
be  inappropriate  for  him  to  take  sides  on 
the  report  before  it  was  discussed  on  the 
Council  floor.  But  in  his  farewell  address, 
he  revealed  his  opinions  on  the  subject. 

He  pointed  out  that  he  was  one  of  the 
people  who  had  drafted  the  church's 
position  on  the  human  rights  of  gay 
people.  But...  he  went  on  to  say  that 
"Ordination  is  not  a  'human  right.'  It  is 

continued  on  page  38 
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CENSORSHIP 


Customs:  first  the  pictures,  now  the  words 


Imported  sex  magazines,  a  category  that 
includes  virtually  every  lesbian  and  gay 
male  erotic  publication  available  in  this 
country,  face  a  new  wave  of  censorship 
because  of  changes  of  policy  in  the  ap- 
plication of  the  Customs  Tariff  Act. 

Item  99201-1  of  the  Act  prohibits  the 
entry  into  Canada  of  material  classified 
by  Canada  Customs  as  immoral  or  inde- 
cent. This  year,  it's  been  used  twice 
against  gay  erotica  in  ways  that  indicate 
the  provision  is  being  applied  more 
widely. 

In  what  appeared  to  be  an  isolated  in- 
cidence of  excess  last  winter,  Canada 
Customs  officials  told  the  publishers  of 
Torso,  a  glossy,  US-based  sexually  ex- 
plicit magazine,  that  the  Canadian  edi- 
tion of  its  February  issue  would  be 
classified  as  immoral  or  indecent  and 
denied  entry  unless  they  removed  a  one- 
page  ad  and  an  entire  story.  (Like  most 
such  magazines,  Torso  prints  its  Cana- 
dian edition  in  the  US  and  simply  ships 
the  finished  magazines  to  its  Canadian 
distributor.)  Although  Customs  had  re- 
quired that  the  occasional  black  dot  be 
printed  over  photographs  before,  this 
was  the  first  time  Torso  had  been  advis- 
ed that  text  could  classify  it  as  immoral 
or  indecent.  When  the  Canadian  edition 
of  the  issue  appeared,  it  had  the  word 
CENSORED  printed  across  the  blank 
pages  where  the  ad  and  story  would  have 
been. 

Now  the  publishers  of  First  Hand,  a 
small,  TV-Guide-s\ze  periodical  contain- 
ing letters,  short  stories  and  unexplicit 
drawings  —  no  photographs  —  report 
that  both  the  September  and  October 
issues  of  the  magazine  have  been  clas- 
sified as  immoral  or  indecent.  As  well, 
The  Best  of  First  Hand  Letters,  an  an- 
thology of  material  published  in  issues 
of  First  Hand  that  have  already  been 
permitted  entry  into  Canada,  has  also 
been  so  classified.  As  a  result,  First 
Hand  has  discontinued  its  shipments  to 
this  country. 

Andr6  Lachance,  manager  of  Canada 
Customs'  five-person  Prohibited  Impor- 
tations Unit  in  Ottawa,  couldn't  explain 
what  made  the  three  magazines  immoral 
or  indecent.  His  office  could  find  neither 
the  sample  copies  sent  by  the  publishers 
nor  the  files  on  the  decisions. 

He  did,  however,  suggest  that  the 
magazines  had  been  condemned  because 
the  content  was  "just  individuals  ex- 
pressing sexual  adventures"  with  "no 
redeeming  features."  When  he  was  told 
that  the  September  issue  carried  a 
12-page  article  about  AIDS,  Lachance 
indicated  that  simply  wasn't  redeeming 
enough.  (About  20  per  cent  of  each 
1 30-page  issue  consists  of  medical  and 
other  kinds  of  advice  or  news.) 

Alex  Getty,  director  of  the  Prohibited 
Importations  and  Administrative  Ser- 
vices Directorate  which  oversees  La- 
chance's  unit,  later  found  the  files  and 
confirmed  that  all  three  issues  had  been 
condemned  for  having  "virtually  ex- 
clusively hard-core  fictional  text"  show- 
ing "undue  exploitation  of  sex  contain- 
ing no  other  redeeming  features." 

Lachance  says  that  the  fact  that  First 
Hand  was  being  cleared  by  local  customs 
officials  in  Ontario,  where  the 
magazine's  Canadian  distributor  is  lo- 
cated, only  came  to  his  attention  a  few 
months  ago.  That's  how  he  explains  the 
apparent  inconsistency  in  admitting 
issues  of  First  Hand  while  excluding  an 
anthology  of  the  same  issues.  Lachance 


aims  to  centralize  all  such  decisions  in 
his  Ottawa  office  in  order  to  secure 
uniformity  across  Canada. 

According  to  Lachance,  the  Pro- 
hibited Importations  Unit  is  shifting  its 
attention  from  pictures  to  words,  partly 
because  of  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
"letters"  magazines  —  like  First  Hand 
or  Penthouse  Forum  —  coming  into  the 
country.  But  he  also  suggested  that  a 
trend  in  court  decisions  toward  an  in- 
creasingly liberal  evaluation  of  photo- 
graphs, has  forced  him  to  examine  text 
more  closely. 

Getty,  however,  says  "senior  manage- 
ment" is  responsible  for  the  move  to- 
ward classifying  the  written  word  as  im- 
moral or  indecent. 

According  to  First  Hand  editor  Bran- 
don Judell,  about  14,000  copies  of  the 
magazine's  print  run  of  75,000  had  been 
coming  into  Canada,  accounting  for 
about  20  percent  of  its  market.  Now  that 
he  doesn't  have  to  take  Canada  Customs 
into  account,  Judell  feels  he  can  regain 
the  lost  circulation  in  the  US  market  by 
using  "rougher"  art-work. 

First  Hand  didn't  appeal  the  Customs 
decisions.  Publisher  Lou  Rosen  says, 
"It's  not  our  country.  We  don't  want  to 
get  involved  in  politics  there."  He  cites 
court  costs  and  opines  that  Penthouse 
Forum  still  gets  into  Canada  because 
Canada  Customs  knows  the  magazine 
has  the  money  to  fight  and  win  in  court. 

He  did  say  First  Hand  would  be  will- 
ing to  contribute  financially  if  someone 
in  Canada  challenges  the  constitutionali- 
ty of  Customs  Tariff  Item  99201-1. 

Ken  Popi-rt 


EDUCATION 


Fag  and  dyke  psychs 
get  association  nod 

TORONTO  —  Lesbians  and  gay  men 
now  have  an  official  voice  in  North 
America's  largest  association  of 
psychologists. 

At  its  annual  convention  held  here  this 
August,  the  American  Psychological  As- 


sociation (APA)  voted  to  admit  the  As- 
sociation of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Psycholo- 
gists (ALGP)  as  a  new  member  group. 

The  ALGP's  first  objective  is  to  edu- 
cate their  profession,  replacing  psychol- 
ogy's traditional  assumptions  and  prej- 
udices about  lesbians  and  gay  men  with 
a  more  realistic  and  constructive  view  of 
gay  people.  They  advocate  the  elimina- 
tion of  "the  homosexual"  as  a  clinical 
category,  and  an  improved  understand- 
ing of  sexual  diversity.  The  ALGP  will 
also  work  to  create  a  greater  awareness 
among  psychologists  of  the  social,  politi- 
cal, economic  and  religious  oppression 
of  gay  men  and  women.  They  expect  to 
bring  about  changes  by  publishing  aca- 
demic papers,  and  by  maintaining  a 
strong  presence  in  the  psychologists  as- 
sociation. ALGP  sees  possible  involve- 
ment in  the  APA's  committee  on  gradu- 
ate education  as  particularly  valuable  — 
if  psychology  students  get  the  right 
message  to  begin  with,  there  will  be  less 
need  to  "re-educate"  psychologists. 

In  addition  to  its  involvement  with  the 
APA,  ALGP  is  working  on  the  develop- 
ment of  a  media-watch  committee  to 
look  out  for  misinformation  and  homo- 
phobia presented  in  the  press  as  psych- 
ological fact,  and  to  issue  immediate 
responses  and  corrections. 

Lee  Waldorf  □ 

City  schools  to  get 
teen  sex-ed  show 

TORONTO  —  Ten  teenagers  were  paid 
to  spend  this  summer  talking  about  sex. 

A  group  of  highschool  students,  from 
15  to  18  years  of  age,  were  hired  by  the 
city's  health  department  with  a  $23,000 
grant  from  the  Summer  Canada  Works 
Programme  to  prepare  STARR  —  Stu- 
dents Talking  About  Responsible  Rela- 
tionships —  for  presentation  in  high- 
schools  this  fall. 

The  project  produced  a  series  of  skits 
about  such  subjects  as  prejudice,  birth 
control,  rape,  pregnancy,  incest,  divorce 
and  homosexuality.  Performers  were 
coached  by  actress  Wanda  Buchanan 
and  scripts  were  written  with  the  help  of 
sexuality  educator  Debbie  Foster.  They 
follow  some  basic  principles  suggested 
by  the  Board  of  Health:  that  the  sexuali- 
ty of  others  deserves  respect,  that  virgin- 
ity is  okay  and  that  coercion  is  not. 

The  gay  sections  of  the  programme 
consist  of  a  lesbian  coming-out  scene,  a 
queer-bashing  incident  in  a  highschool 
and  advice  about  visiting  the  VD  clinic  if 
you  have  had  gay  sex.  Ann  Moon,  publi- 
city co-ordinator  for  STARR,  said  there 


On  the  offensive!  Members  of  the  Association  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Psychologists  (with  bound 
copies  of  The  Journal  of  Homosexuality);  centre,  Lambda  Business  Council  president  Isabel 
Smyth,  who  organized  tours  and  events  for  ALGP  members  during  their  Toronto  convention 
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was,"  a  great  deal  of  uneasiness"among 
project  participants  about  homosexual- 
ity, but  their  attitudes  changed  when 
they  actually  met  lesbians  and  gay  men 
through  Hassle  Free  Clinic. 

Revisions  are  still  being  made  and  re- 
actions to  three  preview  performances 
have  been  good.  STARR  players  have 
performed  for  audiences  at  a  juvenile 
detention  centre  and  for  youth  groups. 
Moon  says  people  who  see  the  show  like 
it  because,  "it  touched  on  something 
they'd  experienced." 

The  final  preview  will  be  before  an 
audience  from  the  Board  of  Education, 
which  must  approve  the  show  before  it 
can  be  performed  in  Toronto  schools. 
Although  this  is  STARR's  third  year  and 
organizers  don't  anticipate  problems  in 
securing  the  board's  approval,  Moon  says 
they  "can't  take  anything  for  granted." 

GRG 


POLICE 


Complaints:  partners 
are  a  cop's  best  friend 


TORONTO  —  Of  758  complaints  of 
police  misconduct  disposed  of  by  the  Of- 
fice of  the  Public  Complaints  Commis- 
sioner (OPCC)  in  1983,  385  —  slightly 
more  than  half  —  included  allegations 
of  assault.  But  only  three  led  to  criminal 
charges  against  police  and  there  were  no 
convictions. 

This  information  is  contained  in  the 
OPCC's  second  annual  report,  released 
in  June. 

The  OPCC  deals  with  civilian  com- 
plaints against  Metro  Toronto  police  and, 
according  to  the  report,  "was  designed 


to  improve  police /community  relations 
by  ensuring  that  police  complaints  are 
dealt  with  openly  and  fairly." 

It  appears  from  this  report  that  part- 
ners have  replaced  dogs  in  the  man's- 
best-friend  category.  In  cases  where 
there  was  no  witness  other  than  an  ac- 
cused officer's  partner,  the  partner  had 
merely  to  testify  to  insure  the  case  was 
dismissed  for  lack  of  evidence.  Of  441 
complaints  brought  to  formal  resolu- 
tion, 314  were  thrown  out  because  of 
"insufficient  evidence  to  prove 
allegations." 

The  most  dramatic  example  of  this 
pattern  is  found  in  "the  Morrish  Road 
incident."  Metro  Police  were  called  to  a 
party  May  29, 1982  at  535  Morrish  Road 
in  Scarborough,  and  were  breaking  up 
the  very  large  crowd  when  some  cops 
began  hitting,  kicking  and  wielding  their 
clubs  as  party-goers  fled.  A  CITY-TV 


camera  crew  on  the  scene  captured  the 
entire  event  in  living  colour. 

In  sorting  out  the  many  complaints  of 
police  brutality  that  arose  from  this  inci- 
dent, the  CITY-TV  video  tape  was  viewed 
some  1 50  times.  Over  the  course  of  these 
screenings,  police  officers  were  able  to 
identify  one  another  when  they  were  not 
involved  in  controversial  activities,  and 
even  when  they  were  in  the  background 
or  had  their  backs  to  the  camera.  How- 
ever, for  some  reason,  they  were  unable 
to  identify  anyone  filmed  while  engaged 
in  acts  of  violence.  At  the  conclusion  of 
the  investigation,  no  misconduct  could 
be  attributed  to  any  particular  officer. 

Because  this  is  only  its  second  annual 
report,  the  OPCC  has  presented  it 
without  critical  analysis.  The  OPCC 
hopes  to  be  able  to  draw  more  meaning- 
ful conclusions  from  the  preparation  of 
1984's  report.  JohnMoreauD 
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UNFINISHED  BUSINESS:  THE  BA  TH  RAIDS 


Operation  Soap:  who  were  the  conspirators? 


The  angry  demonstrations  are  long  over, 
and  4Q52  buttons  have  disappeared 
from  people's  jackets  —  it's  almost 
business-as-usual  at  the  baths.  But  the 
legal  battle  over  the  1981  Toronto  bath- 
house raids  hasn't  finished  —  George 
Hislop,  Peter  Maloney,  Rick  Stenhouse, 
Jerry  Levy  and  Raymond  Diemer  will 
finally  get  to  court  this  fall  to  face  some 
of  the  most  serious  charges  laid  as  a 
result  of  the  raids. 

On  February  5,  1981,  the  police  con- 
ducted their  infamous  raids  on  the  Rich- 
mond Street  Health  Emporium,  the  Ro- 
man's Health  and  Recreation  Spa,  the 
Club  Toronto,  and  The  Barracks.  On 
June  16,  the  BackDoor  Gym  and  Sauna 
and  The  International  Steambath  were 
also  raided.  A  total  of  343  men  were 
charged,  most  as  found-ins  or  as  keepers 
of  a  common  bawdyhouse.  The  Febru- 
ary raids  produced  the  largest  Canadian 
mass-arrest  since  the  1970  invocation  of 
the  War  Measures  Act. 

The  police  attack  on  the  bathhouses, 
code-named  "Operation  Soap,"  quickly 
expanded  into  a  larger  campaign  of  pol- 
ice harassment  that  included  stepped-up 
abuse  on  the  street,  selective  enforce- 
ment of  liquor  regulations  against  gay 
bars  and  the  infiltration  of  gay  events 
and  demonstrations  by  undercover 
agents. 

The  raids  provoked  a  fierce  and  sus- 
tained reaction.  Thousands  of  people 
took  over  the  streets  in  march  after 
march.  New  organizations  and  a  new 
network,  the  Gay  Community  Council, 
sprang  up.  The  community  became 
stronger  and  more  ready  to  defend  itself 
than  ever  before. 

Hislop,  Maloney,  Stenhouse,  Levy 
and  Diemer  were  charged  in  connection 
with  The  Club  Baths  and  The  Barracks. 
Jack  Campbell,  the  founder  of,  and  a 
shareholder  in,  the  Club  Bath  Chain, 
was  charged  along  with  them,  but  aban- 
doned the  defence  of  the  baths  when  he 
pleaded  guilty  to  conspiracy  charges  and 
was  fined  $40,000.  The  remaining  five 
accused  face  charges  of  conspiring  to 
keep  a  common  bawdyhouse,  conspiring 
to  possess  funds  obtained  by  crime,  con- 
spiring to  publish,  distribute  or  circulate 
obscene  material,  and  conspiring  to  sell 
obscene  material.  Hislop,  Stenhouse  and 
Levy  are  also  charged  with  keeping  a 
common  bawdyhouse,  and  selling,  cir- 
culating or  exhibiting  obscene  material. 
Stiff  penalties  could  accompany  a  con- 


Outside  the  Club  Baths,  February  5, 1981 :  the  anger  has  faded,  but  conspiracy  charges  remain 


viction  —  conspiracy  to  profit  from  a 
crime,  for  example,  is  punishable  by  up 
to  10  years  imprisonment. 

Some  of  the  political  motivations  be- 
hind these  charges  seem  obvious.  Hislop 
and  Maloney  have  been  outspoken  crit- 
ics of  the  Toronto  police  for  years.  Pol- 
ice investigations  began  on  the  day  His- 
lop's  Ward  Six  aldermanic  campaign 
opened  its  headquarters;  Hislop  views 
the  investigations  and  charges  against 
him  as  smear  tactics. 

Maloney's  success  in  forcing  the  pol- 
ice to  present  a  detailed  budget  report  to 
Metro  Council  made  him  a  target  as 
well.  The  only  charges  against  Maloney 
are  for  conspiracy.  Conspiracy  laws  are 
vague  and  rarely  applied.  When  they  are 
put  to  use,  it's  often  because  more  sub- 
stantial charges  won't  stick.  During  the 
period  of  the  indictment,  Maloney  was 
involved  with  only  one  bath  in  a  minimal 
way,  and  so  couldn't  be  charged  as  a 
keeper.  He  ceased  to  be  a  director  of  The 
Club  in  1977;  the  only  basis  on  which 
conspiracy  charges  seem  to  have  been 
laid  is  his  10%  shareholder's  interest  in 
the  bath. 

It  seems  that  the  police  had  a  pretty 
good  idea  whom  they  wanted  to  charge 
before  they  decided  what  the  crime  was. 
When  the  charges  were  laid  against 
Hislop,  Maloney  and  the  others  in  April 
1981,  there  was  an  immediate  commun- 
ity response.  A  statement  was  issued  by 


32  gay  organizations,  condemning  the 
charges  as  "an  attempt  to  characterize 
our  leaders,  and  by  implication  the  en- 
tire community,  as  criminal." 

The  first  of  the  preliminary  hearings, 
beginning  September  24,  will  be  on  char- 
ges of  conspiracy  to  possess  funds  ob- 
tained by  crime.  A  jury  trial  is  scheduled 
for  April  1985. 

Lee  Waldorf  □ 

Council's  evaluation 
leaves  future  in  doubt 

TORONTO  —  The  future  of  the  Toron- 
to Gay  Community  Council  (TGCC)  re- 
mains uncertain  following  a  sparsely  at- 
tended evaluation  meeting  held  in  July. 
Brian  Mossop,  of  the  TGCC  co- 


ordinating committee,  requested  the 
meeting  in  a  letter  to  member  groups. 
He  cited  poor  attendance  at  monthly 
meetings  over  the  past  year  as  reason  to 
question  whether  the  Council  should  be 
suspended  until  it  is  needed  again. 

The  Council  was  founded  in  the  after- 
math of  the  1981  police  raids  on  four 
bathhouses  and  functions  as  a  forum  for 
discussion  and  cooperation  among  the 
city's  many  lesbian  and  gay  organiza- 
tions. With  the  survival  of  the  Council  in 
doubt,  three  important  projects  are  in 
jeopardy. 

Mayor  Art  Eggleton  has  invited  TGCC 
to  nominate  a  resource  person  to  the 
Subcommittee  on  Policing  of  the 
Mayor's  Committee  on  Community  and 
Race  Relations.  Mossop  believes  that  the 
resource  person  should  be  in  some  way 
accountable  to  the  gay  community  and 
suggests  that,  if  the  Council  wants  to  see 
gay  participation  in  the  Mayor's  com- 
mittee, some  system  of  accountability 
must  be  set  up. 

The  Mayor  has  also  written  the  Coun- 
cil about  proposed  contract-compliance 
legislation  whereby  firms  dealing  with 
the  city  government  would  be  obliged  to 
conform  to  its  affirmative-action  and 
non-discrimination  practices.  It  is  not 
clear  whether  sexual  orientation,  which 
is  covered  in  the  city's  anti-discrimina- 
tion bylaw,  will  be  included  in  the  new 
guidelines. 

The  TGCC  has  also  undertaken  to  host 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  International 
Gay  Association  (IGA)  in  1985.  The 
work  of  setting  up  the  conference  was 
undertaken  by  a  committee  of  the  Tor- 
onto IGA  Support  Group,  but  TGCC  is 
still  the  sponsoring  group. 

The  evaluation  meeting,  held  July  25, 
was  attended  by  representatives  of  Gays 
in  Health  Care,  Gay  Fathers,  Dignity, 
The  Body  Politic  and  the  TGCC  Co- 
ordinating Committee.  The  participants 
felt  that  five  people  did  not  constitute  a 
large  enough  meeting  to  make  a  final 
decision  about  the  future  of  the  council. 
Another  meeting  has  been  scheduled  for 
7:30,  September  26,  at  the  Church  Street 
Community  Centre.  GRD 


Unemployed.  An  $8,000  budget  deficit  projected  for  1985  has  forced  the 
Coalition  for  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario  to  lay  off  its  full-time  office  manager,  Christine 
Donald  (right). 

The  Executive  Committee  ofCGRO  "decided  not  to  try  and  paint  a  rosier  picture 
than  is  actually  the  case,  "said  Tom  Warner,  a  member  of  the  committee.  CGRO 
plans  to  cut  back  on  its  activities  for  the  rest  of  the  year,  and  "use  the  period  of  time 
to  do  a  general  assessment.  " 

CGRO  is  ten  years  old  this  year.  The  group  has  relied  on  a  grant  from  the  Gay 
Community  Appeal,  fees  from  member  groups  and  revenue  generated  by  the  annual 
Bike-a-thon. 

Donald  has  been  the  office  manager  for  the  past  three  years.  The  GCA  grant  paid 
part  of  her  salary,  but  CGRO  would  really  like  to  be  self-sufficient.  Warner  blames 
the  climate  of  gay  politics  as  a  whole  for  part  of  the  problem.  Some  ofCGRO's 
member  groups  "aren  't  too  secure  themselves,  "  he  noted. 

Warner  said  CGRO  "can  7  refuse  to  face  the  inevitable.  "It's  unfair,  he  says,  to 
keep  Donald  working  for  months  without  a  salary.  According  to  the  plan  under  con- 
sideration, she  will  probably  be  rehired  in  April,  when  the  group  will  have  a  clearer 
idea  of  the  role  it  wants  to  play. 

Just  because  Christine  Donald  will  no  longer  be  there  full-time  doesn  't  mean  the 
CGRO  office  wilt  close  permanently.  Donald,  Tom  Warner  and  John  Reeves  of  the 
Executive  Committee  will  work  in  the  office  at  730  Bat  hurst  St  for  two  hours  each 
Monday  night  to  keep  up  correspondence,  membership  work  and  mailing.  D 
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Edwards  Books  &  Art,  421  Bloor  E 
W  H  Smith,  Hudson's  Bay  Centre, 
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110  Queen E 
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World's  Biggest  Bookstore 

20  Edward  St 

Roman  II  Health  &  Recreation  Spa,  742  Bay 

Lichtman's  News  &  Books,  The  Atrium,  595  Bay  | 

Lichtman's  News  &  Books,  34  Adelaide  W 

Classic  Bookshop,  Royal  Bank  Plaza,  200  Bay 

W  H  Smith,  TD  Centre,  King  and  Bay 

Lovecraft,  63  Yorkville 

Book  Cellar,  142  Yorkville 

University  Bookroom,  63A  St  George 

Toronto  Women's  Bookstore,  73  Harbord 

Reader's  Den,  208  Bloor  W 

SCM  Book  Room,  333  Bloor  W 

Book  City,  501  Bloor  W 

Textbook  Store,  U  of  T  Campus 

Bob  Miller  Book  Room,  180  Bloor  W 

A  S  Smoke  &  Gift  Shop.  273  College 

All  Booked  Up,  Village-by-the-Grange, 

105  McCaul 

Pages  Book  Stores,  256  Queen  W 

Edwards  Books  &  Art,  356  Queen  W 

Barracks,  56Widmer 

EAST  TORONTO 

Beaches  Book  Shop,  2199  Queen  E 

Cambridge  Tuck  Shop 

50  Cambridge 

Booksmith,  201 2B  Queen  E 

Garfield,  Gerrard  Square, 

Gerrard  &  Pape 

NORTH  TORONTO 

Nu-Claire's  Cigar  Store,  1636  Bayview 

Bookworks,  2409  Yonge 

The  Book  Nook,  2481  Yonge 

Lichtman's  News  &  Books,  1430  Yonge 

Book  Cellar,  1560  Yonge 

McPherson  Discount  Variety.  214  Macpherson 

WEST  TORONTO 

Bloor  Discount  Variety,  610  Bloor  W 

EAST  YORK 

Thorncliffe  News  Stand,  45  Overlea 

NORTH  YORK 

York  University  Bookroom, 
Keele  &  Steeles  campus 

MISSISSAUGA 

Insight  Books.  Sheridan  Mall 


CURRY  HOUSE 

A  small  guesthouse,  ideally  located 
in  the  center  of  Old  Town. 
Heated  pool  and  Jacuzzi. 
Handsome,  affordable,  congenial. 

(305)  294-6777 
806  Fleming  St.,  Key  West,  FL  33040 
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Writers, 


librarians 


The  Body  Politic  needs 
them  all  every  month  to 
help  put  out  the  news.  We 
need  writers  who  can  get 
the  facts  and  tell  a  story, 
editors  who  can  check  the 
facts  and  spot  mistakes, 
and  librarians  who  can  help 
keep  track  of  all  those 
papers  and  clippings  the 
editors  and  writers  depend 
on.  If  you'd  like  to  help 
write,  edit  or  manage  the 
news,  call  Ken  Popert  at 
364-6320. 
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Will  a  new  breed  of  northerner  survive  the  post-boom  bust? 

Edmonton:  taking  chances,  facing  changes 


From  a  distance,  it  could  have  been  a 
church  youth-group  outing.  That's  prob- 
ably what  many  Edmontonians  assumed 
was  happening  below  the  looming  oil 
refinery  that  sunny  Sunday  in  June  when 
nearly  a  hundred  lesbians  and  gay  men 
gathered  to  picnic,  to  play  croquet  and 
tug-of-war  and  to  launch  Gay  and  Les- 
bian Awareness  —  GALA  —  Week. 

GALA  organizers  heaved  sighs  of  relief 
at  the  sight  of  the  happy  mob  under  their 
brightly  striped  circus  tents  in  suburban 
Rundel  Park.  Just  being  there,  with  the 
GALA  and  Womonspace  banners  flying, 
was  a  brave  public  gesture  for  many 
members  of  their  community.  The  turn- 
out proved  to  be  a  good  omen  for  the  rest 
of  the  week,  as  public  forums,  a  film 
night,  an  art  show  and  a  dance  drew 
large,  enthusiastic  crowds.  It  made  the 
city  a  great  place  to  come  home  to. 

Edmonton  has  had  a  reputation  as  a 
blight  on  the  permafrost,  populated  by 
red-necked  oil  riggers.  That  image  is 
based  on  a  gross  distortion  wrapped 
around  a  grain  of  truth.  In  a  trendy 
downtown  cafe,  I  traded  impressions 
with  two  reporters  from  the  University  of 
Alberta's  summer  student  paper.  "We  go 
to  Canadian  University  Press  conferences 
and  they  think  we're  completely  reaction- 
ary, but  back  at  the  U  of  A  we're  seen  as 
wild-eyed  radicals,"  Suzette  Chan 
laughed.  "In  fact,  we're  pretty  middle- 
of-the-road." 

But  this  city  refuses  to  be  predictable 
about  its  conservatism.  During  GALA 
Week,  the  United  Way  bowed  to  pressure 
from  religious,  anti-reproductive-choice 
quarters  and  dumped  Planned  Parent- 
hood. A  public  outcry  forced  them  to 
reverse  the  decision. 

When  I  first  moved  east,  I  was  amused 
to  hear  that  in  Alberta  the  streets  were 
paved  with  gold.  Later,  I  discovered  it 
was  almost  true.  The  oil  boom  in  the  late 
'70s  brought  a  lot  of  money,  people  and 
changes  to  the  old  hometown  and  eventu- 
ally to  its  gay  community.  Edmonton 
probably  first  became  aware  that  there 
was  an  organized  —  not  just  under- 
ground —  local  population  of  lesbians 
and  gay  men  when  fundamentalist  Anita 
Bryant  brought  her  anti-gay  message  to 
town  in  1978.  Her  visit  prompted  a  coali- 
tion of  gay  people,  feminists  and  their 
supporters  who  organized  the  city's  first 
gay-related  demonstration. 

In  1980,  Club  70  —  the  only  gay  place 
in  town  when  I  left  —  closed  its  doors. 
Several  other  commercial  establishments 
filled  the  gap.  Then,  in  the  spring  of 
1981 , 1  was  on  a  visit  home  when  Edmon- 
ton lesbians  and  gay  men  experienced 
their  first  concerted  police  attack:  a  raid 
on  one  of  those  new  establishments,  the 
Pisces  bath.  The  cops  played  dirty,  using 
video  cameras  and  middle-of-the-night 
trials.  The  mainstream  press  was  suitably 
dismayed.  Supportive  straights  organized 
a  demonstration. 

The  Pisces  owners  capitulated,  plead- 
ing guilty  to  keeping  a  common  bawdy- 
house.  Legal  resistance  brought  only 
modest  gains:  some  fines  were  overturned 
on  appeal.  But  according  to  John  Doyle 
of  Edmonton's  Gay  Alliance  for  Equality 
(GATE),  there  were  more  subtle  and  far- 
reaching  aftereffects.  Although  both 
bathhouses  closed,  the  bars  flourished  — 
with  no  more  black  doors  in  back  alleys, 
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either.  And  so  did  the  community: 
Roughnecks  (a  recreation  club),  the  Vocal 
Minority  choir,  Womonspace  (the  lesbian 
organization),  Fine  Print  magazine,  In- 
tegrity and,  of  course,  the  Privacy  De- 
fense Committee  joined  GATE  and  the 
existing  chapters  of  the  Dignity  and  the 
Metropolitan  Community  Church. 

When  I  was  home  again  in  late  1982, 
the  city  was  in  the  middle  of  a  massive 
lay-off.  City  council  rejected  cuts  in  the 
police  force,  but  gave  hundreds  of  bus 
drivers  layoff  slips  for  Christmas. 

As  the  Pisces  furor  waned,  the  gay 
community  had  some  changes  to  get  used 
to,  too.  Fine  Print  survived  for  only  a  few 
issues.  GATE  was  struggling  to  pay  for  its 
office,  which  houses  a  library,  busy  drop- 
ins  and  a  counselling  line  for  women  and 
men.  Even  so,  for  the  past  two  years  Ed- 
monton's gay  groups  have  joined  forces 
to  organize  successful  gay  pride  celebra- 
tions, with  the  stress  on  increasing  aware- 
ness. This  year,  they  really  did  it  right, 
netting  the  gay  movement  the  most  atten- 
tion it's  had  since  the  Pisces  raid. 

It  began  when  the  GALA  Committee 
asked  city  council  to  declare  Gay  Aware- 
ness Week.  The  good  councilors  had  no 
trouble  saying  "no"  on  the  spot,  giving 
the  event  the  media  break  it  needed,  com- 
mittee member  Nils  Claussen  explained  to 
me.  The  two  daily  papers  couldn't  im- 
agine why  anyone  would  need  to  increase 
their  awareness  of  gay  people,  but  once 
they  had  posed  the  question,  the  door 


was  open  and  the  debate  raged,  with  in- 
creased awareness  the  result.  I'd  been  in- 
vited to  Edmonton  to  participate  in  a 
GATE  forum  on  pornography  which  also 
captured  media  interest.  We  did  two  print 
interviews,  one  TV  appearance  and  three 
radio  spots. 

While  I  was  in  town  this  time, 
Alberta's  labour  minister  declared  open 
season  on  the  labour  movement,  and  con- 
struction workers  were  spearheading  an 
anti-government  coalition  like  the  one 
that  resisted  Bill  Bennett's  right-wing 
rampage  in  British  Columbia.  I  wondered 
how  long  the  ailing  economy  would  be 
able  to  sustain  the  theatres,  bookstores, 
cinemas,  cafes,  trendy  clothing  stores  and 
well-stocked  sex  shops  that  made  this  visit 
so  much  fun.  All  the  lesbian  and  gay 
visibility  on  downtown  streets  was  new, 
too.  Is  it  here  to  stay?  I  was  amazed  to  see 
gay  and  straight  couples  sharing  the  same 
dance  floor  at  the  Boiler  Lounge,  while 
the  irresistible  K  D  Laing  belted  out  her 
nearly  indescribable  mix  of  country,  new 
wave,  rock  and  blues.  Can  this  new 
public  presence  —  and  the  tolerance  of  it 
—  last? 

GALA  organizers  were  pleased  that 
their  ambitious  project  paid  for  itself, 
that  it  attracted  so  much  media  attention 
and  that  it  involved  so  many  members  of 
their  community.  But  most  of  all,  accord- 
ing to  Claussen,  they  were  glad  that  it  had 
so  successfully  brought  lesbians  and  gay 
men  together.  Credit  belongs  largely  to 


the  women  of  Womonspace,  who  have 
moved  in  their  short  three  years  from 
primarily  a  social  organization  to  one  of 
the  most  active  women's  groups  in  town, 
with  a  growing  emphasis  on  education 
and  outreach.  Newcomers  find  their  way 
to  the  drop-in  at  Every  Woman's  Place 
each  week. 

It  isn't  all  rosy,  of  course.  I  overheard 
young  men  at  a  GATE  drop-in  complain- 
ing about  women  insisting  on  their  own 
spaces  and  that  they  didn't  seem  to  take 
half  the  responsibility  for  the  organiza- 
tion, even  though  they  made  up  half  the 
membership.  But  if  the  25  lesbians  who 
staged  an  unscheduled  workshop  on  les- 
bianism and  feminism  in  the  foyer  of  the 
Edmonton  Public  Library  during  Inter- 
national Women's  Day  keep  up  their 
good  work,  more  people  than  the  men  at 
GATE  will  have  to  pay  heed  to  the  needs 
of  gay  women. 

Instead  of  retiring  with  all  this  success 
behind  them,  Awareness  Week  organizers 
are  taking  their  mandate  onto  a  new 
plane.  According  to  committee  member 
Liz  Massiah,  a  child-care  worker  who  had 
just  received  a  superb  work  evaluation 
was  recently  fired  for  being  gay  and  went 
public  with  his  case.  The  Alberta  Human 
Rights  Commission  has  since  recom- 
mended to  the  Ministry  of  Labour  that 
the  province's  Individual  Rights  Protec- 
tion Act  be  amended  to  include  protec- 
tion against  discrimination  on  the 
grounds  of  sexual  orientation  in  employ- 
ment. The  Edmonton  Journal  has  ed- 
itorialized that  such  protection  should  be 
extended  to  housing.  Massiah  hopes  the 
six  of  them  won't  be  taking  it  on  single- 
handedly,  of  course,  but  the  GALA  com- 
mittee, where  so  many  sectors  of  the 
community  come  together,  is  a  good 
place  to  start.  After  all,  GALA  Week 
would  never  have  happened  in  such  style 
if  it  had  been  organized  by  shirkers. 

Chris  BearchellD 


BI/ NATIONAL 

□  Alcoholics  Anonymous,  International  Advisory  Council  for  Homo- 
sexual Men  and  Women,  Box  492,  Village  Stn.  New  York.  NY 
10014. 

□  Atlantic  Lesbian  and  Gay  Association/Association  des  Lesbi- 
ennes  et  des  gaies  de  I'Atlantique.  contact  GAE  (Halifax).  FLAG 
(Fredencton)  or  Northern  Lambda  Nord  (Western  NB). 

□  Bisexuals  International.  Box  107,  2039  Walnut  St.  Philadelphia. 
PA  19103.  USA.  (215)  634-6244,  Sun-Fri,  11  pm-3  am. 

□  Canadian  Gay  Archives.  Box  639,  Stn  A,  Toronto,  ON  M5W  1G2 
(416)364-2759. 

□  Dlgnity/Canada/Digntte,  Box  1912.  Winnipeg.  MB  R3C  3R2 
(204)772-4322. 

□  Foundation  tor  the  Advancement  ot  Canadian  Transsexuals.  Box 
291.  Stn  A,  Hamilton.  ON  L8N  3C8  (416)  529-7884  SW  Ontario 
Ms  R  M  Schwartzentruber.  21  Cherry  St.  Kitchener.  ON  N2G  2C5 
(519)576-5248. 

'Gay  Interest  Group.  Canadian  Library  Association.  Box  1912. 
Winnipeg,  MBR3C3R2 

□  International  Gay  Association.  International  Secretariat,  to 
RFSL.  Box  350,  S-101  24  Sweden,  ph  46-8-848050/845576  Ac- 
tion Secretariat  and  Women's  Secretariat,  c/o  NVIH  COC.  Rozen- 
straatl.  1016  NX  Amsterdam,  The  Netherlands  ph 
31-20-234596. 

□  International  Lesbian  Information  Service  (IDS).  Box  45.  00251 
Helsinki  25,  Finland,  ph:  358-0-635571 

Lesbians  Across  Canada  Meet  and  Mate  Association,  c/o 
S  O'Reilly.  Box  1647,  Stn  E.  Victoria.  BC  V8W2Y1  Personalized 
contact  and  correspondence  service  tor  women 

Ligo  de  Samseksamaj  Geesperantistoj,  gay  Esperanto  organiza- 
tion. 100  Crerar  Ave.  Ottawa.  ON  K1Z  7P2 

New  Democratic  Party  Gay  Caucus.  Box  792.  Stn  F.  Toronto.  ON 
M4Y  2N7 

;    North  American  Transvestrle-Transsexual  Contact  Service  Box 
3.  Athens.  Ohio  45701.  USA  (206)  624-8266 

Section  on  Gay  and  Lesbian  Issues  in  Psychology,  c/o  Canadian 
Psychological  Association.  558  King  Edward  Ave.  Ottawa,  ON 
K1N  7N6 

Seventh-day  Adventist  Kinship  International  Inc.  c/o  Jeremy 
Young.  Box  408,  Stn  C,  Toronto  ON  M6J  3P5 

Women's  Archives.  Box  928  Stn  Q,  Toronto  ON  M4T  2P1 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA 

Provincial 

AFFIRM  Gays  and  Lesbians  ol  the  United  Church  In  BC  Box 
46586.  Stn  G  Vancouver  V6R  4G8  1604)  324  3902  Support 
group  and  educational  resources 

Gay  Fathers  Box  4603  MPO  Vancouver  V6B  4A1 
(604|  255-1076 


Kamloops 


Thompson  Area  Gey  Group  Box  3343.  V?C  6B9  Welcomes 
women  and  men  to  regular  meetings  discussions  social  events 
Into  newsletter  peer  support  friendship 
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WEALTH  FAIR 


1ST  ANNUAL 


SPONSORED  BY 


GAYS  IN  HEALTH  CARE 


SUNDAY,  SEPTEMBER  30,  1984 

NOON  TO  5:00  P.M. 

OAKHAM  HOUSE:  63  GOULD  AVE 


TORONTO 


WORKSHOPS: 

12-5:00  AIDS  Room;  Hassle  Free  Clinic 

12-2:30  Massage  Therapy:  Transexualism; 
Breast  Selt-Exam 

3-5:00  Reflexology; 

Relaxation  Therapy;  Shiatsu 

DISPLAYS: 


Self-Help  Croups;  Feminist  Research;  Gay  Counselling, 
Dentistry;  Bach  Flowers;}Hepatavax;  C.C.A.;  Women's  Bookstore; 
Transexualism;  Trager  Massage;  Condoms;  Rape  Crisis;- 
Referral  Service;  Homeopathy;  Women's  Counselling  Referral ;- 

Jill 


FOOD 


i 


DONATIONS  GRATEFULLY  ACCEPTED 


1      I 


AIDS  COMMITTEE 


OF  TORONTO 


66  Wellesley  Street  East. 

Second  Floor, 

Toronto.  Ontario  M4Y  1G2 

(416)926-1626 


In  Toronto,  AIDS  has 

increased  three-fold 

since  ACT  was 

formed  last  year. 

Now,  more  than 
ever,  is  the  time 
to  get  involved. 


AIDS  Committee  of  Toronto 

Annual  General  Meeting 

Wednesday,  October  17,  8pm 

519  Church  St.  Community  Centre 


Kelowna 

Okanagan  Gay  Organization  Mutual  support  The  group  can  be 
contacted  directly  by  phone  through  the  Kelowna  Crisis  Centre 
(604)763-8008 

Nanaimo 

The  Island  Gay  Community  Centre  Society  —  Nanaimo.  Box  127. 
V9R  2P9  Operates  "Spikes,"  the  only  gay  lounge  in  Nanaimo. 
(604)  754-1039 

Port  Alberni 

The  Island  Gay  Community  Centre  Society  —  Port  Alberni, 

201  -4204  China  Creek  Rd,  V9Y  1 R1 .  (604)  724-4914, 


Port  Hardy 


North  Island  Gay  and  Lesbian  Support  and  Information  Group. 

Box  1404.  Port  Hardy,  BC,  VON  2P0 


Prince  Rupert 


□  Gay  People  ol  Prince  Rupert.  Box881,  V8J  3Y1. 
(604)  624-4982  (eve). 

Revelstoke 

nLothlorien,  Box 8557,  Sub  1 ,  VOE  3G0  Info,  friendship, 
hospitality. 

Terrace 

□  Northern  Lesbians.  RR  2,  Box  50,  Usk  Store,  V8G  3Z9 

Vancouver 

□  AIDS  Vancouver,  Box  4991 ,  MP0,  V6B  4A6.  Ph: 
(604)  687-AIDS. 

□Alcoholics  Anonymous  (Gay).  (604)  733-4590  (men). 
(604)  929-2585  (women). 

□  Archives  Collective,  Box  3130,  MP0,  V6B  3X6. 

□  Bisexual  Women's  Group  Monthly  meetings.  Call  Joyce  at 
251-6090 

□  Coming  Out  (Gay  Radio),  c/o  Vancouver  Cooperative  Radio.  337 
Carrall  St,  V6B  2J4.  Thurs  at  7:30  pm.  102.7  MHz  FM. 

□  Congregation  Sha'ar  Hayam.  Jewish  gay  synagogue.  Box 
69406.  V5K  4W6.  (604)  255-1076. 

□  Daughters  Unlimited,  Joyce  (604)  251-6090.  (Plans  to  open  a 
women's  club.) 

□  Dignity/Vancouver.  Box  3016,  V6B  3X5  (604)  684-7810. 

□  Dogwood  Monarchist  Society.  303-1 1 50  Burnaby  St,  V6E  f  P2. 

□  English  Bay  Swim  Club,  c/o  4249  Birchwood  Crescent,  Burnaby 
V5H  4E6.  Meets  Thurs,  6  pm  at  Vancouver  Acquatic  Centre.  Info: 
(604)  433-8000  (Ken)  or  669-6696  (Roy). 

□  Frontrunnert  (running/jogging).  Call  Erik  (604)  687-3238  or 
Rick  (604)  590-4665. 

□  Gay  and  Lesbian  Caucus  of  the  BC  NDP.  (604)  669-5434 
□The  Gay  Library,  1244  Seymour  St.  Box  2259  MP0,  Vancouver, 
BC  V6B  3W2.  (604)  327-9883  or  688-1 006 

□  Gay  Fathers  of  Vancouver.  Box  3785,  V6B  3Z1 . 
(604)  688-6590. 

□  Gay  Festival  Society.  Box  34397,  Stn  D,  V6J  4P3. 
(604)  687-7129. 

□  Gay  Leisure  Link  (GLL).  Box  4662.  V6B  4A1 

Gay/Lesbian  Law  Association,  c/o  Law  Students  Assoc.  Faculty 
of  Law.  U  ol  BC,  V6T  1W5.  (604)  228-4638. 

□  Gay  Rights  Union.  Box  3130.  MP0,  V6B  3X6.  (604)  731-9605. 

□  Gays  and  Lesbians  of  UBC.  Box  9.  Student  Union  Bldg.  U  of 
British  Columbia.  V6T  1W5.  (604)  228-4638.  Meets  Thurs  at 
12:30  pm  (see  The  Ubyssey  for  room). 

□  Gazebo  Connection  (business  &  professional  women's  group). 
382-81 0W  Broadway,  V5Z  4C9.  (604)  984-8744. 

□  Greater  Vancouver  Business  Association,  c/o  Dwayne  Sullivan, 
941  Davie  St,  V6Z  1B9. 

□  Integrity:  Gay  Anglicans  and  their  friends.  Box  34161.  Sin  0 
V6J4N1  (604)873-2925. 

□  Knights  of  Malta.  Dogwood  Chapter  Society.  Box  336-810  West 
Broadway.  V5Z  1J8. 

□  Lambda  (Gay  Al-Anon).  Joe  at  (604)  689-7681  or  Mike  at 
327-8423. 

□  Legal  Advice  Clinic.  1244  Seymour  St  (VGCC)  Mon,  7:30  pm. 
Free  advice  and  referrals. 

□  Lesbian  and  Feminist  Mothers'  Political  Action  Group,  Box 
65804,  Stn  F,  V5N  5L3.  (604)  251-6090. 

□  Lesbian  and  Gay  Health  Sciences  Association,  c/o  Gay  People  of 
UBC.  Box  9.  Student  Union  Bldg.  UBC.  V6T  1W5. 

□  Lesbian  Drop-In.  322  W  Hastings,  every  Wed,  7:30  pm 
(604)  684-0523. 

□  Lesbian  Information  Line,  (604)  734-1016  Thurs,  Sun, 
7-10  pm 

□  Lesbian  Feminist  Power  and  Trust  Association.  Consensual  S/M 
support,  education  and  action  group  Box  65868,  Stn  F,  V5L  5L3. 

□  Lesbian  Mothers'  Defense  Fund.  Box  65804,  Stn  F.  V5N  5L3 
(604)  255-6910  Potluck  brunches  last  Sun  of  month. 

□  The  Lesbian  Show.  Co-op  Radio.  337  Carrall  St.  V6B  2J4. 
102.7  MHz  FM,  Thurs,  8:30  pm. 

Metropolitan  Community  Church.  Box  5178.  V6B  4B2  (604) 
681-8525  Services  Sun.  7:30  pm.  at  1811  W  16th  Ave  (at 
Burrard) 

□  Native  Cultural  Society  (gay  native  social  group),  c/o  H 
McGillivary.  1244  Robson  St,  V6E  1C1   (604)  688-2645. 

□  Pacific  Wave,  TV  show  by  gay  people  about  gay  life,  culture  and 
art.  Regular  monthly  and  special  programmes.  837  Bidwell  St. 
V6G  2J7  (604)689-5661. 

□  Parents  and  Friends  of  Gays  (604)  988-7786 

□  Rights  ol  Lesbians,  (Subcommittee  ol  Federation  of  Women), 
Box  24687.  Stn  C,  V5T  4E6. 

□  Rob  Joyce  Legal  Defense  Fund,  c/o  Gay  Rights  Union. 

□  SEARCH,  c/o  VGCC.  Info  and  counselling:  (604)  689-1039. 
7-10  pm 

□  Sherwood  Forest,  non-profit  gay  introduction  service. 
(604)  251-2789 

□  Spokes  (gay  bicycle  club).  Box  2259.  MPO,  V5Z  1Y9 
(604)  879-6623 (Michael). 

□  Vancouver  Activists  in  S/M  (VASM),  call  George 
(604)  594-3632  or  Fred  (604)  685-7067  An  educational 
organization  with  a  monthly  newsletter. 

□  Vancouver  VD  Clinic.  Rm  100.  828  W  10th  Ave  (near  Gen  Hosp) 
(604)  874-2331.  Ext  220 

!   Vancouver  Gay  Athletic  Association,  c/o  1018  Burnaby  St. 
(604)681-2424. 

□  Vancouver  Gay  Community  Centre.  1244  Seymour  St:  Box  2259, 
MPO,  V6B  3W2.  (604)  684-6869  Services,  programmes,  mag- 
azine 

□  Vancouver  Lesbian  Connection,  Box  65961,  Stn  F,  V5W  5L4 
"We  are  planning  to  establish  a  major  social  and  political,  self- 


supporting  centre  for  lesbians  in  Vancouver  and  vicinity  Please 
share  your  experiences  with  us  We  need  your  help  so  that  we  can 
choose  the  best  plan  ol  action ." 

□  Vancouver  Men's  Chorus,  1270  Chestnut  St,  V6J  4R9  Rehear- 
sals every  Wed ,  7:30  pm,  at  the  Vancouver  Academy  of  Music.  For 
information  phone  Kevin  at  (604)  731-1 779  or  Larry  at  734-8802 
□West  End  Softball  Association.  Box  161 .  1018  Homer  St. 

V6B  4W9.  Call  Frank  Hamper  (604)  255-4410 

□West  End  Volleyball.  222-1500  Pendrell  St.  (604)  669-6696 

□Women  in  Focus.  204-456  W  Broadway,  V5Y  1R3 

(604)  872-2250. 

□  Young  Gay  People,  c/o  SEARCH 

□  Younger  Lesbian  Drop-In  evef>  Sat.  3-5  pm  at  1349  Burrard 

□  Zodiac  Fraternal  Society,  Box  33872.  Stn  D,  V6J  4L6. 

Vernon 

□  Vernon  Alternative  Lifestyle.  RR  6,  Site  17,  Comp  19.  V1T  6Y5 

Victoria 

□  Alcoholics  Anonymous  (Gay).  (604)  383-9862 

□  Dignity  Victoria.  Box  845.  Stn  E,  V8W  2R9  (604)  385-1559. 

□  Gay  and  Lesbian  Organization  of  the  University  ol  Victoria  (GLO) . 
SUB.  Univ  of  Victoria,  Box  1700,  V8W  2Y2. 

□  Gay  Men's  Group.  2612  Victor  St,  V8R  1N3.  (604)  595-6782. 

□  The  Island  Gay  Community  Centre  Society  —  Victoria.  Box  695. 
Stn  E.  V9W  2P9.  (604)  389-7662.  Operates  "The  Gay  Cale"  at 
James  Bay  Community  Centre,  140  Oswego  St.  Sundays. 
8:30-11:30  pm.  with  coffee  or  tea  all  night  tor  $2  cover  charge. 

□  Need  (Victoria  Crisis  Line).  (604)  383-6323.  24  his,  Some  gay 
into  available. 

□Womyn's  Coffee  House.  1923  Fernwood  Every  Wed  evening. 


West  Kootenay  region 


□  West  Kootenay  Gays  and  Lesbians.  Box  642.  Nelson  V1L  4K5. 
Offering  friendship,  a  newsletter,  inlo  and  social  events  Potluck 
third  Sunday  ol  month,  3-7  pm;  contact  Nelson  Community  Ser- 
vices Centre  (604)  352-3504  (24  hrs). 

ALBERTA 

Provincial 

□  Alberta  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  Association  (ALGRA).  Box  1852, 
Edmonton  T5J  2P2. 

□  Alberta  TV  and  TS  Contact  Club,  Box  4667.  Calgary.  AB 
T2T  5P1 .  Transvestive  and  transsexual  contact  service. 


Calgary 


□  Apollo  —  Friends  in  Sports.  Box  6481 .  Stn  0.  T2P  2E1  Provides 
recreational  activities  to  the  gay  community,  including  volleyball, 
slowpitch.  curling,  bowling,  dances,  car  rallies  and  skiing.  Hosts 
annual  Western  Cup  Volleyball  Tournament.  Open  to  men  and 
women.  Info:  Gay  Lines,  (403)  234-8973. 

□  Camp  181  Association,  Box  965,  Stn  T.  T2H  2H4.  Dances, 
campouts,  sports  and  other  activities  for  lesbians  and  gays 

□  Dignity/Calgary,  Box  1492,  SfilT,  T2H  2H7 

□  Gay  Leisure  Link.  Non-challenging,  non-sexual  social  organiza- 
tion. Box  1812,  Stn  M,  T2P  2L8. 

□  Gay  Lines,  (403)  234-8973.  Community  information. 

□  Gay  Political  Action  Committee,  c/o  Box  2943.  Stn  M,  T2P  3C3 
Education  and  lobbying. 

□  Imperial  Court  ol  the  Chinook  Arch,  (403)  282-6393  Entertain- 
ments and  social  events. 

□  Lesbian  Information  Line.  (403)  265-9458.  Tues-Fri.  8-10  pm. 
with  24  hr  answering  service.  Operated  by  Womyn's  Collective. 

□  Lesbian  Mothers,  Lynn  at  (403)  264-6328  or  275-8362,  or  call 
LIL.  Potluck  first  Sun  of  each  month. 

□  Lesbian  Outreach  and  Support  Team.  Box  6093.  Stn  A, 
T2H  2L4. (403)  281-2895 

□  Lesbians  and  Gays  at  University  of  Calgary,  Students  Club, 
MacEwan  Hall,  U  of  Calgary,  T2N  1N4. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church.  204-16  Ave.  NW.  T2M  0H4. 
(403)  277-4004.  Services  Sun  11:30  am  and  7  pm  at  above 
address. 

□  New  Horizons  (physically  disabled  gays),  c/o  1927  30th  St  SW. 
T3E  2L5.  Or  phone  Gay  Lines.  (403)  234-8973. 

□Womyn's  Collective.  (403)  265-9458  Dances,  library,  lesbian 
drop-ins  every  Tues.  Sponsors  LIL. 

Edmonton 

□  Dignity  Edmonton  Oignite  Box  53.  T5B  2B7  (403)  469-4286 

□  Edmonton  Roughnecks  Recreation  Association,  c/o  GATE  Vol- 
leyball, sottball,  gymnastics. 

□  Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality,  Box  1852,  T5J  2P2  Olfice: 
10173-104  St.  (403)  424-8361 .  Info  and  counselling.  Mon-Sat, 
7-10  pm,  Sun  2-5  pm.  Also  cofleehouses.  socials,  newsletter, 
resource  library. 

□  Gay  Fathers  &  Lesbian  Mothers  For  into  call  (403)  424-8361 

□  Inter/Ed,  Box  12G,  9820-104  St,  T5K  0Z1.  (403)  421-7629 
(Jim). 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church  of  Edmonton.  Box  1312, 
T5J  2M8.  (403)438-5168.  Sunday  worship  at  7:30  pm.  126 
Street- 110  Avenue. 

□  Privacy  Defence  Committee,  c/o  Box  1852,  T5J  2P2. 

□  Royalist  Social  Society  of  Northern  Alberta  (Imperial  Court  of  the 
Wild  Rose).  10820-38  Av  NW,  T6E  2E6. 

□  The  Vocal  Minority,  "to  educate  the  general  population  about 
the  multiplicity  and  richness  ol  our  lives  through  public  musical 
performances."  (403)  426-1516  or  426-1246 
□Womonspace,  a  social  and  recreational  group  for  lesbians,  c/o 
Everywomon's  Place.  9926-1 12  St.  Phone  Jeanne.  (403) 
433-3559  or  Liz,  986-0263 

Grande  Prairie 

I   ThB  Peace  Gay  Association,  Box  1492,  T8V  4Z3  Social  and  sup- 
port group  lor  NW  Alberta. 

Red  Deer 

□  Gay  Association  ol  Red  Deer.  Box  356.  T4N  5E9 

Lethbridge 

I  IDIgnlty  Lethbridge,  Box  2262,  T1J  4K7.  Phonelme 
(403)  327-0109,  7-9  pm. 

SASKATCHEWAN 

Provincial 

□  Affirm/Saskatchewan,  lesbians  and  gays  in  the  United  Church. 
422  Smallwood  Cres,  Saskatoon,  S7L  4S4. 

□  Dignity/Saskatchewan  (gay  Catholics  and  friends).  Box  3181. 
ReginaS4P  3G7, 
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Gay  Rights  Subcommittee,  Saskatchewan  Association  for 
Human  Rights.  305-116  3rd  Ave  S.  Saskatoon.  S7K  1L5. 
(306)  244-1933. 

Prince  Albert 

□  Prince  Albert  Gay  Community  Centre  (The  Zodiac  Club).  Box 
1893,  S6V  6J9. 1-24  10th  St,  E.  (306)  922-4650.  Phone  line  Wed- 
Thurs,  8-10  pm.  social  evenings  Fri-Sat.  10  pm-2  am. 


Regina 

□  Rumours  (gay  community  centre).  2069  Broad  St  (back  en- 
trance). (306)522-7343. 

□  Regina  Women's  Community  and  Rape  Crisis  Centre  219-1810 
Smith  St.  S4P  2N3.  (306)  522-2777,  352-7688. 

Saskatoon 

□  Gay  &  Lesbian  Support  Services.  217-116  3rd  Ave  S  Operates 
Gayline  Mailing  address:  Box  8581 

□  Gay/Lesbian  Community  Centre  Box  1662.  S7K  3R8  Phone 
Gayline  for  info  on  dance  and  special  event  locations  and  dates 

□  Gayline,  (306)665-9129,  Mon-Thurs.  7:30-10:30  pm.  Counsel- 
ling, support  groups  available. 

□  Gays  and  Lesbians  at  the  University  ol  Saskatchewan  (GLUS). 
Box  482,  Sub  PO  No  6.  S7N  0W0.  Open  to  staff  and  students  of  the 
Saskatoon  campus:  holds  social  and  educational  events. 

□  Lutherans  Concerned.  Box  8187.  S7K  6C5 

MANITOBA 

Portage-la-Prairie 

□  Bi-Women's  Support  Group.  Box  820,  R1N  3C3 
(204)  857-5295.  For  bisexual  women. 


Thompson 


□  Gay  Friends  of  Thompson.  Box  157,  R8N  1N2 


Winnipeg 


Affirm:  Gays  and  Lesbians  ot  the  United  Church  453-3984 
(Eric)  or  452-2853  (Dave). 

□  Council  on  Homosexuality  and  Religion.  Box  1912.  R3C  3R2 
(204)  452-1813.  786-3976  Worship,  counselling,  library. 

□  Dignity/Winnipeg,  Box  1912,  R3C  3R2. 

□  Gay  AA  New  Freedom  Group.  Box  2481.  or  contact  through  Man- 
itoba Central  Ottice.  (204)  233-3508. 

□  Gay  AlAnon  Group  Info:  Gays  lor  Equality 

□  Gay  Community  Centre.  277  Sherbrooke  St.  (204)  786-1236  In- 
corporating Giovanni's  Room,  a  cafe  for  lesbians  and  gay  men. 
Open  every  day  except  Sunday  at  5:30  pm.  Fully  licensed 

□  Gay  Fathers  Winnipeg.  Box  2221 ,  R3C  3R5.  786-3976  (Thurs 
eves,  7:30  pm-1  Opm) 

□  Gay  Parents,  c/o  Gays  for  Equality 

□  Gays  lor  Equality,  Box  27,  UMSU.  U  of  Manitoba,  R3T  2N2. 
(204)  786-3976.  Office:  Suite  2.  Gay  Community  Centre.  277 
SherbrookSt.  Counselling,  into,  rap  sessions,  public  education 
and  law  reform.  Lesbian  counsellors  on  Tues  evenings. 

□  Lesbian  Line.  (204)  786-3976.  Tues  evenings. 

□  Ms  Purdy's  226  Main  St.  (204)  942-8212.  Women's  bar 

□  Mutual  Friendship  Society,  Inc.  Box  427.  R3C  2H6. 

(204)  774-3576.  Social  and  educational  programmes.  Operates 
Happenings  Social  Club,  272  Sherbrook  St. 

□  Oscar  Wilde  Memorial  Society,  Box  2221 .  R3C  3R5  variety  ol 
social,  cultural  and  educational  activities. 

□  Project  Lambda,  Inc,  Box  3911,  Stn  B,  R2W  5H9 

(204)  772-1421   Lesbian/gay  community  service  organization. 
Publishes  "Out  &  About."  gay  community  library,  community 
fund-raising  lor  medical,  library,  educational  and  counselling 
services. 

□Winnipeg  Gay  Media  Collective,  Box  27,  UMSU.  U  of  Manitoba, 
R3T  2N2.  (204)  786-3976.  Produces  "Coming  Out."  weekly  half- 
hour  cable  broadcast. 
□Winnipeg  Gay  Youth,  c/o  GFE. 

□  University  ol  Winnipeg  Gay  Students  Association.  Info: 
(204)  786-3976 

□  Yourself.  Box  2790,  R3C  3R5.  For  bisexual  men  and  women. 


ONTARIO 

Provincial 

□  Coalition  lor  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario,  Box  822,  Stn  A.  Toronto 
M5W1G3.  (416)533-6824, 

Brethren/Mennonlte  Council  lor  Gay  Concerns  (BMC)  Ontario. 
Box  2621.  Stn  P.  Kitchener,  ON  N2H  6N2. 

Cornwall 

□  Gays  and  Lesbians  in  Cornwall.  Box  21 1 .  K6H  5S7  For  more 
info,  call  the  Gays  ot  Ottawa  Gayline,  (613)  238-1 71 7 


Guelph 


I   Guelph  Gay  Equality.  Box  773.  N1H  6L8  Gayline 
(519)  836-4550,  24  hrs. 

□  Gays  Out  ol  Doors  (GOOD).  See  Kitchener/Waterloo 

Hamilton 

Alcoholics  Anonymous  (Gay),  meets  Sat  at  8  pm  at  15  Queen  St 
S  (side  entrance) 

(   Foundation  tor  the  Advancement  ot  Canadian  Transsexuals 
(FACT  Niagara).  Box  291,  Stn  A.  L8N  3C8  (416)529-7884 

□  Gay  Archives/History  Protect  lor  Hamltlon-Wentworth  (416) 
278-4713  Looking  tor  photos,  clippings,  personal  accounts  ot  gay 
life  and  liberation  in  Hamilton,  especially  pre-1979. 

□  Gay  Fathers  ol  Hamilton  Support  advice  Meets  twice  a  month 
Call  Gayline  for  info 

!   Gayline  Hamilton,  info  on  all  groups  and  activities,  peer  counsel- 
ling (416)  523-7055  Wed-Sun.  7-11  pm 
Gay  Women's  Collective,  c/o  Gayline  Meets  2nd  Mon  of  month 
Hamilton  United  Gay  Societies  (HUGS),  a  meeting  ot  men  and 
women,  young  and  old,  with  discussions  and  speakers  Meets  on 
alternate  Weds.  Gay  Community  Centre.  Suite  207.  41  King  William 
St.  7  30  pm  Call  Gayline  for  lurther  info 

Mailing  address  tor  all  Hamilton  groups  listed  above:  Box  44. 
Sin  B.  L8L  7T5. 

Kenora 

The  Lesbian  Archives  ol  Manitoba  and  Northwestern  Ontario 
RR2.  P9N3W8  (807)  548  4325 (Isabel  Andrews)  In  Manitoba, 
contact  Erin  Cole,  LAWR.  Box  147.  Winnipeg  R2M  4A5 
(204)  256-7740 

Kingston 

Queen's  Homophllo  Association  51  Queens  Crescent,  Queen's 
University.  K7L  2S7  (613)  547  5841  (24  hr  recorded  message. 


stalled  Mon-Fri.  7-9  pm  Drop-in  Thurs  evenings:  biweekly 
dances 

Kitchener/Waterloo 

□  Gay  Liberation  ot  Waterloo,  c/o  Federation  of  Students,  U  ol 
Waterloo,  Waterloo  N2L  3G1.  (519)  884-GL0W.  Coffeehouse  every 
Wed  at  8:30  pm,  Campus  Ctr,  rm  110. 

□  Gay  News  and  Views,  radio  programme,  Tues,  6-8  pm,  CKMS- 
FM,  94.5  MHz,  105  7  MHz  on  Grand  River  Cable  200  University 
AveW.  (519)886-CKMS 

□  Gays  ol  Wilfrid  Laurier  University.  c/oWLUSU,  Wilfred  Laurier 
University,  75  University  Ave  W,  Waterloo. 

□  Gays  Out  ol  Doors  (GOOD),  Box  2751,  Kitchener  N2H  6N3  Out- 
door activities  and  social  club  (camping,  skiing,  canoeing,  cycling, 
picnics,  potluck  suppers  and  parties). 

□  Hall  and  Half  Club.  A  non-profit  social  club  that  sponsors  a  bar 
and  disco  at  223  1/2  King  St  W  (use  Halls  Lane  entrance). 
(519)  749-9084 ,  Mon-Sat,  8  pm-1  am.  Cover  Thurs-Sat. 

□  International  Women's  Day  Committee.  Box  1491,  StnC.  Kit- 
chener, N2G  4P2. 

□  Kitchener-Waterloo  Gay  Media  Collective.  Box  2741 ,  Stn  B.  Kit- 
chener. N2H  6N3.  (519)579-3325. 

□  Leaping  Lesbians,  radio  programme,  Thurs,  6  to  8  pm,  CKMS- 
FM.  94.5  MHz,  105.7  MHz  cable.  Write  c/o  LOOK. 

□  Lesbian  Organization  of  Kitchener.  Box  2422.  Stn  B.  Kitchener 
N2H  6M3.  (519)  744-4863.  Womyns  coffeehouse  first  Thurs  of 
month  at  85  Highland  Rd  W.  Kitchener. 

London 

□  Gay  Youth  London,  c/o  HALO  Meets  Thurs  at  7  pm.  2nd  floor, 
649  Colborne  St.  (519)  433-3762. 

□  Gayline.  (519)  433-3551  Recorded  message  24  hrs/day.  Peer 
counselling  Mon  and  Thurs,  7-10  pm. 

□  Homophile  Association  ot  London,  Ontario  (HALO).  649  Colborne 
St.  N6A  3Z2.  (519)  433-3762.  Coffee  House:  Sun  and  Mon, 

7-10  pm.  Disco/Bar:  Friand  Sat,  9  pm-1:30  am. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church,  Box  4724,  Stn  D,  N5W  5L7 
Services  Sun,  7:30  pm  at  Unitarian  Church.  29  Victoria  St  W,  north 
entrance  to  Gibbons  Park.  Info:  Worship  Coordinator. 

(519)  433-9939.  Rides:  (519)  432-9690. 


Mississauga/Brampton 


□  GEM:  Gay  Community  Outreach,  Box  62.  Brampton  L6V  2K7. 

□  Gayline  West.  (416)  453-GGC0.  Peer  counselling. 

□  Parents  ol  Gays  Mississauga,  c/o  Anne  Rutledge.  3323  Kings 
Mastings  Cres,  L5L  1G5.  (416)  820-5130. 


Niagara  Region 


□  Gayline.  (416)  354-3173. 

□  Gay  Unity  Niagara.  Box  692.  Niagara  Falls  L2E  6V5. 

□  Gay  Trails,  for  lesbians  and  gay  men  who  enjoy  hiking.  Day  and 
overnight  trips  planned  Visitors  welcome.  Box  1053,  MPO,  St 
Catharines.  L2R  7A3,  or  call  (416)  685-6431  before  9  am. 

North  Bay 

□  Gay  Fellowship  ol  North  Bay.  Box  665.  Callendar,  ON  POH  1  HO. 
Meetings  every  Sunday  for  gay  men  and  lesbians  to  share  and 
discuss  our  problems  and  joys  as  gay  persons. 

Ottawa 

□  Dignity/Ottawa/Dignite.  Box  2102,  Stn  D,  K1P  5W3 

□  Gay  People  at  Carleton,  c/o  CUSA,  Carleton  University.  For  more 
info,  call  (613)  238-1717. 

□  Gays  of  Ottawa/Gats  de  I  Outaouals.  Box  2919.  Stn  0.  K1P  5W9 
GO  Centre,  175  Lisgar  St:  open  7:30-10:30  pm  Mon-Thurs.  Thurs: 
lesbian  drop-in,  8  pm:  Fri:  social,  7:30  pm-1  am:  Sat:  women's 
night.  7:30  pm-1  am:  Sun:  AA  Live  &  Let  Live  group,  8  pm.  Gay- 
line. (613)  238-1717  Mon-Fri  7:30-10:30  pm,  recording  other 
times.  Office:  (613)  233-0152. 

□  Gay  Youth  Ottawa/Hull/Jeunesse  Gai(e)  d'Ottawa/Hull  For  info 
call  or  write  Gays  ot  Ottawa.  Meeting/drop-in,  Wed  8  pm, 

175  Lisgar  St. 

□  Integrity/Ottawa,  (gay  Anglicans  and  their  friends)  c/o  St 
George's  Anglican  Church.  152  Metcalfe  St,  K2P  1N9. 
(613)  235-2516,9-5,  Mon-Fri.  Meets  2nd  and  4th  Weds  at 
7:30  pm,  at  St  George's. 

□  Lesbiennes  at  gais  du  campus/Lesbians  and  Gays  on  Campus. 
c/o  SFUO,  85  rue  Hastey  Street,  K1N  6N5. 

□  Live  and  Let  Live  Group  for  gay  alcoholics.  Contact  GO. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church,  Box  2979,  Stn  0,  K1P  5W9 
(613)232-0241. 

□  Parents  ol  Gays,  Box  9094,  K1G  3T8. 


Peterborough 


□  Gays  and  Lesbians  at  Trent  and  Peterborough.  Box  2467, 
K9J  7Y8. 


Sudbury 


□  Sudbury  All  Gay  Alliance.  Box  1092,  Stn  B.  Sudbury.  ON 
P3E  4S6. 

Thunder  Bay 

□  Gays  ol  Thunder  Bay.  Box  2155.  P7B  5E8  (807)  345-8011 .  Wed 
and  Fri  7:30-9:30  pm.  Recording  other  times.  Meets  Island  3rd 
Tues.  Dances  held  monthly. 

I  (Northern  Women's  Centre,  316  Bay  St.  P7B  1S1 
(807)  345-7802 

Toronto 

For  information  on  groups  in  Toronto,  check  Out  In  The  City,  p  20 

Windsor 

AA  Acceptance  Group  —  Gay/Lesbian  Fellowship,  Box  7002. 
Sandwich  Postal  Stn,  N9C  3Y6  (519)973-4951 

Gay/Lesbian  Information  Line.  Box  7002.  Sandwich  Postal  Stn. 
N9C  3YC  (519)973-4951 

I  I  Lesbian  and  Gay  Students  on  Campus,  c/o  Students'  Activities 
Council,  U  of  Windsor  (519)973-4951  Rap  sessions  weekly. 

□  Lesbian/Gay  Youth  Group,  c/o  Box  7002.  Sandwich  Postal  Stn. 
N9C3Y6  (519)973-4951 


QUEBEC 

Brome 


The  Capables.  Support  group  for  bisexual  men  Contact  through 
Gay  Into  in  Montreal 

Charlevoix 

Association  pour  lei  droits  dts  gali  de  Charlevoix.  CP  724.  Cler- 
mont. GOT  ICO  (418)439  2080 


OUT&OUT 


Slaving  tlie  great  outdoors 


For  injonnation  call  9270970  in  Toronto 


or 


hamiltop  • 
world 

travel 


Join  the  Boys  in  Brazil 
for  Carnival  in  Rio  and  the  Gayest 
Ballot  All... 

•  Departure  Feb  13,'85, 
Back  in  Toronto  Feb.  28 

•  10  Days  and  Nights  in  fabulous 
Rio,  plus  3  days  and  nights  on  the 
Bay  of  Kings,  plus  2  travel  days. 


All  for  only  $1,659.00  CND  per  person,  based  on  double 
occupancy.  Hotel  and  departure  taxes 
extra.  Included  is  return  airfare,  first  class 
accommodation,  transfers,  all  breakfasts  'Brazilian- 
style',  4  dinners,  sightseeing  and  more. 
Call  Hamilton  World  Travel  535-7202 
From  Toronto  direct  283-2158  Ask  for  Bob 


MONTREAL  CANADA 


Q^Eo/FF. 


PRIVATE  BATHS 
AIR  CONDITIONING 


SAUNA 

DOUCMIS 

COMMUNAUTAIRf  S 

■AIMS  PHIVIS 

AIR  ClIMATISf 


1070  RUE  MACKAY 

MONTREAL  QUEBEC  H3G  2H1 

S14  878  9393 
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Hull 

I  Association  gate  de  I  ouest  quebecois.  CP 1215.  succ  B. 
J8X  3X7  (819)  778-1737 

Lennoxville 

Z  Students  Against  Homophobia  8ox1594.  Lennoxville  Campus. 
Lennoxville.  JIM  2A1 

Montreal 

ZAffirmer.  CP471.  succ  La  Cite.  H2N  2N9  Gays  in  the  United 
Church 

1  Aide  aux  trinssexuels  du  Quebec.  CP  363.  succ  C.  H2J  4K3 
(514)521-9302 

ZAime-toi  (AA).  6518.  rue  St-Vallier,  H2S  2P7  (514)524-5821 
For  gay  and  lesbian  alcoholics 

Z  Alternatives  3440chemmdelaC6te-des-Neiges.  H2J  1L2  For 
gay  male  drug  abusers 

Les  Archives  gaies  du  Quebec  c/o  Sortie.  Box  232.  StnC. 
H2L4K1 

Association  communautaire  homosexuelle  de  I'Universite  de 
Montreal,  pavilion  Lionel-Groulx.  3200  Jean-Brillant.  local  1267. 
H3T  1N8  (514)  342-9236  (Jean-Pierre) 
Z  Association  pour  les  droits  des  gais  et  lesbiennes  du  Quebec 
(A0GLQ)  CP36.succC.H2L  4J7  Office  263  est  rue  Ste- 
Cathenne  (514)843-8671  Mon-Fn.  7-10  pm 

Association  des  bonnes  gens  sourdes.  CP  764.  succ  R. 
H2J  3M4 

Atelier  de  theatre  gai.  Cegep  Rosemont.  6400  I6e  Ave.  local 
A-418  (Michel  Breton). 

Z  The  Capables.  c/o  Gay  Info,  support  group  for  bisexual  men 
Meets  second  Weds  of  month.  3237.  rue  St-Antoine 
C  Collectil  d' intervention  communautaire  aupres  des  gais 
(CICAG).  CP  29,  succ  Victoria.  H3Z  2V4  (514)  484-2602 

Le  Collectil  du  triangle  rose  c/o  Librainel'Androgyne 

2  Comite  gai-e  du  Cegep  du  Vieux-Montreal  255  est.  Ontario. 
H2X  3M8  Mon.  6  pm 

ZCommunaute  homophile  chretienne  Centre  Newman.  3484  rue 
Peel.  H3A1W8  (514)382-8467  For  Catholics 


Contact-t-nous  (514)  861-6753.  Venereal  disease  treatment 
Cote  a  Cote,  gay  couples  group,  c/o  Gay  Info. 

□  Cote  i  Cote.  Radio  centre-ville  CINQ  (102.3  FM).  (514) 
288-1601   Mon.  4  pm. 

Dignity  Montreal  Oignite.  Newman  Centre.  3484  Peel  St. 
H3A  1W8  (514)  392-6711.  For  gay  catholics  and  friends  Monday 
7.30  pm 

Eqlise  Communautaire  de  Montreal.  Montreal  Community 
Church,  CP  610.  succ  NDG.  H4A  3R1 .  (514)  489-7845. 
Z  Federation  canadienne  des  transsexuels  pour  le  Quebec.  16  rue 
Viau.  VaudreuilJ7V  1A7 

ZFemmes  gaies  de  McGill,  3480,  rue  McTavish,  H3A  1X9  (514) 
392-8920 

□  Gai-ecoute  (hommes).  (514)  843-5652  Wed-Sat,  7-11  pm 
Z  Gay  Fathers  of  Montreal,  c/o  Gay  Info 

ZGay  Health  Clinic.  Montreal  Youth  Clinic/Clinique  des  Jeunes  de 

Montreal.  3465  Peel  Street.  H3A  1X1.  (514)  842-8576  General 

practice.  Mon-Fn,  9-5  pm;  open  until  8  pm  Mon  &  Fri  only  Closed 

daily  12:30-1:30  pm. 

ZGay  Into,  CP1164,  succ  H.  H3G  2N1.  (514)  933-2395.  Thurs- 

Sat.  7-10:30  pm  Recorded  message  other  times  Counselling  and 

information 

ZGay  Physicians  of  Montreal/Les  medecins  gai(e)s  de  Montreal 

a/s  2151.  rue  Lincoln.  N*  20.  H2H 1J2. 

ZGay  and  Lesbian  Social  Services.  5  rue  Weredale  Pk,  Westmount 

H3Z  1Y5  (514)937-9581. 

Z  Gayline.  c/o  Gay  Social  Services  Project,  5  rue  Weredale  Pk, 

Westmount.  H3Z  1Y5.  (514)  931-5330  (women).  ThursandSat. 

7-11  pm;  931-8668  (men).  7  days  a  week.  7-11  pm  Info  and  coun- 
selling in  English 
Gays  and  Lesbians  at  McGill.  3480  rue  McTavish.  local  417. 

H3A  1X9  (514)  392-8912 

[   Le  Goeland(AA).  4652  rue  Jeanne-Mance.  (514)728-3228  For 

lesbian  and  gay  alcoholics 

Z  Groupe  de  discussion  pour  lesbiennes.  5  Weredale  Park, 

H3Z  1Y5.  (514)932-9581  (Joanne  Stitt). 
Groupe  pour  lesbiennes  alcooliques  (AA).  6517  rue  St-Denis 
Integrity:  Gay  Anglicans  and  their  Iriends.  Box  562.  Verdun 

H4G  3E4   (514)766-9623 


ZJeunesse  Lambda  Youth,  c/o  The  Yellow  Door.  3625  rue  Aylmer, 
2nd  floor.  H2X  2C3 

□  Lesbian  and  Gay  Friends  of  Concordia,  c/o  CUSA,  Concordia 
University.  1455  boulde  Maisonneuve  ouest.  H3G  1M8 

(514)  879-8406  Office:  room  307.  2070  MacKay,  open  1-4  pm 
weekdays  Meetings  Thurs  at  4  pm  in  room  H-333-6 

Lesbiennes  a  lecoute  (514)843-5661  CP36.  SuccC. 
H2L  4J7.  Wed-Sat,  7-11  pm. 

□  Libralrie  I'Androgyne,  3642  boul  St  Laurent,  2nd  floor. 
H2X  2V4  (514)  842-4765. 

□  Ligue  Lambda  Inc.  CP  701.  succ  N.  H2X  2N2.  (514)  526-1967 
(Claude)  or  523-8026  (Donald).  Sports  group. 

□  Live  and  Let  Live.  Alcoholics  Anonymous  group  for  gay  men  and 
women,  Tuesdays.  7:30  pm.  Rm210,  5  Weredale  Park. 

□  Naches  (gay  and  lesbian  Jews)  CP  298 .  succ  H ,  H 3G  2 K8 
(514)  844-0863  or  488-0849.  Meets  at  the  Yellow  Door.  3625 
Aylmer  St.  TuesatSpm 

□  Parallels  Lesbiennes  at  Gals,  radio  programme.  Mon  19h30. 
CIBL-ml.  104.5. 1691  Pie  IX.  local  402.  H1V  2C3.  (514)  526-1489. 
526-5387 

□  Parents  and  Families  ot  Gays,  c/o  Gay  Into 

□  Productions  88,  CP  188,  succ  C.  H2L  4K1 

□  Reunion  des  associations  gaies  et  lesbiennes  a  Montreal 
(RAGLAM),  Box 936,  Stn  H,  H3G  SM9. 

□  Services  communautaires  pour  lesbiennes  et  gais  du  Centre  des 
services  sociaux  Ville-Marie,  5  Weredale  Park.  Westmount. 

H3Z  1Y5.  (514)937-9581  (Joanne Stitt). 

□  Service  Jeunesse,  for  those  25  and  under,  meets  every  Satur- 
day, 8-10  pm  at  263  est.  rue  Ste- Catherine. 

□Travesties  a  Montreal,  support  for  transvestites.  c/o  Gay  Info. 

□  United  Church  Gays  and  Lesbians  in  Quebec/Les  Gais  et  Les- 
biennes de  I'Eglise  Unie  au  Quebec,  c/o  United  Theological  Col- 
lege, 3521  University  St.  H3A  2A9.  (514)  392-6711. 

□Vivre  Gai(e)  (AA),  St  Jean  Anglican  Church,  110,  est  Ste  Cather- 
ine, H2X  1Z6.  (514)  733-0757. 

Quebec 

□  Centre  homophile  d'aide  et  de  liberation,  175  Prince-Edouard. 
G1R4M8.  (418)  523-4997, 


18  EAST  HOTEL 


*KfcS 


Featuring: 


Clean,  affordable  double  roo 

•  Sauna  &  TV  lounge 

•  Free  laundry  facilities 

•  Private  sundeck 

•  Lots  of  free  parking 
And 

•  A  sizzling  bar 

RATES 

$24  per  night  $75  per  week 
(Based  on  single  or  double  occupa 


18  Eastern  Ave.,  Toronto,  Ont.  M5A  1H5 

(416)  368-4040 


□  Groupe  gal  de  I'Universite  Laval.  CP  2500.  Pavilion  Lemieux. 
Cite  universitaire.  Ste-Foy,  G1K  7P4. 

□  Llgue  Mardl-Gai.  (418)  529-6973  (Jean  Claude  Roy) 

Sherbrooke 

□  L'Association  pour  lepanouissement  de  la  communaute  gaie  de 
I'Estrle,  CP294.J1H  5J1 

NEW  BRUNSWICK 
Fredericton 

Fredericton  Lesbians  and  Gays.  Box  1556.  Stn  A.  E3B  5G2 
(506)  457-2156.  Meets  2nd  Wed  of  month. 

Moncton 

□  Gais  et  Lesbiennes  de  Moncton.  CP  7102.  Riverview.  Nouveau 
Brunswick. 

Saint  John 

□  Lesbian  and  Gay  Organization  -  Saint  John  (LAGO-SJ).  Box 

6494,  Stn  A,  St  John,  E2L4R9. 

Western  NB 

□  Northern  Lambda  Nord,  Box  990,  Caribou.  Maine  04736  USA 
Serving  Western  NB  and  Northern  Maine  (Madawaska/Victoria/ 
Carlton,  NB;  Temiscouata.  Quebec;  and  Aroostook,  Maine).  Gay 
phoneline:  (207)  896-5888. 

NOVA  SCOTIA 

Halifax 

□  Gay  Alliance  for  Equality  Inc.  Box  3611,  Halifax  South  Postal  Stn, 
B3J  3K6.  (902)429-4294. 

□  Gayline.  (902)  423-1389.  Box  361 1 ,  Halifax  South  Postal  Stn. 
B3J  3K6.  Thurs-Sat,  7-10  pm.  Info,  referrals  and  peer  coun- 
selling. 

□  Lesbian  Drop-In.  2nd  and  4th  Fri  of  month,  1225  Barrington  St. 
Into:  429-4063  Music  and  conversation. 

□  Live  and  Let  Live  Group,  tor  gay  alcoholics.  Phone  or  write  GAE. 

□  Rumours  (gay  community  centre),  1586  Granville  St,  (902) 
423-6814.  Write;  Box  3611.  Halifax  South  Postal  Stn,  B3J  3K6 

□  Sparrow,  (gay  and  lesbian  Christians  and  friends),  c/o  Box 
3611.  South  Stn.  B3J  3K6.  Meets  Sun  at  8  pm.  (902)425-6967. 

NEWFOUNDLAND 

Provincial 

□  Gay  Association  in  Newfoundland.  Box  1364.  Stn  C.St  John's. 
A1C  5N5. 

PUBLICATIONS 

□  Action!  Right  to  Privacy  Committee,  730  Bathurst  St.  M5S  2R4. 
□Angles.  Box  2259.  MPO.  Vancouver,  BC  V5B  3W2. 

(604)  684-6869. 

□The  Body  Politic,  Box  7289,  Stn  A.  Toronto,  ON  M5W  1X9. 

(416)  364-6320. 

□  Qa  s'attrape!!,  a  lesbian  monthly.  CP  771,  Succ  C.  Montreal.  QC 
H2L  4L6. 

□  Communique,  Box 990,  Caribou,  Maine 04736,  USA. 

□  FLAGMAG,  Box  1556,  Stn  A,  Fredericton,  NBE3B  5G2. 

□  Flagrant.  Box  651,  Stn  E.  Victoria.  BCV8W  2P3.  Lesbian 
feminist. 

□  The  Gay  Gleaner.  Box  1852,  Edmonton.  AB  T5J  2P2. 

□  Gay  Niagara  News.  Box  692.  Niagara  Falls.  ON  L2E  6V5. 

□  Gay  Phoenix,  Box  44,  Stn  B,  Hamilton,  ON  L8L  7T5. 
(416)  639-6050. 

□  GEM  Journal,  Box  62.  Brampton,  ON  L6V  2K7. 

□  Gender  Review,  a  publication  of  the  Foundation  for  the  Advance- 
ment of  Canadian  Transsexuals  (FACT),  primarily  of  interest  to 
male-to-female  transsexuals.  Box  291.  Stn  A,  Hamilton.  ON 

L8N  3C8 

□  GLOW  Newsletter,  c/o  Federation  ot  Students,  U  of  Waterloo. 
Waterloo,  ON  N2L3G1. 

□  GO  Info,  Gays  of  Ottawa/Gaisdel'Outaouais.  Box  2919.  Stn  D. 
Ottawa,  ON  K1P5W9. 

□  Guelph  Gay  Equality  Newsletter,  Box  773.  Guelph.  ON  N1H  6L8 

□  HALO  Newsletter,  649  Colborne Street.  London,  ON  N6A  3Z2. 

□  Lesbian/Lesbienne.  Box  70.  Stn  F,  Toronto,  ON  M4Y  2L4 

□  Metamorphosis,  a  publication  of  interest  to  female-to-male 
transsexuals.  Box  5963,  Stn  A,  Toronto  ON  M5W  1P4 

□  Network  Victoria,  Dept  7,  Box  4276,  Stn  A,  Victoria,  BC 
V8X  3X4.(902)381-2225. 

□The  Open  Ooor.  rural  lesbian  newsletter  Northern  Lesbians 
(Collective).  RR  2,  Box  50,  Usk  Store,  Terrace,  BC  V8G  3Z9, 

□  Perceptions,  Box  8581,  Saskatoon,  SKS7K  6K7. 

□  Le  petit  Berdache,  bi-monthly  information  bulletin  of  ADGLQ,  CP 
36,  Succ  C,  Montreal,  QC  H2L  4J7.  (514)  843-8671 

□  Rencontres  Gaies.  Editions  Homeureux  Enr.  CP245,  Succ  N. 
Montreal.  QC  H2X  3M4. 

□  Rites  Box  65,  Stn  F.  Toronto,  ON  M4Y  2L4 

□  Sortie,  North  America's  major  French-language  gay  publication, 
CP  232.  Succ  C.  Montreal,  QC  H2L  4K1  (514)  521-2732.  Office: 
4286,  rue  Boyer, 

□  Target,  newsletter  of  the  Island  Gay  Community  Centre  Society, 
Box  695,  Stn  E,  Victoria.  BC  V9W  2P9 

'  iThompson  Area  Gay  Group  Newsletter,  Box  3343.  Kamloops,  BC 
V2C  6B9. 
(Thunder  Gay,  c/o  Box  2155,  Thunder  Bay,  ON 

□  Voices:  A  Survival  Manual  for  Wimmin,  c/o  I  Andrews,  RR2. 
Kenora,  ON  P9N  3W8.  Lesbian  journal 


GET  YOUR  GROUP 
INTO  NETWORK! 

Network  is  TBP's  listing  of  lesbian  and  gay  groups 
throughout  Canada  and  Quebec.  It's  a  way  of 
letting  people  in  your  part  of  the  country  know 
what's  happening,  and  a  way  of  getting  others 
involved. 

We'll  gladly  change,  add  or  delete  any  informa- 
tion on  your  group  —  just  drop  us  a  line! 
Network,  The  Body  Politic,  Box  7289,  Stn  A, 
Toronto,  ON  M5W  1X9. 
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The  ticket 
to  saving! 

At  the  other  end  of  this  ticket  you'll  find  a 
postage-paid  order  card  that  can  save  you 
five  bucks. 

Use  that  card  to  order  a  twelve-issue 
subscription  —  a  $24.00  value  —  for  as  little 
as  $18.95! 

And  here's  our  guarantee. 

If  you  miss  an  issue  on  your  subscription 
for  any  reason,  simply  call  us  collect  at 
416-364-6320.  We'll  replace  it  promptly. 
Free. 

Keep  this  ticket  as  our  guarantee  and 
record  of  our  phone  number.  Then  order 
your  subscription  today. 


ssssssssssssssssss 

The  ticket 
to  saving! 

At  the  other  end  of  this  ticket  you'll  find  a 
postage-paid  order  card  that  can  save  you 
five  bucks. 

Use  that  card  to  order  a  twelve-issue 
subscription  —  a  $24.00  value  —  for  as  little 
as  $18.95! 

And  here's  our  guarantee. 

I  f  you  miss  an  issue  on  your  subscription 
for  any  reason,  simply  call  us  collect  at 
416-364-6320.  We'll  replace  it  promptly. 
Free. 

Keep  this  ticket  as  our  guarantee  and 
record  of  our  phone  number.  Then  order 
your  subscription  today. 


THE  WORLD 

Court  frees  English  youth  from  social  services  farce 

Escaping  compulsory  "care" 


After  a  long  battle,  18-year-old 
Simon  Knill-Jones  of  Worthing, 
England,  has  been  released  from 
the  custody  of  a  social  service 
agency  that  disapproved  of  his  re- 
lationship with  a  39-year-old  man. 

West  Sussex  Social  Services  took 
Knill-Jones  into  their  "care"  in  1983 
when  they  discovered  him  living  in  a  lod- 
ging provided  by  his  lover,  Chris  Moore. 
Knill-Jones  was  removed  to  a  juvenile 
detention  centre  because  social  workers 
believed  he  was  in  "moral  danger." 

Knill-Jones  left  his  parents'  home  in 
April  1983.  "Increased  rows  and  ten- 
sions" with  his  parents  had  made  the 
situation  "intolerable,"  he  said.  His 
mother  had  pressed  him  about  his  rela- 
tionship and  he  began  to  feel  that 
"everything  was  getting  on  top  of  me." 
Two  suicide  attempts  followed,  and 
Simon  finally  left  home. 

Moore,  who  was  in  the  process  of 
divorcing  his  wife,  arranged  for  Simon 
to  lodge  with  friends.  He  and  Knill- 
Jones  saw  each  other  frequently  until 
May  1983,  when  Moore  was  arrested  and 
charged  with  assaulting  his  son. 

The  charges  were  dropped  after  a  few 
weeks  but,  while  he  was  in  custody, 
police  discovered  a  nude  photo  of  Knill- 
Jones  in  Moore's  possession.  (Knill- 
Jones  says  the  photo  was  taken  "as  a 
prank"  at  a  party  before  he  ever  met 
Moore).  Knill-Jones,  detained  and  ques- 
tioned about  his  relationship  with 
Moore,  refused  to  answer  questions  and 
was  referred  for  psychiatric  assessment. 
At  a  Juvenile  Court  hearing  in  June 
1983,  Knill-Jones  said  he  did  not  want  to 
return  to  his  parents'  home.  He  was  sent 
to  the  Beechfields  assessment  centre, 
with  a  promise  that  he  would  be  free  to 
live  on  his  own  "in  the  very  near  future." 

Frustrated  by  the  atmosphere  at  the 


Knill-Jones:  free  from  "hamfisted"  care 

juvenile  centre,  Knill-Jones  escaped 
after  four  weeks  and  went  to  live  with 
Moore,  only  to  be  arrested  in  October, 
accused  of  forging  his  mother's  signa- 
ture on  a  passport  application. 

He  refused  to  return  to  Beechfields  or 
to  obey  the  curfew  and  the  restrictions 
that  were  placed  on  him  as  conditions  to 
living  on  his  own. 

He  was  again  arrested  and  returned  to 
Beechfields  in  December  1983  after  leav- 
ing his  court-approved  lodgings  to  spend 
Christmas  with  Moore. 

Knill- Jones's  application  to  have  the 
custody  order  dismissed  was  heard  in 
June  1984.  Dr  Heller,  the  psychiatrist 
appointed  to  assess  Simon,  called  the  ac- 
tions of  West  Sussex  Social  Services 
"hamfisted,"  and  said  that  in  a  contest 
between  Simon  and  someone  who  was 
going  to  exploit  him,  "I'd  put  my  money 
on  Simon."  Barrister  Elizabeth  Wood- 
craft called  the  care  order  "a  farce" 
and,  ultimately,  the  court  agreed. 

Simon  Knill-Jones  is  finally  free  to 
live  on  his  own,  and  plans  to  go  into 
business  with  Chris  Moore.  □ 


AIDS-test  ambiguities  raise  concern 


SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Evidence  is 
mounting  that  the  virus  called  HTLV-3 
(human  T-cell  lymphotrophic  virus)  is  the 
principal  cause  in  the  development  of 
Acquired  Immune  Deficiency  Syndrome 

A  California  study,  reported  in  the 
August  24  issue  of  Science,  found  anti- 
bodies to  what  appears  to  be  the  same 
virus  in  one-hundred  percent  of  AIDS  pa- 
tients tested,  92  percent  of  patients  with 
lymphadenopathy  syndrome  and  93  per- 
cent of  sexual  partners  of  AIDS  patients. 
The  study  also  found  the  antibodies  in  64 
percent  of  clinically  healthy  gay  men 
tested,  and  in  none  of  a  heterosexual  con- 
trol group. 

While  results  seem  to  show  that  the 
majority  of  gay  men  have  been  in  contact 
with  the  virus,  it  is  not  yet  known  what  a 
positive  test  result  means.  The  test  only 
finds  the  presence  of  antibodies  (which 
show  that  at  some  point  an  individual  has 
been  exposed  to  the  virus),  and  cannot  in- 
dicate the  presence  of  antigens  (which 
would  indicate  that  the  individual  still  has 
the  virus  in  the  blood  system). 

In  other  words,  a  gay  man's  positive 
test  result  does  not  indicate  whether  he 
can  pass  on  the  virus  to  someone  else, 
whether  he  might  develop  an  illness,  or 
whether  he  is  immune  to  AIDS. 


As  testing  for  HTLV-3  begins  across  the 
USA,  controversy  about  the  significance 
and  confidentiality  of  the  test  increases. 

"As  many  as  90  percent  of  all  gay  men 
can  expect  to  get  positive  test  results," 
said  Rodger  McFarlane,  executive  direc- 
tor of  New  York's  Gay  Men's  Health 
Crisis.  Activists  are  cautioning  about 
non-medical  side-effects  for  those  tested, 
such  as  increased  anxiety  about  one's 
health  and  discrimination  based  on 
testing  results.  Noting  the  high  costs  of 
AIDS  medical  care,  Paul  Popham  of  Gay 
Men's  Health  Crisis  warned  about  the  use 
of  HTLV-3  to  disqualify  both  healthy  and 
ill  persons  from  insurance  programmes. 


Concern  about  the  confidentiality  of 
testing  increased  after  a  letter  from  Dr 
James  Curran,  head  of  the  AIDS  activity 
branch  of  the  Centers  for  Disease  Con- 
trol, was  leaked  to  the  Bay  Area  Physi- 
cians for  Human  Rights  (BAPHR).  The 
letter  suggests  that  a  national  registry  of 
all  people  who  test  positive  for  HTLV-3  be 
established. 

"If  the  list  follows  the  same  character- 
istics as  the  people  with  AIDS  then  it  will 
be  a  national  list  of  gay  and  bisexual 
men  and  IV  drug  users,"  said  Dr  Neil 
Schram  of  BAPHR.  "Since  homosexual- 
ity is  still  illegal  in  over  20  states  and  IV 
drug  use  (is  illegal)  in  all  states,  the 
potential  of  the  list  falling  into  police 
hands  is  tremendous." 

More  than  1 ,000  people  gathered  in  a 
candlelight  vigil  on  San  Francisco's  Cas- 
tro Street  August  17,  in  memory  of  Bobbi 
Campbell.  Known  as  the  "AIDS  cover 
boy,"  Campbell  had  become  a  national 
figure,  through  his  tireless  work  in  sup- 
port of  AIDS  patients  and  research,  since 
1981  when  he  was  diagnosed  with  the  syn- 
drome. Campbell  died  of  meningitis  on 
August  15.  He  was  32  years  old. 

Finally,  gland  transplants  carried  out  at 
Yale  University  and  in  Holland  may  hold 
some  hope  for  people  who  have  AIDS. 
The  treatment  involves  taking  a  small 
portion  of  the  thymus  gland  from  infants 
who  are  being  operated  on  for  heart  dis- 
ease, and  implanting  it  in  AIDS  patients. 
Five  of  15  patients  treated  in  the  US  have 
shown  unexpected  improvement,  accord- 
ing to  Dr  John  Dwyer  of  Yale.  □ 

Video  spying  sparks 
summer  of  protests 

INDIANAPOLIS  —  For  five  consecu- 
tive weeks  this  summer,  more  than  300 
people  attended  sit-down  protests 
against  the  Indianapolis  police  depart- 
ment's surveillance  programme  of  the 
city's  downtown  "gay  zone." 

For  the  last  three  summers,  police  have 
been  videotaping  pedestrians  in  the  zone 
under  the  "Selective  Site  Deterrence  Sur- 
veillance" operation.  The  Indianapolis 
police  chief  claims  the  tapes  are  designed 
to  catch  a  "psychopathic"  killer  while  de- 
terring transvestites,  prostitutes,  hustlers 
and  "child  pornographers"  from  com- 
mitting crimes  in  the  area. 

Last  summer,  the  Indiana  Civil  Liber- 
ties Union  (ICLU)  threatened  the  police 
with  legal  action  if  they  didn't  stop  the 
surveillance  and  destroy  the  tapes.  The 
suit  was  withheld  after  the  ICLU  reached 
a  "gentlemen's  agreement"  with  police, 
said  ICLU  Executive  Director  Michael 


The  CDC's  Dr  James  Curran:  could  an  HTLV-3  test  registry  put  your  name  in  his  machine? 


Gradison.  "Ideally  we  don't  want  any 
surveillance  at  all,  but  we  have  faith  in  the 
word  of  the  police."  Monitoring  of  police 
actions  is  now  left  up  to  individual  citi- 
zens, but  ICLU  and  the  police  department 
are  negotiating  an  agreement  which 
would  allow  an  independent  third  party 
to  monitor  taping  and  view  tapes  when 
complaints  are  filed. 

To  date,  police  have  not  allowed  any- 
one to  see  the  tapes  despite  an  earlier  an- 
noucement  that  any  citizen  could  review 
them.D    . 

Supervisors  say  no 
to  ban  on  bath  sex 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —A  proposal  that 
would  have  given  city  health  director 
Mervyn  Silverman  the  power  to  regulate 
bathhouses  was  unanimously  defeated 
August  9  by  the  city's  Public  Protection 
Committee. 

Support  for  the  move,  originally 
strong,  died  in  the  face  of  mounting  evi- 
dence that  a  ban  on  sex  in  the  baths,  as 
proposed  by  Dr  Silverman,  violated  civil 
rights. 

The  Northern  California  chapter  of 
the  American  Civil  Liberties  Union  an- 
nounced its  intentions  to  "carefully 
scrutinize  any  government  efforts  to 
combat  AIDS  which  would  regulate,  re- 
strict or  prohibit  any  consensual  sexual 
behavior  among  gay  men. . .  to  the  extent 
that  those  activities  occur  in...  (places 
where)  such  conduct  will  not  be  ob- 
served by  persons  who  are  likely  to  find 
it  offensive." 

Despite  the  supervisors'  decision  to 
table  Silverman's  proposal,  along  with 
an  amendment  by  Supervisor  Harry 
Britt  which  would  have  specifically  pro- 
hibited police  from  interfering  with  sex 
in  private  places  like  the  baths,  the  con- 
troversy isn't  over  yet.  Although  Silver- 
man can't  enforce  his  rules  banning 
bathhouse  sex,  he  can  still  ask  the  police 
department,  which  licences  the  baths,  to 
adopt  the  ban  on  sex  as  a  way  of  com- 
batting the  spread  of  AIDS.  □ 

Chinese  kills  himself 
after  affairs  revealed 

BEIJING  —  A  schoolteacher  living  in 
central  China  committed  suicide  June  12 
after  it  was  revealed  that  he  had  sexual 
relations  with  five  male  students,  ac- 
cording to  Hunan  Provincial  Radio. 

When  a  student  informed  the  authori- 
ties that  Ai  Zhuxun  was  having  an  affair 
with  another  student,  the  local  Com- 
munist Party  ordered  the  teacher  to  "ex- 
amine himself."  Ai  then  took  an  over- 
dose of  sleeping  pills. 

A  diary  discovered  after  his  death  re- 
vealed that  he  had  killed  himself  out  of 
shame,  and  also  as  an  act  of  political  defi- 
ance. Apparently,  Ai  secretly  supported 
the  "ultra-leftist"  line  of  the  Gang  of 
Four  and  the  Cultural  Revolution. 

American  media  reporting  the  inci- 
dent were  quick  to  talk  about  the  "ille- 
gality" of  homosexual  acts  in  China  and 
the  "harsh  punishment"  it  incurs. 
"Even  the  death  penalty...  cannot  be 
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ruled  out ,' '  said  the  August  4  issue  of  the 
Miami  Herald,  which  went  on  to  specu- 
late that  "it  is  possible  that  Ai  killed 
himself  simply  to  avoid  execution." 

However,  a  major  report  issued  in 
1983  by  a  Hong  Kong  government  com- 
mission made  it  clear  that  there  are  no 
laws  prohibiting  homosexual  activity  in 
the  People's  Republic  of  China.  The 
commission  even  used  that  fact  to  argue 
for  speedy  law  reform  in  Hong  Kong, 
where  gay  sex  is  still  illegal. 

The  previous  official  Chinese  position 
that  "homosexuality  does  not  exist  in 
China"  is  no  longer  maintained.  It  is 
clear  from  Ai's  suicide,  however,  that 
social  pressures  still  enforce  strict  clos- 
etry  on  China's  millions  of  lesbians  and 
gay  men.  □ 

British  boy-lover 

makes  refugee  bid 

LONDON  —  Steven  Adrian  Smith,  a 
member  of  Britain's  Paedophile  Inform- 
ation Exchange  (PIE)  has  fled  to  Hol- 
land and  applied  for  refugee  status  on 
the  grounds  that  he  has  a  well-founded 
fear  of  persecution  in  his  own  country. 

Smith  is  one  of  three  PIE  members 
facing  charges,  including  publishing  an 
obscene  article,  incitement  to  commit  in- 
decent assault  and  gross  indecency.  The 
charges,  resulting  from  an  article  which 
appeared  in  the  PIE  magazine  Contact  in 
June  1982,  were  laid  after  the  British 
gutter  press  published  savage  attacks  on 
the  group. 

The  Dutch  government  has  stated  its 
willingness  to  consider  cases  involving 
persecution  on  the  basis  of  homosexual- 
ity. Age  of  consent  in  Holland  is  16  but 
police  generally  do  not  prosecute  cases 
of  child-adult  love  where  the  child  is 
older  than  12,  unless  abuse  is  clearly 
involved.  □ 

Daycare  jobs  at  stake 

after  pedo  book  fight 

PHILADELPHIA—  The  gay  bookstore 
Giovanni's  Room  has  become  the  target 
of  a  demonstration  and  threats  of  vio- 
lence for  selling  a  booklet  entitled  How  to 
Have  Sex  with  Kids  after  a  city  councilor 
demanded  that  it  be  banned. 

David  Sonenschien,  the  booklet's  auth- 
or and  publisher,  has  been  arrested  in 
Texas,  accused  of  promoting  obscenity. 

How  to  Have  Sex  with  Kids  came  to 
the  attention  of  Councilwoman  Joan 
Specter  last  May.  It  was  allegedly  turned 
over  to  her  by  the  director  of  a  social  ser- 
vice agency  for  homeless  youths.  Specter 
also  showed  it  to  her  husband,  Republi- 
can Senator  Arlen  Specter,  chair  of  the 
Senate  Juvenile  Justice  Subcommittee. 

Lori  Stern,  a  spokesperson  for  Coun- 
cilwoman Specter,  said  the  booklet  came 
to  the  media's  attention  after  the  Senator 
made  an  off-hand  reference  to  it  on  a 
local  talk  show.  But  the  owners  of 
Giovanni's  Room  allege  that  Joan  Spec- 
ter called  a  press  conference  to  inform  the 
media  of  the  pamphlet's  existence. 

On  May  31,  150  demonstrators  turned 
up  at  Giovanni's  Room,  invited  by  two 
local  DJs.  The  DJs  said  later  that  the 
target  of  the  demonstration  was  not 
"alternative  lifestyles"  but  the  sexual 
abuse  of  children.  The  crowd  dispersed 
when  bookstore  co-owner  Ed  Hermance, 
after  initially  refusing  to  remove  the 
booklet  from  the  shelves,  changed  his 
mind  and  announced  that  How  to  Have 
Sex  with  Kids  would  no  longer  be  avail- 
able in  the  shop.  Giovanni's  Room  con- 
tinued to  be  a  target.  The  store  received 


bomb  threats  and  on  June  7  a  brick  was 
hurled  through  one  of  its  windows. 

Clay  Van  Battenberg,  a  staff  member 
at  Giovanni's  Room,  said  that  an  ad-hoc 
group  of  lesbians,  gay  men,  feminists 
and  straight  men  asked  Giovanni's 
Room  to  remove  any  material  advocat- 
ing pedophilia  from  the  shelves  of  the 
store.  Staff  have  "agreed  to  look  at  the 
material  one-by-one,"  said  Van  Bat- 
tenberg. "We  don't  have  hard  and  fast 
rules  as  to  what  we're  going  to  discon- 
tinue carrying.  We'll  look  more  closely 
at  any  books  regarding  pedophilia  but 
we  haven't  made  any  decisions  yet." 
Asked  how  the  ad-hoc  group  defined 
"advocacy,"  Van  Battenberg  said  "if 
it's  not  anti-pedophilia,  it's  advocacy." 

Councilwoman  Specter  is  now  trying 
to  introduce  legislation  that  would 
enable  background  checks  on  people  ap- 
plying for  jobs  in  daycare  in  Philadel- 
phia, using  the  state  registry  of  child 
abusers.  This  could  have  serious  implica- 
tions for  lesbians  and  gay  men  wanting 
to  work  in  daycare.  Included  in  the  list 
are  people  who  participate  in  "voluntary 
deviate  sexual  intercourse."  "Deviate" 
sex,  according  to  the  registry,  includes 
oral  and  anal  intercourse  regardless  of 
the  ages  of  the  participants.  □ 

British  Customs  raids 
Zipper;  stops  Gai  Pied 

LONDON  —  More  than  20  officers 
from  Scotland  Yard's  Obscene  Publica- 
tions Squad  raided  the  Zipper  store, 
England's  only  licenced  gay  sex  shop,  on 
the  morning  of  July  25. 

The  police  stayed  for  four  hours  and 
removed  more  than  5,000  magazines  — 
almost  the  entire  stock  of  the  store. 
Then,  they  went  to  the  offices  of 
Millivres  Ltd,  publishers  of  HIM/Gay 
Times  and  the  other  magazines  in  the 
Zipper  Group:  Mister,  Vulcan  and  Zip- 
per. The  offices  also  house  the  maga- 
zines' photographic  studio.  Police  ob- 
tained a  second  warrant  under  the  Pro- 
tection of  Children  Act  after  raising 
questions  about  the  age  of  the  model  ap- 
pearing in  a  photograph  seized  from  the 
studio.  The  magazine  publishers  insist 
the  model  is  not  under  age. 

Zipper  store  proprietor  Alex  McKen- 
na  characterizes  his  stock  of  male  nude 
magazines  as  "very  tame"  and  says  that 
they  proved  to  Camden  Council  when 
their  licence  was  issued  that  they  were 
"not  interested  in  selling  'hard'  porn, 
kiddie  porn,  sadistic  material  or  sex 
videos." 

Walter  Easey,  head  of  Camden  Coun- 
cil's Police  Committee  Research  Unit, 
also  questioned  the  legal  grounds  for  the 
raid.  "There's  obviously  a  contradiction 
between  issuing  a  sex  shop  licence  and 
then  allowing  these  raids."  So  far,  no 
charges  have  been  laid. 

• 
British  Customs  has  also  seized  a  ship- 
ment of  American  gay  books,  bound  for 
Houseman's  Bookshop  in  London,  and 
copies  of  the  French  gay  magazine  Gai 
Pied,  headed  for  Gay's  the  Word.  The 
NCCL  believes  the  seizure  of  Gai  Pied 
<gpuld  be  illegal  under  the  Treaty  of 
Rome,  which  guarantees  free  movement 
of  goods  between  Common  Market 
countries. 

• 
The  National  Council  for  Civil  Liberties 
(NCCL)  has  agreed  to  take  on  the 
defence  of  Gay's  the  Word  bookstore  on 
charges  laid  following  an  April  raid  by 
Her  Majesty's  Customs  and  Excise. 

Larry  Gostin,  General  Secretary  of 
the  NCCL,  says  it  will  be  the  "major 
political  trial  of  the  year."  Referring  to 


the  cost  of  the  defence,  which  could  be 
as  high  as  £20,000,  Gostin  said  "I  hon- 
estly believe  that  there  is  a  definite  in- 
tention to  bankrupt  some  of  these 
bookshops."  □ 

Australian  network 
recognizes  lovers 

SYDNEY —  In  what  has  been  described 
as  an  historic  move,  the  Australian 
Broadcasting  Corporation  (ABC)  an- 
nounced August  2  that  homosexual  rela- 
tionships would  be  recognized  for  em- 
ployee travel,  accomodation  and  be- 
reavement leave  entitlements,  thus  giv- 
ing gay  lovers  the  same  benefits  as  heter- 
osexual spouses. 

The  move  "sparked  off  a  flaming 
row"  according  to  Sydney  correspon- 
dent Kendall  Lovett.  The  Liberal  /  Na- 
tional opposition  party  threatened  to 
reverse  the  order  if  it  could  defeat  the 
present  Labour  government  in  the  next 
election. 

The  Premier  of  Queensland  called  the 
policy  "degenerate,"  and  the  Anglican 
Dean  of  Sydney,  the  Very  Reverend 
Lance  Shilton,  said  in  a  sermon  that  it 
was  "reprehensible  to  give  community 
acceptance  to  sodomy  as  a  legitimate 
way  of  life."  Shilton  also  attacked  long- 
standing ABC  policy  giving  benefits  to 
"common  law"  heterosexual  spouses. 

The  homophobes  had  more  reason  to 
grit  their  teeth  a  week  later  on  August  8, 
when  Ralph  McLean  was  sworn  in  as  the 
first  openly-gay  mayor  of  any  Australian 
municipality.  McLean,  27,  became 
mayor  of  the  municipality  of  Fitzroy, 
immediately  north  of  the  city  of  Mel- 
bourne, after  sitting  as  a  Labour  Party 
city  councilor. 

Wearing  his  flowing  black  mayoral 
robes  trimmed  with  white  lace,  and  with 
two  gold  rings  in  his  right  ear  ("the 
closest  I  get  to  drag"),  McLean  said  he 
had  four  close  friends  who  would  act  as 
the  mayor's  escort  when  the  occasion 
called  for  it. 

Fitzroy  has  a  large  gay  population  and 
McLean  said  that  although  he  was  inter- 
ested in  the  problems  of  minorities,  in- 
cluding aboriginals,  he  felt  the  main 
issues  facing  the  area  were  housing,  ur- 
ban conservation  and  transportation.  □ 

Mexican  pride  day 
marred  by  divisions 

MEXICO  CITY  —  Ugly  divisions  within 
the  Mexican  gay  movement  burst  into 
the  open  on  June  30  as  3,000  people 
marched  through  the  city  centre  in  this 
country's  sixth  annual  Gay  Pride  march. 

The  majority  of  organizations  —  in- 
cluding Grupo  Lambda  de  Liberacion 
Homosexual,  the  lesbian  collective 
Oikabeth,  Grupo  Neuva  Batalla  and 
groups  from  Colima,  Guanajuato,  Gua- 
dalajara, Nogales,  Toluca,  Puebla,  and 
Baja  California  —  had  planned  to  have 
the  march  led  by  a  contingent  dressed  in 
black  to  mourn  the  murders  of  gays. 
However,  former  members  of  the  Ho- 
mosexual Front  for  Revolutionary  Ac- 
tion (FHAR)  successfully  forced  their 
way  to  the  front  and  refused  to  with- 
draw. As  the  marched  ended,  the  FHAR 
took  over  the  stage  and  the  rally  degen- 
erated into  a  shouting  match  as  the  con- 
fused marchers  drifted  away. 

FHAR  dissolved  itself  into  autono- 
mous collectives  in  1981,  but  some  of  its 
organizers  still  consider  themselves  the 
leadership  of  the  movement.  Its  leaflet, 
distributed  to  the  march,  accused  more 
mainstream  organizations  of  reformism, 


megalomania  and  isolation,  and  it  called 
for  the  mercy  killing  of  the  "cancerous" 
gay  movement. 

In  reply,  sixteen  other  Mexican  groups 
published  a  declaration  in  the  progres- 
sive press  outlining  the  movement's 
gains  over  recent  years  and  accusing 
FHAR  of  intolerance,  irrationality  and 
verbal  and  physical  intimidation. 

On  a  somewhat  more  optimistic  note, 
after  months  of  pressure  by  gay  and  civil 
liberties  groups,  authorities  in  Mexico 
City  and  Guadalajara  announced  an  end 
to  the  practice  of  massive  police  sweeps 
of  "disreputable"  areas.  The  sweeps 
had  led  to  the  harassment  and  arrest  of 
thousands  of  gay  men  in  both  cities  over 
the  last  year,  as  part  of  the  new  Mexican 
government's  policy  of  law,  order  and 
' '  moral  renovation . "  □ 

Two  cops  charged 
in  1982  GCN  arson 

BOSTON  —  Seven  men,  including  two 
police  officers,  two  firefighters  and  a 
security  guard,  have  been  charged  with 
setting  163  fires  in  the  Boston  area,  in- 
cluding the  blaze  that  destroyed  the  of- 
fices of  Gay  Community  News,  Fag  Rag 
and  Glad  Day  Bookshop  July  7, 1982. 

According  to  US  Attorney  William 
Weld,  the  fires  were  started  to  create  the 
impression  that  police  and  firefighting 
personnel  were  greatly  needed  in  light  of 
government  cutbacks. 

Prosecuting  attorney  Mark  Robinson 
said  he  had  "no  evidence"  that  the 
arsonists  knew  that  one  of  the  torched 
buildings  housed  the  offices  of  GCN  and 
Glad  Day.  However,  there  had  been 
speculation  at  the  time  of  the  blaze  that 
police  might  have  had  a  hand  in  the  inci- 
dent, given  the  adversarial  relationship 
between  the  gay  community  and  the 
Boston  police  department.  □ 

Museum  celebrates 
100  years  of  gay  life 

BERLIN  —The  Berlin  Historical 
Museum  has  staged  a  unique  exhibition 
entitled  "El  Dorado:  the  History,  Daily 
Life  and  Culture  of  Homosexual  Wom- 
en and  Men  in  Berlin,  1850-1950,"  in 
spite  of  right-wing  protest  and  personal 
threats  against  museum  director  Rolf 
Bothe. 

The  exhibition,  which  took  two  years 
in  planning,  paid  tribute  to  a  century  of 
the  history  of  Berlin's  gay  community, 
and  charted  its  involvement  in  artistic, 
social,  intellectual  and  cultural 
developments. 

"The  Berlin  of  the  Weimar  Republic  is 
unthinkable  without  its  homosexual  citi- 
zens," said  Bothe  in  the  exhibition's  216 
page  catalogue.  The  exhibition  also  show- 
ed the  extent  of  persecution  and  mass 
murder  of  gay  people  during  the  Nazi 
period. 

Museum  authorities,  originally  luke- 
warm about  the  project,  became  fully 
committed  when  they  began  to  experience 
the  strength  of  homophobic  protests  that 
the  exhibition  aroused.  "Berlin  must 
keep  its  reputation  as  a  tolerant  city,  open 
to  the  world,  constantly  making  efforts  to 
preserve  this,"  said  Bothe.  □ 

World  News  credits 

Robert  French,  Kendall  Lovett  and  The  Sydney  Star 
(Sydney);  Alejandro  Brito  (Mexico  City);  Crisdlida 
(Guadalajara);  Gay  News  (Philadelphia);  Gay  Com- 
munity News  (Boston);  Bay  Area  Reporter  (San 
Francisco);  New  York  Native  (New  York); 
HIM/Gay  Times,  Gay  News  and  Gay  Youth  Mag 
(London). 
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THE  MICHIGAN  WOMYN'S  MUSIC  FESTIVAL 


Is  there  "safe  space"  for  minority  sexuality? 


Why  did  Sharon  Page  go  to  the  Michigan 
Womyn  's  Music  Festival  this  year? 
Because  she  loves  it. . . . 

'  'Last  year  I  went  for  the  first  time  and 
I  really  got  hooked.  I  go  around  pros- 
elytizing for  it  these  days,  telling  women 
it's  an  experience  everyone  should  have  at 
least  once  in  her  lifetime:  to  hang  out  in 
the  country  air  for  a  few  days  —  naked, 
nearly-naked  or  whatever  you  want  to  be 

—  and  feel  totally  safe." 

In  many  ways,  says  Sharon,  it  wasn  't 
as  good  the  second  year  as  it  was  the  first 

—  it  was  better.  But  it  wasn 't  without  its 
problems  either.  And  those  were  mainly 
focussed  on  '  'sex  issues. ' ' 

The  Michigan  festival  was  ten  years 
old  this  year.  Organized  by  the  We  Want 
the  Music  Collective,  it 's  the  oldest  of 
the  US,  lesbian-dominated  "women's 
music ' '  extravaganzas,  and  it 's  still  one 
of  the  largest.  It  no  longer  occupies  the 
pre-eminence  it  did  five  years  ago  when 
it  was  attended  by  8, 000  women;  then 
there  were  only  two  main  festivals,  now 
there  are  a  half  a  dozen.  "Michigan  "  — 
the  festival  that's  known  by  the  name  of 
the  state  that  hosts  it  —  drew  4,500 
women  to  '  'the  land,  "the  site  it  has 
occupied  for  the  past  three  years,  Aug- 
ust 9  to  12,  near  Hart,  Michigan. 

On  her  way  home,  Sharon  Page,  a 
Chicago-based  Gay  Community  News 
contributor,  took  a  side-trip  to  Toronto, 
where  she  was  interviewed  by  Chris 
Bearchellfor  The  Body  Politic. 

• 
Chris:  It's  my  impression  that  sexual 
minorities  are  more  of  a  presence  at 
Michigan  now  than  they  have  been.  Did 
you  see  any  evidence  of  that? 

Sharon:  There  were  more  women 
walking  around  in  harnesses  and  leather 
and  chains  this  year  than  last.  Women 
into  S/M,  porn  or  sex  in  general  did  at- 
tempt to  claim  more  public  space.  Per- 
haps a  bit  naively,  because  we  did  en- 
counter a  very  heavy  backlash. 

Chris:  So  the  tradition  of  the  Michi- 
gan Womyn's  Music  Festival  of  trying  to 
be  inclusive  of  women  in  general,  and 
lesbians  in  particular,  is  breaking  down 
in  the  face  of  the  sex  issues? 

Sharon:  The  sex  issues,  and  the  differ- 
ent definitions  women  have  of  "safe 
space."  Women  who  identify  themselves 
with  the  movement  against  violence 
against  women,  and  who  focus  political- 
ly on  fear  and  on  the  sexual  victimiza- 
tion of  women,  define  safe  space  in  a 
way  that  means,  when  you  come  to 
Michigan,  you  don't  want  to  think 
about  the  hard  sexual  issues  anymore. 
The  desire  to  be  free  of  fear  is  interest- 
ing, because  there  is  no  actual  danger  to 
women  at  the  festival,  sexual  or  other- 
wise. So  the  fear  of  danger  becomes 
focused  on  other  women's  sexuality  and 
how  it's  expressed. 

Chris:  What  put  the  sex  issues  on  the 
agenda  at  1984's  festival,  and  how? 

Sharon:  Two  main  processes,  dove- 
tailed. One  was  the  organizing,  by  a  cou- 
ple of  Chicago  women,  around  their 
project  of  creating  a  women's  pornogra- 
phic magazine  called  Embrace.  The 
other  was  the  visibility  of  women  into 
S/M. 

Chris:  What  happened  to  Embrace? 

Sharon:  The  organizers  posted  notices 
about  their  project,  inviting  women  to 
talk  with  them  about  collaborating,  con- 
tributing material  or  posing  as  models, 
at  a  workshop  set  for  Saturday  morning. 
Friday  there  were  attempts  to  remove 
the  flyers  that  had  been  left  at  the  com- 


munity centre  and  to  deface  those  post- 
ed. The  would-be  censors  demanded 
that  community-centre  workers  take  the 
leaflets  away,  prompting  festival  organi- 
zers to  announce  a  workshop  on  censor- 
ship, feminism  and  women-identified 
pornography  for  later  in  the  day.  The  or- 
ganizers rightly  felt  their  job  was  not  to 
censor  or  decide  but  simply  to  mediate. 
That  Friday  workshop  aired  a  lot  of  tlr* 
issues;  the  upshot  of  it  was  most  of  the 
participants  felt  that  material  ought  to 
be  freely  available  to  enable  all  women 
to  make  up  their  own  minds  about  it. 

The  next  day,  just  as  the  Embrace 
workshop  should  have  begun,  anti-porn 
women  —  carrying  sings  that  read 
"pimps  off  the  land"  and  "no  more 
porn;  no  more  sexploitation"  — 
marched  down  the  main  road  to  the  area 
of  the  workshop.  The  Embrace  work- 
shop was  pre-empted  by  the  rally  against 
it.  Festival  organizers  stepped  in,  point- 
ing out  to  the  Embrace  women  that  they 
didn't  have  a  permit  for  a  business  oper- 
ation and  getting  their  agreement  not  to 
talk  with  women  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
tracting services. 

One  of  the  favourite  ploys  of  the  anti- 
porn  movement  was  brought  out  for  the 
rally:  all  rape  and  incest  survivors  were 
portrayed  as  anti-porn,  using  evangeli- 
cal-style testimony,  in  this  case  claiming 
that  the  mere  idea  of  women  on  the  land 
talking  about  pornography  gave  them 
nightmares.  That's  another  myth  that 
needs  to  be  challenged  —  a  lot  of  women 
who  want  more  and  different  kinds  of 
sexual  imagery  available  are  also  sexual 
abuse  survivors,  myself  included. 

The  most  frightening  thing  about  the 
anti-porn  rally  though,  was  that  there 
were  many,  many  women  who  didn't 
show  the  least  interest  in  finding  out 
who  the  Embrace  women  were  or  what 
their  backgrounds  or  intentions  were;  in- 
stead they  jumped  to  the  worst  possible 
conclusions.  The  snap  judgment  behind 
that  was  frightening  —  it  was  a  lynch- 
mob  attitude. 

Chris:  How  familiar  are  you  with  this 
project  and  the  women  behind  it? 

Sharon:  I  don't  have  any  formal  affili- 
ation with  Embrace,  but  I've  known 
Mary  and  Nettie,  the  two  originators  of 
the  project,  for  several  years  as  friends 
and  political  collaborators  in  the 
women's  and  lesbian  communities  in 
Chicago. 

Chris:  Do  you  think  you  could  com- 
ment on  what  their  philosophy  is  toward 
the  project?  Why  did  they  choose  the 
term  "pornography"? 

Sharon:  They  chose  the  term  very  de- 
liberately —  although  they  are  reconsid- 
ering the  use  of  it  —  but  they  chose  it  be- 
cause, to  the  rest  of  the  world,  sexually 
explicit  imagery  is  called  pornography. 
They  also  wanted  to  reclaim  the  word 
from  the  purely  negative  connotations 
that  sections  of  the  women's  movement 
have  given  it  in  recent  years. 

Chris:  Does  the  desire  to  reclaim  the 
word  "pornography"  say  something 
about  their  feelings  about  the  strategy  of 
focusing  on  the  sexual  victimization  of 
women? 

Sharon:  Both  women  have  long  back- 
grounds in  the  women's  movement, 
fighting  against  violence  against  women 
through  the  take-back-thc-night  move- 
ment and  the  legal  representation  of  bat- 
tered women.  Not  that  many  years  ago,  I 
think,  they  would  have  taken  a  funda- 
mentally different  position  on  pornog- 
raphy. But,  as  they  —  as  we  —  examined 


the  issues  (we  went  through  a  similar  pro- 
cess together),  we  were  disturbed  by  the 
almost  single-minded  focus  on  how  wom- 
en are  victimized  in  sex.  We  wanted  to 
turn  that  around  and  look  at  how  women 
can  be  empowered;  how  we  can  control, 
define  and  take  our  pleasure.  There 
should  be  room  in  the  women's  move- 
ment for  a  variety  of  approaches  to  sexu- 
al imagery.  Mary  and  Nettie's  project  is 
not  even  restricted  to  lesbian  sexuality  — 
a  fact  that  was  used  against  them. 

Another  of  the  ci.'vges  hurled  at  the 
women  from  Embrace  was  that  they  in- 
tended to  exploit  women  economically. 
The  argument  was  that  the  Embrace 
editors  would  inevitably  be  exploiting 
women  who  had  few  other  means  of  sup- 
port, and  thus  those  women's  ability  to 
consent  was  open  to  question.  The  anti- 
porn  women  never  seem  to  notice  the  ar- 
rogance in  their  assertions  that  poor 
women  can't  determine  their  own  best 
interests. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  was  this  half- 
hour  fashion  show  Saturday,  during 
which  dozens  of  women  —  many  of  them 
scantily  dressed  in  provocative,  sexy  out- 
fits —  wiggled  and  twirled  their  way 
across  the  stage,  displaying  merchants' 
wares,  while  an  obnoxious  hawker  made 
her  pitch  for  the  products.  And  I  didn't 
hear  anyone  complain  that  using 
women's  bodies  and  sex  appeal  to  sell 
products  was  commercial  exploitation. 

Chris:  The  issue  of  the  involvement  of 
S/M  lesbians  at  the  festival  was  also 
raised  this  year.  What  brought  that 
about?  And  was  there  a  relationship  be- 
tween that  discussion  and  the  issue  of 
women-identified  pornography  raised  by 
Embrace? 

Sharon:  There  were  connections.  S/M 
dykes  had  been  organizing  workshops  in- 
formally since  about  1979,  though  I  don't 
believe  they've  ever  appeared  on  the  pre- 
printed lists  of  workshops.  At  the  first 
one  this  year,  when  they  learned  that 
there  was  going  to  be  a  forum  to  discuss 
whether  the  Embrace  women  would  be 
able  to  speak  at  all,  it  was  heartening  how 
automatic  the  assumption  was  that  the 
S/M  dykes  had  better  get  themselves  to 
that  forum  and  make  sure  that  these 
women  didn't  get  trashed  without  voices 
being  raised  in  their  support. 

But  then  Saturday,  simultaneous  with 


"Women  who  focus 
politically  on  fear  and 
on  sexual  victimization 
define  'safe  space*  in  a 
way  that  means,  when 
you  come  to  Michigan, 
you  don't  want  to  think 
about  hard  sexual  issues. 
There  is  no  actual  danger 
at  the  festival.  So  the 
fear  becomes  focused  on 
other  women's  sexuality 
and  how  it's  expressed." 


the  big  anti-porn  rally,  there  was  an  S/M 
workshop  scheduled  on  toys,  techniques 
and  safety  tips.  No  one  disputes  that,  at 
this  workshop,  which  was  in  one  of  the 
ordinary  workshop  areas,  one  woman 
volunteered  to  be  tied  and  cut.  And  that 
this  was  in  partial  view  of  passers-by, 
some  of  whom  reacted  very  violently. . .  if 
you'll  pardon  the  pun.  Then,  a  few  hours 
later,  at  the  night  stage  performance,  the 
rock-and-roll  group  Carole  MacDonald 
and  Witch  used  quite  a  bit  of  S/M  para- 
phernalia and  costuming  on  stage.  Com- 
ing on  the  heels  of  the  porn  controversy, 
it  fed  the  rumours  that  sexual  perverts 
were  taking  over  the  festival. 

Chris:  What  kind  of  fall-out  was  there 
from  the  toys  and  techniques  workshop? 

Sharon:  Sunday  afternoon  there  was  a 
special  workshop  organized  to  deal  with 
it  and,  incredibly  enough,  there  was  a  rel- 
atively productive  exchange  between  S/M 
and  non-S/M  women,  with  non-S/M 
women  articulating  their  fears  and  S/M 
women  and  their  supporters  addressing 
the  need  for  all  of  us  not  to  impose  closets 
on  one  another. 

There  was  a  real  reluctance  on  the  part 
of  most  women  to  see  us  imposing  stan- 
dards and  ethics  on  others  we  don't  un- 
derstand or  are  afraid  of.  But  again  the 
issue  of  safe  space  came  up  —  there  were 
those  women  who  didn't  want  to  deal 
with  what  they  considered  perversions 
and  who  were  quite  ready  to  deny  space 
to  those  of  us  who  have  to  live  in  double, 
triple  or  whatever  closets  the  rest  of  our 
lives  and  who  come  to  Michigan  for  the 
safe  space  to  be  exactly  who  we  are. 

Chris:  Is  there  a  real  possibility  that 
certain  groups,  individuals  or  forms  of 
behaviour  could  be  prohibited? 

Sharon:  That's  certainly  the  intention 
of  some  women,  and  so  is  the  suppression 
of  discussion,  I  believe.  At  the  final  Sun- 
day afternoon  forum  on  porn,  an  ad  hoc 
group  of  women  against  porn  presented  a 
list  of  demands  that  centred  around  their 
belief  that  it  was  unacceptable  to  let  vola- 
tile issues  even  come  up. 

There  were  at  least  four  different  peti- 
tions circulating  on  the  last  day:  for  and 
against  allowing  women  to  promote  por- 
nography on  the  land  and  for  and  against 
the  right  of  S/M  dykes  to  be  visible.  Un- 
fortunately, the  petitions  against  porn 
and  S/M  garnered  several  hundred  signa- 
tures, whereas  petitions  defending  the 
right  to  these  activities  had  only  gathered 
a  few  dozen.  It's  quite  clear  that  the 
women-against-porn  movement  has  a 
fairly  well-organized  and  mobilizable  ap- 
paratus and  I  think  there  is  a  real  danger 
that  they'll  embark  upon  massive  letter- 
writing  campaigns  and  other  forms  of 
agitation.  Unless  women  defending  the 
rights  of  sexual  minorities  mobilize  to  the 
same  extent,  it's  a  definite  possibility  that 
the  festival's  policies  could  become  much 
more  restrictive. 

Chris:  But  you  still  feel  the  festival  was, 
overall,  a  positive  experience  for  you? 

Sharon:  Yes,  I  do.  Even  when  parts  of 
it  were  really  frightening  and  hard  and 
harrowing.  I  think  I  came  away  with  a 
sense  that  a  majority  of  the  women  pres- 
ent were  there  with  an  attitude  of  open- 
ness, respect  and  good  faith,  even  in  deal- 
ing with  other  women  with  w  horn  they 
may  have  serious  disagreements.  And 
that  women  who  were  totally  hostile  were 
quite  a  minority. 

Chris:  Would  you  still  feel  comfortable 
recommending  to,  say,  an  S/M  dyke  that 
she  go  to  the  festival ' 

Sharon:  Oh  yeah,  1  think  that  certainly 
there's  no  point  in  relinquishing  our  claim 

"our"  in  the  broad  sense  to  the 
space  we  deserve.  Things  will  he  more 
polarized  in  future,  but  in  no  sense  have 

sexual  minorities  \ei  lost  the  right  to  be  at 

the  Festival. 
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TBP'S  GUIDE  TO  WHAT'S  ON  IN  TORONTO 


TV/RADIO 

SONJA  MILLS 

Z  "Summer  Lovers."  A  young  American 
couple  vacationing  in  the  Greek  isles  become 
involved  in  a  menage  a  trois  with  a  beautiful 
French  girl.  CITY-TV,  Fri,  Sept  21,  8  pm. 
Uncut  version  (!)  broadcast  at  11:30  pm. 
Z  Carole  Pope  and  Boy  George!  (Well,  not 
together....)  "Muchmusic,"  Canada's  first 
coast-to-coast  all-music  channel,  will  be 
spotlighting  Rough  Trade  Fri,  Sept  21  at  2 
pm,  8  pm  and  2  am,  and  Sat,  Sept  22  at  8  am 
(if  you  can  get  up  that  early).  Culture  Club 
will  be  on  Sat,  Sept  29  at  2  pm,  8  pm,  2  am 
and  Sun,  Sept  30  at  8  am  (so  stay  up  all 
night . . .).  Channel  28  (Pay  TV). 

ART 

SONJA  MILLS 

Z  Printmakers  Gallery-  Original  prints  by  ten 
artists  featured  in  Franz  Geierhass's  new 
book,  The  Creative  Act.  Oct  13-28.  97  Win- 
chester St.  923-5513. 

D  The  Girls  Go  Public.  The  Sparkes  Gallery, 
an  alternative,  artist-run  space  owned  and 
operated  by  Ruthann  Tucker  and  Anna  Marie 
Smith,  both  active  in  the  women's  and  gay 
communities  in  the  city,  opens  this  month, 
with  plans  to  exhibit  photography  and  other 
fine  art  by  women.  The  first  exhibition,  "The 
Girls  Go  Public,"  a  group  show  by  four 
women  photographers,  runs  from  Oct  9  to 
Nov  2.  The  opening  reception  is  at  8  pm  on 
Tues,  Oct  9  at  1 1 14  Queen  St  W  —  everyone 
welcome.  The  gallery  also  welcomes  submis- 
sions from  interested  artists.  For  more  info, 
call  531-1243. 

THEATRE 

JON  KAPLAN 

Pope  Joan.  Nightwood  Theatre  plays  with 
the  legend  of  the  woman  who  disguised 
herself  as  a  man  and  became  pope  in  the 
ninth  century.  Along  the  way,  it  takes  pot- 
shots at  the  current  state  of  the  papacy  and 
the  idea  of  women  in  power.  Through  Sept 
23.  The  Theatre  Centre  —  in  a  new  location 
at  the  Poor  Alex  Theatre,  296  Brunswick 
Ave.  927-8998. 

Doctor  Faustus.  Marlowe's  Renaissance 
drama,  about  an  aspiring  man  with  a  greedy 
appetite  for  knowledge  and  all  pleasures  of 
the  flesh,  is  done  by  an  all-male  cast  (as  it 
would  have  been  done  originally),  including  a 
drag  Helen  of  Troy,  the  most  beautiful 
woman  in  the  world  ("Is  this  the  face  that 
launched  a  thousand  ships?")  A  Poculi  Ludi- 
que  Societas  production.  Sept  19,  20,  22, 
25-30  at  8  pm;  Set  23  at  2  pm.  At  the  George 
Ignatieff  Theatre,  Devonshire  Place  (south  of 
Varsity  Stadium).  978-8668. 
ZDressing  Gown.  Sky  Gilbert's  latest  work, 
produced  by  Buddies  in  Bad  Times,  follows  a 
dressing  gown  through  several  owners  —  and 
what  lives  those  owners  lead!  Previews  Oct  3, 
runs  Oct  5-21.  Thurs-Sat,  8:30  pm;  Sun, 
2  pm.  The  Theatre  Centre,  Poor  Alex  Thea- 
tre, 296  Brunswick  Ave.  927-8998. 
DNorman,  Is  That  You?  The  Ron  Clark  and 
Sam  Bobrick  comedy  about  a  father  with  a 
gay  son  stars  Gale  Gordon  (Mr  Mooney  on 
The  Lucy  Show)  as  the  perturbed  parent. 
Previews  Sept  17,  opens  Sept  20.  Teller's 
Cage,  Commerce  Court.  862-1434. 
D  Tonight  at  8:30.  Centrestage  opens  its 
season  with  a  production  of  three  one-act 
plays  by  Noel  Coward  —  Hands  Across  the 
Sea,  Red  Peppers,  and  Still  Life  (this  last  one 
was  the  basis  for  the  film  Brief  Encounter). 


Robin  Phillips  directs,  and  the  company's 
members  include  many  actors  he  brought 
with  him  from  his  Stratford  and  Grande 
Theatre  days  —  Martha  Henry,  Alan  Scarfe 
and  Pat  Galloway  among  them.  Previews 
begin  Sept  27,  regular  run  Oct  4-27.  St 
Lawrence  Centre,  27  Front  St  E.  366-7723. 
DA  Streetcar  Named  Desire.  Tennessee 
Williams's  classic  is  one  of  the  final  produc- 
tions of  this  season's  Stratford  Festival.  John 
Hirsh  directs  William  Peterson,  Rosemary 
Dunsmore  and  Patricia  Conolly  in  the  lead 
roles.  Stratford,  Ontario.  363-4471  (toll-free 
Toronto  line). 

DVieux  Carre.  A  late,  rarely  performed  Ten- 
nessee Williams  play  about  the  residents  of  a 
1930s  rooming  house  in  New  Orleans.  An 
Equity  Showcase  Production.  Oct  10-14  at 
8:30  pm.  Studio  Theatre,  Harbourfront. 
963-9226. 

DShaw  Festival.  The  early  Noel  Coward 
work,  The  Vortex,  about  the  dark  side  of  the 
"bright  young  things"  of  the  '20s,  runs  until 
Sept  23.  October  entries  include  this  year's 
"pocket  musical,"  Roberta  (fun  and  fast, 
with  lots  of  energy  from  the  performers,  di- 
rected by  Duncan  Mcintosh  and  Shaw  artistic 
director  Christopher  Newton;  closes  Oct  7), 
and  the  deserved  hit  of  the  season,  Thornton 
Wilder's  The  Skin  of  Our  Teeth,  directed  by 
Newton,  with  a  smashing  design  by  Michael 
Levine  and  a  hysterically  large  performance 
by  Nora  McLellen  as  the  maid  Sabina  —  a 
role  made  famous  by  Tallulah  Bankhead 
(closes  Oct  7).  Niagara-on-the-Lake,  Ontar- 
io. 361-1544  (toll-free  Toronto  line). 
DThe  Canadian  Opera  Company.  The  cur- 
rent season  opens  with  Verdi's  //  Trovatore,  a 
blood-and-thunder  work  with  lots  of  hum- 
mable  melodies.  Margarita  Castro-Alberti 
sings  the  soprano  heroine;  the  alternating 


THE  POPE  ON  THE  TUBE 

Rough  Trade  on  Muchmusic  Sept  21  &  22 

tenors  are  Ermanno  Mauro  and  Vasile  Mol- 
doveanu;  Allan  Monk  is  the  traditional  bari- 
tone villain.  Sept  29,  Oct  2,  5,  8,  1 1 ,  14  and 
17.  Following  up  is  Puccini's  Tosca,  whose 
central  character  is  a  tempestuous  opera  diva. 
Alternating  in  the  title  role  will  be  Martina 
Arroyo  and  Johanna  Meier;  Giorgio  Lamberti 
and  Francisco  Ortiz  double  as  the  dashing 
tenor  hero;  Cornells  Opthof  is  the  (you  were 
expecting  something  else?)  baritone  heavy. 
Oct  13,  16,  18,  20,  22,  24,  26,  28.  O'Keefe 
Centre,  Front  and  Yonge  Sts.  Ticketron 
outlets:  598-0437. 

□  Privates  on  Parade.  The  original  version  of 
Peter  Nichol's  play  about  an  army  song-and- 
dance  troupe  in  Malaya,  1948.  Tom  Knee- 
bone  stars  as  campy  Captain  Terry  Dennis, 
the  role  played  by  Dennis  Quilley  in  the  film 
version  (see  p  35).  Through  Sept  29.  Theatre 
Plus,  27  Front  St  E.  366-7723. 


THE  FACE  THAT  LAUNCHED  A  THOUSAND  SHIPS? 

Well,  a  few  cruises,  maybe. ...  Dr  Faustus  at  the  George  Ignatieff  Theatre  from  Sept  19, 
with  an  all-male  cast  —  including  Helen  of  Troy,  right 
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FILM 

PHIL  SHAW 

□  Another  Country.  Thoroughly  in  the 
Brideshead  Revisited  mode,  this  is  another 
evocation  of  '30s  Britain,  but  it's  hardly  as 
coy.  It  tries  hard  to  answer  the  question, 
"Why  did  the  upper-class  atmosphere  of  Ox- 
ford and  Cambridge  breed  homosexuals  and 
spies?"  In  last  month's  TBP,  critic  Harry 
Sutherland  called  this  film  "mainstream  gay 
cinema  at  its  best."  Carlton  Cinemas  and 
Cineplex,  Market  Square.  296-FILM. 

□  Bolero.  To  say  this  is  Bo  Derek's  movie  is 
not  necessarily  a  negative  judgment.  She 
searches  for  ecstacy  in  the  almost  innocent 
1920s  and  what  transpires  is  nowhere  near  as 
revealing  as  the  advance  publicity  had  it  — 
but  it's  sometimes  lovely,  and  she  always  is. 
Cineplex  (Eaton  Centre,  Market  Square, 
Woodside,  Warden  Woods  and  Albion). 
296-FILM. 

□  Purple  Rain.  Prince  has  arrived,  and  his 
talent  —  not  to  mention  his  sex  appeal  —  is  a 
mystery  no  longer.  The  story  is  the  worst  in 
cliche,  but  having  the  star  cast  as  the  villain  is 
a  nice  touch,  and  his  whirling-dirvish  act  in 
the  (too  short)  concert  sequence  is  superb.  At 
the  Uptown,  Yorkdale,  and  Square  One  Mis- 
sissauga.  927-SHOW. 

D  Marianne  and  Juliane.  Few  films  from 
anywhere  are  as  impressive  as  this  West  Ger- 
man fictionalization  of  the  Baader-Meinhof 
gang,  focusing  on  one  female  member  and 
her  sister.  The  combination  of  family  emo- 
tion and  intellectual  rigour  is  inspiring. 
Carlton  Cinemas.  296-FILM. 
DThe  4th  Man.  Dutch  director  Paul  Verho- 
ven's  witty  fantasy  sees  a  drunken  writer  en- 
tangled in  a  bizarre  menage  a  trois  —  he  goes 
for  her,  but  pursues  her  boyfriend  farther. 
(See  review,  p  35.)  Carlton  Cinemas. 
296-FILM. 

I  he  Karate  Kid  (and  other  kids).  The  new 
young  hot  American  movie  stars  parade 
across  the  screen  in  airhead  abandon  — 
there's  Rob  Lowe  in  Oxford  Blues,  Patrick 
Swayze  and  C  Thomas  Howell  in  Red  Dawn, 
Dennis  Quaid  in  Dreamscape  and  Michael 
Pare  in  The  Philadelphia  Experiment.  Great 
to  look  at,  but  not  a  rational  thought  in  sight. 
The  only  one  really  worthwhile  is  The  Karate 
Kid,  starring  Ralph  Macchio,  the  scared  little 
killer  from  The  Outsiders.  He's  full  of 
humour  and  life  in  this  new  flick  (but  he's 
saving  his  real  cutes  for  Teachers,  due  out 
soon).  Uptown,  Yorkdale,  Square  One 
Mississauga.  927-SHOW. 


NIGHTLIFE 


Members  of  Lambda  Business  Council 


RESTAURANTS 

D  Abundance.  There's  a  seat  waiting  for  you  under  the 
chic  condos  of  The  Bentley.  81  Church  St.  368-2867 

□  Bemelman's.  Fashionably  cruisy  pop  singles  bar,  pricey 
restaurant.  83  Bloor  St  W.  960-0306 

□  Catt  New  Orleans.  Best  people-peeking  perch  on  one  of 
the  cruisiest  corners  in  town  (it'll  take  your  mind  off  the 
food).  618  Yonge  St.  922-2439. 

•  Les  Cavaliers.  Continental  menu,  daily  specials.  418 
Church  St.  977-4702. 

Chaps  CaM.  Noon-9  pm,  including  $1 .99  soup/sand- 
wich lunch  special.  $5-$6  range.  9  Isabella  St,  921-3012. 

□  Church  Street  Cafe.  Popular  brunch  locale  in  the  heart  of 
the  ghetto.  Daily  to  12,  Sun:  10  am-5  pm.  485  Church  St. 
925-1155. 

•  Crispins/Buddy's.  Innovative  cuisine,  great  wines 
8runch:  $6.95.  66  Gerrard  St  E.  977-1919. 

•  18  East  Hotel  &  Tavern.  Inexpensive  home-cooked 
meals.  Sunday  brunch  $3.95.  18  Eastern  Ave.  368-4040. 
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STREETCAR  NAMED 
DESIRE  AT  STRATFORD: 
WILLIAM  PETERSEN  AS 
STANLEY  KOWALSKI 


□  Fare  Exchange.  Intimate  neighbourhood  restaurant,  cate 
upstairs.  4  Irwin  Ave  923-5924. 

□  The  Fat  Squirrel.  At  Cornelius.  579  Yonge  St.  967-4666. 

□  Fenton's.  The  one  place  to  go  if  you've  only  one  place  to 
go  (and  can  afford  it).  Rub  elbows  with  the  establishment. 
Less  expensive  room  downstairs.  2  Gloucester  St. 
961-8485 

□  Golden  Griddle.  Pancakes,  etc,  inexpensive  place  for 
Sunday  brunch  45  Carlton  St.  977-5044 

7,  The  Griffon  Arms.  Quiet  neighbourhood  eatery;  cheap 
evening  specials.  117  Dundas  St  E.  365-9825. 

•  Jennie's.  Chic  restaurant.  Live  music  Fri-Sun  nights, 
Sunday  brunch.  360  Queen  St  E  (at  Parliament).  861-1461 

La  Strega  Cate.  Open  till  4  am  Thurs-Sat.  118  Avenue 
Rd.  921-6095 

•  Lipstick.  Daytime  meals,  burgers,  late  night  snacks, 
and  loud  music  4:30  pm-3  am  (4  am  weekends)  580  Par- 
liament St.  922-6655 

•  Plmblett's.  Gaudy,  friendly  British  pub  Imported  fun 
draught,  desserts.  249  Gerrard  St  E  929-9525. 

Pizza  Nova.  Pleasant  Italian  bistro  and  local  gathering 
spot  in  the  middle  of  gay  downtown  —  562  Church,  at 
Wellesley  Live  performances  961-2204 
i  !  Queen  Mother  Caft.  Comfortably  new-wave  crowd;  ima- 
ginative eats  206  Queen  St  W  598-4719 

•  Raclette  French  cuisine  and  great  by-the-glass  wine 
list  361  Queen  St  W  593-0934 

□  Rlvoll.  Exotic  snacks,  inventive  specials  and  a  great  view 
of  the  Queen  Street  crowd  from  the  sidewalk  cafe  —  while 
the  weather  lasts.  Check  the  back  of  the  menu  for  what's 
going  on  in  their  performance  space  in  the  back  334  Queen 
Si W  596-1908 

Le  Select  Bistro.  Bistro  lunches  and  late  night  dining 
328  Queen  St  W  596-6405 


□  Sgana  Landing.  Patio  restaurant.  Seafood,  "tour  of 
France"  specials.  40  Stadium  Road  (Bathurst  & 
Lakeshore),  368-7794. 

□  Together.  Continental  menu,  specials.  Sunday: 
allyoucaneat/$6.  457  Church  St.  923-3469. 


•  The  Barn.  83  Granby  St.  977-4702.  Casual  stand-up 
leather/denim  bar  and  disco.  After-hours  Fri  and  Sat  till  4 
am  ($2  cover). 

[  J  Boots  (at  the  Selby).  592  Sherbourne  St.  921-1035. 
Dance  floor,  great  outdoor  courtyard  bar  (through  Bud's). 

•  Buddy's  Backroom  Bar.  370  Church  St.  977-9955. 
Chatty,  casual  stand-up  bar.  preppy  crowd. 

□  Bud's  (at  Hotel  Selby).  592  Sherbourne  St  921-3142. 
Raunchy  video,  dance  floor 

i  !  Cameo  Club.  95  Trinity  St  368-2824  Licensed  private 
dance  club  for  women  Fri  and  Sat  only 

•  Les  Cavaliers.  418  Church  St  977-4702  Piano  sing- 
along  bar,  very  chatty 

[  I  Chaps.  9  Isabella  St  (at  Yonge)  921-3012  Large  up- 
stairs disco,  downstairs  bar.  sidewalk  patio 
:    Cornelius.  579  Yonge  St  967-4666  Dance  floor,  dining 
area  Open  4  pm  $1  a  beer  till  8  pm  weeknights 

The  Hrtch'n'Post.  529  Yonge  St  Bar/  restaurant  Mon- 
Fri.  7  30  pm-10  pm.  Fri/Sat,  midnight  to  3  am  Sun 
brunch  noon  to  4  pm  and  dinner  5  pm-10  pm  925-9998 

Katrine's.  5  St  Joseph  St  961-4740  Stand-up  bar  with 
dance  floor,  younger  crowd  Fri  and  Sat  lo  4  am  Sun 
T-dances  Cover  charge  weekends  Dining  lounge 


□  Oz.  1  Isabella  St.  961-0790.  Large  bar  and  disco,  lotsa 
lesbians.  Also  after  hours  ($3). 

□  Parkside  Tavern.  530  Yonge  St  922-3844.  Mens 
beverage  room,  side  entrance.  Closed  Sun. 

□  The  Quest.  665  Yonge  St.  964-8641 .  Upstairs:  Rusty's 
Cabaret,  featuring  female  impersonators  (no  cover). 
Downstairs:  piano  bar,  featuring  Flo  at  the  keyboards. 

□  St  Charles  Tavern.  488  Yonge  St.  925-5517  Large 
beverage  rooms. 

□  The  Surfboard  Tavern.  Lesbian  bar.  in  basement  of  Hotel 
California;  pool  table,  dancing,  large  outdoor  patio  319  Jar- 
vis  St  (side  entrance). 

□  Together.  457  Church  St  923-3469  Lesbian  bar,  dining 
room. 

□  The  Tool  Box.  Leather  club  bar  with  patio,  meals  Club 
night  Thurs.  18  Eastern  Ave.  869-9294. 


•  The  Barracks.  56Widmer  St  593-0499  Leather/ 
denim  6  pm-10  am,  24  hours  on  weekends 

•  The  Club.  231  Mutual  St.  977-4629  24  hours 

•  The  Roman's  Health  and  Recreation  Spa.  742  Bay  St 
598-2110  24  hours 


Avalon.  530  Yonge  St  (where  Stages  used  to  be)  Wed 
($4  cover)  and  Fri-Sun  ($7  cover) 

Chaps.  See  Bars,  above 

The  Diamond.  410  Sherbourne  St.  927-9010  Young  and 
trendy 


□  Oz.  See  Bars,  above. 

□Twilight  Zone.  185  Richmond  St  W.  977-3347.  New 
wave.  Fri-Sat,  $8;  Sun:  gay  night.  $6. 
□Voodoo  Club.  9  St  Joseph  St  (above  Katrina's). 
960-9335.  Newwave.  Weekends.  $7. 

□  The  Y-Knot.  488  Yonge,  upstairs.  Thur9  pm-1  am.  Fri- 
Sat  9  pm-4  am,  Sun  4  pm-9  pm.  $2  cover  ($1  after  11). 

ACCOMMODATION 

□  Cabbagetown  Lodging-House  and  Efficiencies.  300 

Wellesley  St  E  (at  Parliament).  Call  Bill  or  Allen,  961-9320. 

□  Catnaps  Guesthouse.  246  Sherbourne  St  968-2323.  Fif- 
teen rooms,  waterbeds,  TV  lounge,  pool  table  and  game 
room,  laundry  and  kitchen  facilities,  free  parking,  sundeck, 
complimentary  rolls  and  coffee  Sun-Thurs,  $25;  Fri.  Sat, 
holidays,  $30.  Visa/Mastercard. 

□  18  East  Hotel.  18  Eastern  Ave.  368-4040.  Bar  and  dining 
room,  22  rooms,  TV  lounge,  sauna,  gym,  laundry  facilities, 
sundeck,  free  parking  1  or  2  people:  $24,  weekend  rates 
□The  Selby  Hotel.  592  Sherbourne  St.  921-3142. 
Victorian-style  hotel;  bars,  courtyard,  light  lunches,  maid 
service,  parking,  air-conditioning.  66  rooms.  1-2  people 
with  private  bath:  $35;  without:  $27. 


COMMUNITY 


DToronto  Gay  Community  Council.  105  Carlton  St.  4th  floor. 

M5B  1 M2  Umbrella  organization  of  lesbian  and  gay  groups 
Forum  lor  sharing  information  and  discussing  political  strategies 

SOCIAL  & 
POLITICAL  ACTION 

GAIDS  Committee  of  Toronto.  See  Health,  below 
T  Bridges.  118  Spruce  St.  M5A  2J5  Michael  Riordon 
(923-80891  Group  connecting  lesbian,  gay  and  third  world  libera- 
tion struggles 

□  Chutzpah.  730  Bathurst  St,  M5S  2R4  489-4662  Group  for 
Jewish  gay  men  and  lesbians  and  friends 

Coalition  for  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario  (CGRO).  Box  822.  Stn  A. 
M5W  1G3.  533-6824,  Toronto  office:  730  Bathurst  St.  M5S  2R4 
D Committee  to  Defend  John  Damien.  1 508-91 4  Yonge  St. 
M4W  3C8  925-6729 

□  Foolscap  (Oral  History  Project).  Conducting  interviews  with  gay 
people  John  Grube,  961-8947 

DFoundation  for  the  Advancement  of  Canadian  Transsexuals 
(FACT)  —  Toronto.  519  Church  St  Community  Centre.  M4Y  2C9 

□  Gay  Alliance  at  York,  c/o  CYSF.  105  Central  Sq.  York  University. 
4700  Keele  St.  Downsview.  ON  M3J  1P3  667-2515. 

r  Gay  Asians  Toronto.  Box  752.  Stn  F.  M4Y  2N6  Info:  Alan  at 
Glad  Day  Bookshop.  961-4161 

□  Gay  Association  of  Maritimers  In  Toronto.  730  Bathurst  St. 
M5S  2R4  Support  group  tor  Maritimers  moving  lo  Toronto 

□  Gay  Community  Appeal  of  Toronto.  Box  2212,  Stn  P,  M5S  2T2 
869-3036  Fund-raising  lor  gay  and  lesbian  community  protects 

□  Gay  Community  Dance  Committee  (GCOC).  730  Bathurst  St. 
M5S  2R4  Organizes  community  fund-raising  dances 

□  Gay  Courtwatch.  Room  337.  Old  City  Hall  (Queen  and  Bay) 
362-6928 

□  Gay  Fathers  of  Toronto.  Box  187.  Stn  F.  M4Y  2L5  364-4164. 
weeknights 

□  Gay  Liberation  Against  the  Right  Everywhere  (GLARE)  Box  793. 
StnQ.  M4T  2N7 

□  Gay  SIG.  Drawer  C622.  c/o  The  Body  Politic.  Box  7289.  Stn  A. 
M5W  1X9  Group  of  gay  members  of  MENSA  in  Canada 

□  Gay  Sell-Defence  Group.  Box  793.  Stn  0.  M4T  2N7  466-6020 
Organizes  courses  in  selldelence  in  and  outside  ol  Toronto 

Gays  and  Lesbians  at  U  ot  T  c/o  SAC  Otlice.  1 2  Hart  House  Cir- 
cle. University  of  Toronto.  M5S  1A1 

GEM  Gay  Community  Outreach.  Box  62  Brampton  ON  L6V  2K7 
Peel  Region  (Brampton- Mississauga)  group  lor  gays  and  lesbians 
Gayline  West  453-4426 

.    GLAD  (Gay/Lesbian  Action  lor  Disarmament).  Box  5794  Stn  A. 
MSW  1P2  921-1938 

Glad  Day  Defence  Fund  648A  Yonge  Si  M4Y  2A6  961-4161 

International  Gay  Association  (Toronto)  c/o  Gay  Community 
Council 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Academic  Society  c/o  SAC.  1 2  Han  House 
Circle.  U  of  T.  M5S  1A1   533-0674  (Linda)  or  924-6474 
(Alexandra) 

□Lesbian  and  Gay  History  Group  of  Toronto.  Box  639.  Stn  A 
MSW  1G2  961  7338 

Lesbian  and  Gay  PrMe  Day  Committee  Box  793  Stn  0. 
M4T  2N7  Organizes  end  of  June  celebration 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Youth  Toronto,  c/o  519  Church  St  Community 
Centre.  M4Y  2C9 

Lesbian  Incest  Survivors  Support  Group  into  964-7477  (Rape 
Crisis  Centre) 

Lesbian  Mothers  Delense  Fund  Box  38.  Stn  E.  M6H  4E1 
4656822 

Lesbian  Speakers  Bureau  Box  6597.  Stn  A.  MSW  1X4  Into 
Michelle  at  789  4541  or  Debbie  at  964-  74 7 7  Speakers  for  myth- 
shattering  seminars  and  workshops  about  lesbians 

Lesbians  Against  the  Right  Box  6579.  Sin  A  M5W  1X4 
lesbian  feminist  political  action  group 

continued  on  pjge  ?6 
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Sept.  ?7-22 

(fane  6afie  #4  (face  cOvief 

Fling  off  your  summer  garb  before  falling  into 
winter  wraps... 

•  Man.  -  Party  with  Madame  Butterfly  on 

Opening  Night  (Bargain  Bar  Night) 

•  Tue.  -  Maria  Lukofsky 

•  Wed.  -  Sheri  Somerville 

•  Thurs.  -  Dear  Abhy  Night  with  Tabby  Johnston 
•//•/.  -  Fashion  Show  featuring  Robert  Mann 

•  Sat.  -  The  Big  Bash 


Celebrate  a 
New  Season  at 
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different  showes 
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Impersonation 
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l^tfTy*  ^6Ae£T 
66^   yONOt  STREET 
"TDEONiTO. 

964-8641 


The  first  Tit  tie-Tat  tie, 

Games  and  Fun  Show 

in  a 

Toronto 

Gay  Bar 


every  Thursday  at  11:30 p.m. 

•  chit  chat 

•  strip  Trivial  Pursuit 

•  Guest  Appearances 

•  The  Mating  Game 


You  find  thePnull  at 


*>\ 


592  Sherbourhe 


923-1035 
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Alan  McGinty  talks  with  cast  member  Christopher  Stryker  about 

TORCH  SONG  IN  TORONTO 


The  Tony-Award-winning  smash  hit, 
Torch  Song  Trilogy,  has  finally  come  to 
Toronto.  Created  in  the  late  '70s  by 
Harvey  Fierstein,  the  collection  of  three 
plays  didn't  actually  get  performed  as  a 
trilogy  until  October  1981,  and  it  went  on 
to  become  a  major  Broadway  hit. 

Torch  Song  is  a  refreshing,  frank  por- 
trayal of  the  life  of  a  drag  queen  named 
Arnold,  who,  like  so  many  others,  is 
looking  for  Mr  Right.  One  sure  way  to 
gauge  the  level  of  frankness  and  honesty 
is  to  stand  in  the  lobby  of  the  stuffy  Roy- 
al Alexandra  Theatre  after  the  first  act 
and  observe  the  trickle  of  uptight,  moral- 
istic denizens  of  the  prim-and-proper  set 
(so  numerous  in  Toronto)  fleeing  home  to 
the  safety  of  North  York,  muttering 
"shocking"  or  "disgusting."  The  more 
open-minded  who  decide  to  stick  around 
find  the  play  is  mostly  hilarious  and 
always  captivating. 

It  chronicles  the  search  for,  the  find- 
ing —  and  the  losing  —  of  Mr  Right,  a 
man  named  Ed  who  turns  out  to  be  a 
closet  case.  It  moves  on  to  the  inter- 
action between  Ed,  his  wife,  Arnold  and 
Arnold's  new  lover  Alan,  a  handsome 
young  model.  And  finally  we  meet  Ar- 
nold's dreaded  mother,  expertly  played 
by  Estelle  Getty  —  you  couldn't  ask  for 
a  better  "Jewish  mother,"  New  York 
style.  There  are  many  touching  and  fun- 


ny moments  in  their  discussions  of 
David,  the  15-year-old  gay  youth  being 
legally  adopted  by  Arnold. 

It's  interesting  to  note  what  type  of 
people  are  going  to  see  the  play.  I  had 
the  good  fortune  of  getting  Christopher 
Stryker,  who  plays  Alan,  to  talk  to  me 
about  that.  "When  we  first  opened  on 
Broadway,"  Chris  says,  "we  were  get- 
ting a  lot  of  gay  people,  because  it  was 
publicized  as  a  gay  play.  It  had  been  run- 
ning off-Broadway  and  getting  a  gay  au- 
dience —  there's  a  very  large  gay  audi- 
ence in  New  York  City.  Then  we  started 
getting  reviewed  and  the  word  of  mouth 
was  so  great  that  everyone  started  com- 
ing. And  now  in  New  York,  the  audi- 
ences are  straight!" 

When  asked  to  compare  the  New  York 
and  Toronto  crowds,  Chris  said  some 
fairly  predictable  things:  "The  New 
York  audiences  are  a  little  more  sophis- 
ticated. Toronto  audiences  are...  I  don't 
know...  they're  sort  of  apprehensive." 
He  didn't  think  there  were  many  pre- 
dominantly gay  crowds,  based  on  his 
sense  of  audience  reactions.  And  the 
critical  response  here  was  a  little 
disappointing  to  the  cast,  Chris  says.  It 
wasn't  bad,  but  it  wasn't  great;  perhaps 
our  reviewers  are  apprehensive,  too. 

With  Torch  Song  having  such  a  high 
profile,  it  might  seem  that  the  actors  in 


the  play  risk  a  (still)  deadly  form  of  type- 
casting: gay  character.  There's  still  a  lot 
of  homophobia  out  there  in  theatreland: 
"Some  of  the  actors  who've  done  the 
play  have  been  sort  of  typecast,  and  this 
is  really  a  shame,"  Chris  says.  "A  lot  of 
the  casting  people  in  California  and  New 
York  are  sort  of...  I  hate  to  say  bigotted, 
but...."  Chris  himself  has  been  more  or 
less  spared  this  fate  —  he's  landed  a  role 
in  a  major  Hollywood  movie  where  he 
gets  to  play  a  psychopathic  killer. 
Straight,  of  course.  The  film,  as  yet 
untitled,  should  be  out  next  February. 

It  also  turns  out  that  Harvey  Fierstein 
himself  was  in  Toronto  for  the  first  three 
days  or  so  of  the  local  run,  and  he  liked 
what  he  saw  (on  stage).  For  those  who 
have  been  following  the  Torch  Song 
story,  it  seem  that  Harvey  will  not  be  go- 
ing to  London  after  all,  but  will  stay  in 
New  York  to  star  in  the  film  version,  due 
to  go  into  production  in  the  late  spring 
of  1985. 

Chris  Stryker  and  the  rest  of  the  Na- 
tional Touring  Company  are  now  off  on 
a  year-long  round  of  North  American 
stops,  of  which  Toronto  was  the  first 
(Montreal  and  Quebec  City  are  also  on 
the  list).  If  you  missed  Torch  Song  this 
time  around,  you  needn't  worry  —  the 
company  will  be  back  in  Toronto  once 
again  before  the  year  is  out.D 


You  find  them  all  at 
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CALENDAR 

OF  EVENTS  IN 

TORONTO  FROM 

WEDNESDAY 

SEPTEMBER  19 

TO 

WEDNESDAY 

OCTOBER  31 


TUES/SEPT18 

□  Autumn  Pool  Tournament.  Watch  some  of 
the  best  pool  players  in  the  city  as  they  com- 
pete for  the  $1,500  prize,  every  Tues  night 
from  9  pm-11  pm,  at  Buddies,  The  Barn, 
Chaps,  Boots,  the  Tool  Box,  and  the 
Hitch'n'  Post.  About  100  contestants  are  ex- 
pected. Home  series  at  bars;  one  week  away, 
one  at  home.  For  last-minute  entry,  check 
any  of  above  bars. 

□  Freedom  to  Read  Week.  Alice  Munro, 
June  Callwood,  W  O  Mitchell  and  others 
will  read  from  the  favourite  banned  works 
tonight,  the  highlight  of  Freedom  to  Read 
Week  at  Harbourfront.  The  week  is  organ- 
ized by  the  Freedom  of  Expression  Commit- 
tee of  the  Book  and  Periodical  Development 
Council,  to  inform  the  public  about  censor- 
ship and  its  erosion  of  intellectual  freedom. 
Further  info:  445-7872. 

WED/SEPT  19 

□  Dr  Faustus  opens  tonight  at  8.  See  Theatre. 

THURS/SEPT20 

□  Women's  Archives  Open  House.  The 

Canadian  Women's  Movement  Archives 
shows  off  their  new  office  and  their  growing 
collection,  from  4  to  7  pm.  455  Spadina  Ave, 
Suite  215.  Refreshments.  Info:  597-8865. 

□  Advanced  Self-Defence  Course.  Organized 
by  the  Gay  Self-Defence  Group.  519  Church 
St  Community  Centre,  7  pm.  Info/ registra- 
tion: 466-6020.  Cost:  $45. 

□  Norman,  Is  That  You?  See  Theatre 

FRI/SEPT  21 

DThe  Sisters  Celebrate  the  Autumn 
Equinox.  All  are  invited  to  a  special  evening 
hosted  by  the  Sisters  of  Perpetual  Indul- 
gence. As  well  as  the  "holy  rituals"  atten- 
dant upon  this  astronomical  event,  they  will 
be  serving  tea  and  cookies,  and  encouraging 
revellers  to  raise  their  voices  in  song.  Admis- 
sion: gratis.  519  Church  St  Community  Cen- 
tre, East  Room  (on  ground  floor),  7-9  pm. 

□  Rough  Trade  on  Muchmusic.  See 
TV/Radio. 

□  Summer  Lovers.  See  TV/Radio. 

SAT/SEPT  22 

□  Take  Back  the  Night  March.  Rally  at  7  pm 
at  Cawthra  Park,  519  Church  St  Community 
Centre;  march  at  7:30  pm.  Women  only. 
Organized  by  the  Toronto  Rape  Crisis  Cen- 
tre. Childcare  available  at  the  519.  Info: 
964-7477.  Followed  by.... 

□  Street  Beat  Strut!  A  dance  for  women, 
presented  by  the  Toronto  Rape  Crisis  Centre. 
Refreshments.  9  pm-2  am  at  the  Party  Cen- 
tre, 167  Church  St.  Tickets  $6  at  door  (more 
if  you  can,  less  if  you  can't),  or  $5  from  Tor- 
onto Women's  Bookstore,  SCM,  Glad  Day 
Books,  the  Surfboard  Tavern,  and  TRCC. 
Wheelchair-accessible  to  building,  not  to 
washrooms.  Childcare  available  by  calling 
964-7477  by  5  pm  Friday. 

□  Chutzpah's  Jewish  New  Year  Party.  At 


Steve's  Place,  9  pm.  Info:  489-4662. 

□  Paint  Yer  Burger!  All  the  draught  and 
burgers  you  want  for  $10.  4-8  pm  at  the 
Tool  Box,  18  Eastern  Ave. 

MON/SEPT  24 

□  New  Joggers  Group.  First  meeting,  for 
people  interested  in  regular  running  outings. 
Info:  Out  &  Out  Club,  927-0970. 

TUES/SEPT25 

□  A  Salon  des  Arts.  The  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Academic  Society  revives  an  old  tradition 
with  an  entertaining  evening  of  music, 
drama,  poetry  and  comedy,  featuring  Ian 
Young,  David  Roche,  Faith  Nolan  and 
others.  Also  art  by  JAC,  Phyllis  Waugh  and 
Ruthann  Tucker  will  be  on  view.  Licenced. 
Wheelchair-accessible;  interpreted  for  the 
hearing-impaired.  The  Quadrangle,  Hart 
House,  7  Hart  House  Circle,  U  of  T.  Info: 
Alexandra  (924-6474)  or  Linda  (533-0674). 

WED/SEPT  26 

□  Toronto  Gay  Community  Council. 

Meeting  to  discuss  the  future  of  the  council. 
7:30  pm  at  the  519  Church  St  Community 
Centre.  533-6824. 

THURS/SEPT27 

□  Tonight  at  8:30.  Previews  begin  tonight  at 
Centrestage;  regular  run  begins  Oct  4.  See 
Theatre. 


FRI/SEPT  28 


□  MCC  Festival  of  Love.  Weekend  of  special 
events  hosted  by  the  Metropolitan  Commu- 
nity Church  of  Toronto,  with  guest  preacher 
Rev  Dolores  Berry,  Pastor  of  MCC  Portland. 
Tonight:  service  at  7:30  pm,  with  reception 
following.  Info:  536-2848. 

□  Gay  Fathers  Potluck  Supper.  7:30  pm. 
Info:  364-4164. 

□  Car  Camping  Weekend.  Through  Sun. 
Info:  Out  &  Out,  927-0970. 


SAT/SEPT  29 


□  MCC  Festival  of  Love.  (See  Sept  28.) 
Tonight:  Buffet,  cabaret  and  dance,  from 
6  pm.  $20/person.  Dance  only:  $6.50  at 
door,  from  9:30  pm. 

□  The  Canadian  Opera  Company's  // 
Trovatore,  tonight  through  Oct  17.  See 
Theatre. 

□  Culture  Club  on  Muchmusic.  See 
TV/Radio. 


SUN/SEPT  30 


□  First  Annual  Health  Fair.  Sponsored  by 
Gays  in  Health  Care,  with  seminars  on 
homophobia  (12:30  pm),  AIDS  (2  pm)  and 
aging  (3:30  pm);  workshops  from  noon  on 
massage  therapy,  transsexualism  and  breast 
self-examination,  and  from  3  pm  on  reflex- 
ology, relaxation  therapy  and  Shiatsu.  Plus 
lots  of  displays  and  food.  Donations 
gratefully  accepted.  Noon  to  5  pm.  Oakham 
House,  63  Gould  St. 


□  MCC  Festival  of  Love.  (See  Sept  28.) 
Today:  services  at  11  am  (with  brunch 
following,  $3.75/person),  and  7:30  pm. 
Singspiration  15  minutes  before  service. 

□  Lutherans  Concerned.  Meeting  to  attend  a 
local  morning  service,  and  brunch  thereafter. 
Info:  925-0926. 

MON/OCT  1 

□  Glad  Day  Bookshop  III.  The  popular  gay 
book  and  magazine  store  continues  its  des- 
cent down  Yonge,  opening  today  at  its  third 
location,  598A  Yonge  St.  Info:  961-4161. 

WED/OCT  3 

□  Dressing  Gown.  Sky  Gilbert's  latest  work 
previews  at  the  Theatre  Centre  tonight; 
regular  run  begins  Oct  5.  See  Theatre. 

□  Lutherans  Concerned/North  America. 
Social  evening  and  update  on  activities.  Info: 
925-0926. 

FRI/0CT  5 

□  Tapawingo  Women's  Camp.  Thanksgiving 
weekend  near  Parry  Sound.  Hike,  canoe, 
plus  great  food  and  company.  Cost:  $85,  in- 
cludes accommodation  and  meals  from  Fri 
evening  to  Mon  lunch.  Call  Susan,  921-4755 
for  further  details. 

□  Riverdale  Volleyball  League  launches  its 
new  season.  Plays  every  Friday,  6:30-9:30,  at 
Castle  Frank  High  School  from  now  till 
May.  Info  at  Buddy's  or  The  Albany,  or 
write  TSA  (see  Sports). 
□Thanksgiving  Cottage  Weekend.  Through 
Mon,  at  French  River.  Info:  Out  &  Out, 
927-0970. 


TUES/0CT9 


□  WOODS  Planning  Meeting.  The  bimonth- 
ly meeting  of  the  Womyn  Out  Of  Doors  rec- 
reation club,  to  plan  events  for  November 
and  December.  "Most  of  the  discussion  and 
planning  for  events  and  activities  is  done  at 
the  meeting,  so  if  you  have  an  interest  or  an 
idea,  bring  it  (and  you!)  to  the  evening."  519 
Church  St  Community  Centre,  7:30  pm. 

□  Chutzpah.  Succah  construction  and 
decorating  at  Joel's  place,  7:30  pm.  Info: 
489-4662. 

THURS/0CT11 

□  Gay  Fathers  of  Toronto.  Meeting  at  the 
519  Church  St  Community  Centre,  8  pm. 
Info:  364-4164. 

□  Chutzpah.  Planning  meeting  at  Howard's, 
8  pm.  Info:  489-4662. 

SAT/0CT13 

□  Bicycle  Tour  of  Toronto.  Organized  by  the 
Out  &  Out  Club  with  Buffalo's  GP  Hike  & 
Bike  Club.  Info:  927-0970. 

□  Chutzpah  Dinner.  The  gay  Jewish  group 
will  be  gathering  at  the  Korona  Restaurant, 
493  Bloor  St  W,  at  7:30  pm.  Info:  489-4662. 

□  The  Creative  Act.  Book  signing/meet  the 
author.  See  Art. 


MARCHING  TO  TAKE  BACK  THE  NIGHT  • 

The  march  will  centre  on  The  Track,  with  a  focus  on  harassment  and  violence  against  hookers 


SUN/OCT  14 


BO  DEREK  IN  BOLERO  •  "IT'S  SOMETIMES  LOVELY,  AND  SHE  ALWAYS  IS 


DOut  &  Out  Winery  Tour.  Joint  outing  with 
Gay  Equality  Mississauga.  Info:  927-0970. 

SUN/OCT  21 

DCar  Rally.  The  Out  &  Out  Club  have  hired 
a  professional  car  rally  organizer  to  lead  a 
merry  crowd  through  a  scavenger  hunt  in 
northwest  Toronto.  Info:  927-0970. 
D  "Reading  Out:  An  Investigation  of  Female 
Forms  Through  Regenerative  Routes/Roots." 
A  workshop  for  fifteen  women,  open  to 
writers  and  visual  artists.  Info:  Ellea  Wright 
at  the  Toronto  Women's  Bookstore, 
922-8744. 

WED/OCT  24 

DCanoe  Reunion.  Anyone  who  took  part  in 
an  Out  &  Out  canoe  trip  this  year  is  invited 
to  an  evening  of  slides  and  chat.  927-0970. 

THURS/0CT25 

GGay  Fathers  of  Toronto.  Discussion 
group,  8  pm.  Info:  364-4164. 

FRI/0CT  26 

n Tobermory  Cottage  Weekend.  Organized 
by  Out  &  Out,  with  the  GOOD  Club  of 
Kitchener-Waterloo.  Through  Sun.  Info: 
927-0970. 


□  Annual  Succoth  Party.  Hosted  by  the  gay 
Jewish  group  Chutzpah.  At  Joel's  place,  2 
pm.  Info:  489-4662. 

DCredit  River  Hike.  Organized  by  Out  & 
Out,  with  Buffalo's  GP  Bike  &  Hike  club. 
Info:  927-0970. 

WED/OCT  1 7 

□  AIDS  Committee  of  Toronto  Annual 
General  Meeting.  All  welcome.  519  Church 
St  Community  Centre,  8  pm.  Info:  926-1626 
(9  am-5  pm). 

DLutherans  Concerned.  Meeting  in  a  mem- 
ber's home,  with  guests  from  another  local 
gay  religious  group.  Info:  925-0926. 

THURS/0CT18 

DPub  Night  at  Buddy's.  Hosted  by  the  gay 
recreational  club  Out  &  Out  —  everyone  wel- 
come. 370  Church  St,  from  appx  9  pm. 


FRI/OCT  19 


Book  Launching.  New  books  by  Vancou- 
ver poets  Betsy  Warland  and  Daphne  Marlatt 
will  be  presented,  as  well  as  the  authors.  Re- 
freshments served.  Toronto  Women's  Book- 
store, 73  Harbord  St,  7:30  pm.  Info: 
922-8744.  (See  also  Oct  20.) 


SAT/OCT  20 


f  !  Reading/Performance.  Vancouver  poets 
Betsy  Warland  and  Daphne  Marlatt  (see  Oct 
19)  present  an  evening  of  their  material  at  A 
Space,  204  Spadina  Ave,  8  pm.  Free  admis- 
sion. 


SAT/OCT  27 


I  !  Monster  Masque:  A  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Dance.  Sure  to  be  one  of  Toronto's  raddest 
Hallowe'en  spectacles,  organized  by  the  Gay 
Community  Dance  Committee.  Over  a  thou- 
sand people  are  expected  to  take  part.  Li- 
cenced; costume  prizes.  Two  dance  floors: 


upstairs,  disco  and  rock  with  DJ  Bob  Harri- 
son, with  sound,  lighting  &  laser  by  Light- 
writer;  and  new  wave/women's  music  down- 
stairs, with  DJs  Barb  Droese,  Ilona  Laney 
and  Dave  Nash.  9  pm-5  am  at  The  Concert 
Hall,  888  Yonge  St.  Tickets  $7.50  advance 
(from  Glad  Day  Bookshop),  $8.50  at  door, 
$5  after  1:30  am.  All  proceeds  to  29  lesbian 
and  gay  community  groups. 
□  Dale  Spender.  The  noted  author  of  several 
books  about  feminist  theorists,  language,  edu- 
cation and  the  history  of  the  women's  move- 
ment will  be  speaking  at  8  pm,  in  the  Faculty 
Lounge,  7th  floor  of  the  Faculty  of  Library 
Science  Building  at  Robarts  Library.  Hosted 
by  Oxford  University  Press,  Resources  for 
Feminist  Research  and  the  Toronto  Women's 
Bookstore.  Admission  $3.  Info:  Ellea  Wright 
at  the  Women's  Bookstore,  922-8744. 

SUN/OCT  28 

DCabbagetown  Group  Softball  League 
Annual  Meeting.  Nominations  for  election 
of  officers,  and  discussion  of  changes  to 
constitution.  Big  issues  this  year  are  whether 
to  affiliate  with  the  North  American  Gay 
Amateur  Athletic  Alliance,  and  whether  to 
maintain  the  competitive/ recreational  split. 

(hut/pah's  Monthly  Brunch.  The  gay 
Jewish  group  will  be  gathering  at  the  Golden 
Griddle,  45  Carlton  St,  at  1  pm.  Info: 
489-4662. 

I  {Lutherans  Concerned.  Meeting  to  attend  a 
local  morning  service,  and  brunch  thereafter. 
Info:  925-0926. 

WED/OCT  31 

I  uthtTuns  Concerned.  Reformation  Day/ 
Ml  Saints  Day  lervice.  Info:  MS  <W26. 
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MONDAYS 


DThe  Women's  Group.  Support  group  for 
lesbians,  8  pm.  519  Church  St  Community 
Centre.  Info:  Raechel,  936-0527. 
DDefensercise.  Two  hours  of  exercise,  self- 
defence  and  fun,  hosted  by  Toronto  Gay 
Patrol.  Free.  Wear  running  shoes,  loose 
clothing  and  don't  eat  45  minutes  before  ses- 
sion. 519  Church  St,  7:30  pm. 
DOvereaters  Anonymous.  For  gay  men  and 
lesbians.  5 1 9  Church  St  Community  Centre, 
7:30  pm. 


TUESDAYS 


□  Integrity  (Gay  Anglicans).  Church  of  the 
Holy  Trinity  (Eaton  Centre).  7:30  pm. 
593-6217. 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Youth  Toronto.  7:30  pm, 
519  Church  St  Community  Centre. 


WEDNESDAYS 


□  Metropolitan  Community  Church.  Mid- 
week services.  730  Bathurst  St.  Wheelchair- 
accessible.  7:30  pm. 

DToronto  Addicted  Women's  Self-Help  Net- 
work. Self-help  group  for  women  addicted  to 
alcohol  and  other  drugs.  Central  Neighbour- 
hood House.  349  Ontario  St,  7  pm.  Info: 
961-7319. 


THURSDAYS 


□  Zami.  New  group  for  black  and  West  Indi- 
an lesbians  and  gay  men.  519  Church  St 
Community  Centre,  8  pm. 
DTAG  Coming  Out  Group.  Meets  in  private 
home.  Supportive  atmosphere  for  people 
coming  to  terms  with  their  sexuality.  8  pm. 
Info:  964-6600. 


FRIDAYS 


DGays  and  Lesbians  at  U  of  T.  8  pm,  Inter- 
national Student  Centre,  33  St  George  St. 
Check  923-GAYS  for  weekly  topic.  All 
welcome. 


SUNDAYS 


□  Dignity/Toronto.  Gay  Catholics  and 
friends.  Mass  or  worship  followed  by  discus- 
sion. Lynch  Hall,  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes 
Church  (Sherbourne  St,  south  of  Bloor), 

5  pm.  Wheelchair-accessible.  960-3997. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church.  Wor- 
ship at  1 1  am  and  7:30  pm;  singspiration  15 
minutes  before  each  service.  Sunday  school 
provided  for  1 1  am  service.  Wheelchair-ac- 
cessible; services  on  first  Sun  of  each  month 
signed  for  the  deaf.  730  Bathurst. 
DChristos  Metropolitan  Community 
Church.  Worship  service  at  7  pm,  St  Luke's 
United  Church  (Sherbourne  &  Carlton,  in 
chapel  off  Carlton)  with  fellowship  hour. 
489-4293  (days)  or  248-1733  (evenings). 

D  Lesbians  of  Colour.  7:30  pm.  Info:  c/o 
Box  7289,  Stn  A,  M5W  1X9. 

□  Alcoholics  Anonymous.  Gay  and  lesbian 
group,  open  to  all.  3  pm.  730  Bathurst  St 
(MCC). 


PHONELINES 


AlcoholicsAnonymous 964-3962 

Lesbian  and  gay  groups. 

[  IGaycare  Toronto 243-5494 

Seven  days  a  week,  7-1 1  pm. 

I  esbianPhoneline 960-3249 

Tues  7:30-10:30  pm. 

DGay  Communis  Calendar 923-G  ^  S 

GayCourtwatch 362-6928 

i    (Jay  Fathers  of  Toronto  364-4164 

Mon-Fri,  7-10  pm. 

SpoeaesofGays  967-0597 

Wed  and  Thurs  6:30-8:30  pm. 

loronloAreaGays(TAG) 964-6600 

Mon-Fri  7-10  pm. 
Counselling,  info. 

Hisexuals  International.    (215)425-3894 

(Philadelphia). 

(IRPA  960-6318 

Citizens'  independent  Review  ol  PoUoe 
Activities  24-houi  confidential  hotline. 

Trouble  with  the  police'  Call  us  first! 


SOCIAL/POLITICAL  ACTION 

continued  from  page  21 

□  Lesbians  ot  Colour.  Political/social  group  Into:  c/o  Box  7289. 
Sin  A,  M5W1X9. 

Z  Metamorphosis.  Box  5963.  Stn  A.  M5W  1P4  Transsexual  coun- 
selling and  services 

New  Democratic  Party  Gay  and  Lesbian  Caucus.  Box  792.  Stn  F. 
M4Y  2N7  964-1049 

□  New  Dimensions.  Social  group  for  women,  meets  approximately 
every  third  week  Into:  Gayle.  683-8691 

~  Osgoode  Gay/Lesbian  Caucus.  York  University.  4700  Keele  St. 
Downsview.  M3J  2R5  532-2443  (Peter)  or  463-4721  (Shelley). 
r  Parents  and  Friends  ot  Lesbians  and  Gays  Toronto.  52  Roxaline  St. 
Weston  ON  M9T  2Y9  Into  Pauline  Martin  at  244-2105 
Z Parents  ol  Gays  Mississauga.  c/o  Anne  Rutledge.  3323  Kings 
Mastings  Cres.  Mississauga  L5L  1G5  820-5130 
Z  Right  to  Privacy  Committee  (RTPCL  730  Bathurst  St,  M5S  2R4. 
Defence  committee  lor  gays  arrested  under  bawdyhouse  laws. 
Cheques  or  charges  pyable  to  Harriet  Sachs  in  trust  lor  RTPC  Into 
961-8046  or  362-2877  Also  runs  Courtwatch  (362-6928) 
1  Spouses  o)  Gays.  206  St  Clair  Ave  W.  M4V  1R2  920-5546  (Caryn 
Miller) 

Z  Toronto  Rainbow  Alliance  ol  the  Deal.  Box  671 .  Stn  F.  M4Y  2N6 
Z  Zami.  New  support/polrtical/social  group  tor  black  and  West  In- 
dian lesbians  and  gay  men.  meeting  every  Thurs.  8  pm.  at  519 
Church  St  Into  c/o  Box  7289.  Stn  A.  M5W 1X9. 

HEALTH  & 
SOCIAL  SERVICES 

ZAIDS  Committee  ot  Toronto.  Box  55.  Stn  F.  M4Y  2L4  926-1626 
(Mon-Fn.  9  am-5  pm)  Educates  public  aboul  the  syndrome, 
especially  AIDS-attected  communities,  and  provides  support  services 
to  people  with  AIDS. 

"  Alcoholics  Anonymous.  Lesbian/gay  fellowships.  964-3962. 
The  Centre  tor  Sexually  Assaulted  Males  (SAM).  Box  597.  Stn  Q. 
M4A  2P4  928-0772  Phonelines  open  7  pm  to  5  am 


Gaycare  Toronto,  c/o  Chnstos  MCC,  Box  1 193,  Stn  F.  M4Y  2T8. 
243-5494,7-11  pm  seven  days  a  week  Free  tace-to-lace  drop-in 
counselling  service  in  the  downtown  area.  Group  sessions 

Gay  Counselling  Centre  ot  Toronto.  105  Carlton  St.  4th  door, 
M5B  1M2  977-2153  Tues.  Wed, Thurs,  6:30-9  30  pm  Professional 
counselling  for  lesbians  and  gay  men.  Call  for  appt  or  drop  in. 
Z Gay  Fathers  of  Toronto.  Phoneline  364-4164.  7-10  pm.  Mon-Fri 
ZGay  Mens  Discussion  Groups.  Sponsored  by  U  ol  T  Sex  Ed  Cen- 
tre 978-3977 

ZHassle-Free  Clinic  —  Men.  556  Church  St.  2nd  floor,  M4Y  2E3 
922-0603  VD  into,  testing  and  treatment  Hours  Mon,  Wed.  4-9 
pm,  Tues,  Thurs.  10  am-3  pm;  Fri,  4-7  pm;  Sat.  10am-2pm.  Bath 
clinics  every  Wed  evening  at  The  Club  and  Roman's 
ZLesbian  Phoneline.  Box  70,  Stn  F,  M4Y  2L4  960-3249.  Tues 
7  30-10:30  pm.  Recorded  message  other  times  Speakers  available. 
D  Sex  Ed  Centre,  c/o  U  ol  T  Office  of  Admissions.  31 5  Bloor  St  W. 
Room  107.  M5S  1A3.  Devonshire  and  Bloor  Sts.  behind  Admissions 
Bldg.  978-3977  Sex  counselling  tor  U  ol  T  campus  Gay  counsellors 
every  Tues,  10am-9pm. 

□  Toronto  Area  Gays.  Box  6706  Stn  A,  M5W  1X5,  964-6600.  Free 
peer  counselling  and  info  tor  lesbians  and  gay  men.  Mon-Fri: 

7  pm-10pm. 

□  Tri-AW  Charitable  Foundation.  8  Irwin  Ave.  M4Y  1K9  Gay  youth, 
streetwork.  parkwalch,  public  education,  agency  consultations. 


RELIGIOUS 

□  Christos  Metropolitan  Community  Church,  Box  1193,  Stn  F. 
M4Y  278  968-7423  Christian  church  with  special  outreach  to  gay 
community,  working  in  association  with  Gaycare  Toronto 

□  Chutzpah.  See  Social/political  action  listings. 

Z  Dignify/Toronto.  Box  249,  Stn  E.  M6H  4E2  960-3997  Group  for 
gay  and  lesbian  Catholics  and  friends 

□  Integrity/Toronto.  Box  873.  Stn  F.  M4Y  2N9.  Pastoral  ministry 
lor  gay  and  lesbian  Anglicans  and  friends.  593-621 7.  Chaplains 
available  lor  pastoral  counselling  through  this  number. 

□  Lutherans  Concerned,  c/o  Edward  Schlauch,  980  Broadview 
Ave.  Apt  2309.  M4K  3Y1  925-0926  (David).  Support  and  fellow- 


ship for  gay  and  lesbian  Lutherans  and  their  Iriends  Meets  1  st 
and  3rd  Wed  of  month 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church.  730  Bathurst  St,  M5S  2R4. 
536-2848.  Christian  church  with  special  ministry  to  gay 
community. 

Seventh-Day  Adventists  Kinship  International.  For  past  and 
present  gay  and  lesbian  Adventists.  c/o  Jeremy  Young,  Box  408, 
Sin  C,  M6J  3P5. 

□  Spirit.  730  Bathurst  St.  M5S  2R4.  482-1817  Support  group  for 
gay  and  lesbian  Salvationists  and  friends. 

□Toronto  Organization  of  United  Church  Homosexuals.  Box  626. 
SlnQ,  M4T  1L0. 

NUN  OF  THE  ABOVE 

□  The  Sisters  ol  Perpetual  Indulgence.  Drawer  OPI.  c/oBox  7289. 
Stn  A.  M5W  1X9. 


□  Association  of  Gay  Social  Workers,  c/o  906-55  Isabella  St, 
M4Y  1M8.  Social  work  students  also  welcome 

□  Gays  in  Health  Care.  Box  7086,  Stn  A.  M5W  1X7.  920-1882. 
Gay  men  and  lesbians  working  and  training  in  health-care  delivery 
and  research. 

□Toronto  Lambda  Business  Council.  Box  513,  Adelaide  St  Stn, 
M5C  2J6.  Non-profit  guild  with  over  70  members;  publishes  direc- 
tory twice  a  year. 


□  Cabbagetown  Group  Softball  League.  Box  1113,  Stn  F, 
M4Y  2T8. 

□Judy  Garland  Memorial  Bowling  League.  Info  bulletin  boards  in 
bars,  or  write  c/o  TSA  (below).  Sept-May  season  (Mon  and  Thurs 
evenings),  also  summer  league. 

□  Not-so  Amazon  Softball  League.  All-lesbian  recreation  league 
Info:  967-7440  or  466-9341. 


579  Yonge,  Toronto  (416)  967-4666 


□  Out  and  Out  Club.  Box  331,  Stn  F.  M4Y  2L7  927-0970  Outdoor 
activities  lor  gay  people. 

□  Pool  Bar  League.  Info  at  most  bars,  or  write  c/o  TSA. 

□  Riverdale  Curling  League.  Write  c/o  TSA. 

□  Riverdale  Volleyball  League.  Oct-Mar  season  begins  Oct  5.  Inlo 
at  Buddy's,  the  Albany,  or  write  c/o  TSA. 

□  Rotators  Curling  League.  Write  c/o  TSA. 

□  Salukis.  All-lesbian  sottball  team.  Box  6597.  Stn  A.  M5W  1 X4 
964-7477. 

□  Toronto  Historical  Bowling  Society.  Sept-May  season;  Tues, 
Wed,  Fri  and  Sat  evenings,  and  Sun  afternoon.  Also  summer 
league.  Info;  423-5955,  or  write  1 00-2  Bloor  St  W,  M4W  3E2 

□  Toronto  Sports  Alliance  (TSA).  Box  1 1 1 3.  Stn  F,  M4Y  2T8 
nwomyn  Out  Doors  (WOODS).  Women- identified  women  sharing 
outdoor  skills  and  experiences.  Outings,  workshops  and  trips.  Box 
462,  Stn  P,  M5S  2S9 


PUBLICATIONS  & 
INFORMATION 

□  Action!  Irregular  publication  ol  Right  to  Privacy  Committee.  730 
Bathurst  SI,  M5S  2R4  924-4523. 

□  Bisexuals  International  (Philadelphia).  (215)  425-3894 

□  The  Body  Politic.  Box  7289,  Stn  A.  M5W  1X9.  364-6320. 
National  lesbian  and  gay  monthly. 

□  Canadian  Gay  Archives.  Box  639.  Sin  A.  M5W  1G2  364-2759 

□  Canadian  Women's  Movement  Archives.  Box  928.  Stn  Q  M4T 
2P1   597-8865 

□  Gay  Community  Calendar.  Call  923-GAYS  (923-4297)  Box  8. 
Adelaide  St  Stn,  M5C  2H8.  24  hour  recorded  message  ol  weekly 
events.  To  get  inlo  listed  call  656-0372  between  7-1 0  pm  Mondays 

□  Gayline  West.  453-GGCO.  Community  inlo  lor  Mississauga  and 
parts  west  of  Metro. 

□  Glad  Day  Bookshop.  648A  Yonge  St,  2nd  floor,  M5Y  2A6. 
961-4161.  Mon  10-8;  Tue-Wed  10-6.  Thurs-Fri  10-9;  Sal  10-6. 
Moving  Oct  1  to  598  Yonge  St,  2nd  II. 

□  Grapevine,  8ox  38.  Sin  E,  M6H  4E1   Lesbian  Mothers'  Defense 
Fund  newsletter.  2-3  issues/year. 

□  Lesbian/Lesbienne.  National  newsletter.  367-0589  (Kerry) 

□  Metamorphosis.  Box  5963,  Stn  A,  M5W  1P4.  Newsletter  lor 
transsexuals. 

□  Rites.  Magazine  lor  lesbian  and  gay  liberation  Box  65,  Stn  F, 
M4Y  2L4. 

□  Sound  Women,  c/o  Ryerson  Women's  Centre.  SURPI.  380  Vic- 
toria St,  M5B  1W7.  Ryerson  women's  radio  show  collective.  Les- 
bian and  feminist  music,  interviews  and  announcements.  Sundays 
at  noon.  CKLN-FM  88.1 .  To  place  announcements,  call  598-9838 
□Toronto  Women's  Bookstore.  73  Harbord  St,  M5S  1G4. 
922-8744 

□  The  Web.  821-1416.  Free  monthly  newsletter  ol  women's 
events.  Available  at  SCM  Bookstore.  519  Church  St  Community 
Centre.  Cameo,  Together,  Toronto  Rape  Crisis  Centre,  or  MCC. 


WOMEN'S 


The  following  is  a  select  list  ol  women's  services  in  Toronto  ol  par- 
ticular interest  to  lesbians. 

□  Broadside.  Box  494,  Sin  P.  M5S  2T1 .  598-3513.  Monthly  fem- 
inist newspaper.  Substantial  cbntributions  by  lesbians. 

□  Constance  Hamilton  Housing  Co-op.  For  women  only  523  Melita 
Cres,  M6G  3X9.  532-8860 

□  Fireweed.  Box  279,  Stn  B.  M5T  2W2.  977-8681 .  Feminist  quar- 
terly of  politics  and  the  arts. 

□  Hassle-Free  Clinic  —  Women.  556  Church  St.  second  floor, 
M4Y  2E3.  922-0566.  Free  medical  clinic.  Birth  control  and  gyne- 
cological inlo.  VD  and  pregnancy  testing,  abortion  counselling  and 
referrals.  Hours:  Mon,  Wed,  Fri,  10  am-3  pm;  Tues,  Thur,  4  pm- 
9  pm.  Call  ahead. 

□  International  Women's  Day  Committee.  Box  70,  Stn  F.  M4Y  2L4 
789-4541 .  Independent  socialist  feminist  organization. 
□Jessie's  Centre  lor  Teenage  Women.  154  Bathurst  St.  M5V  2R3 
365-1888.  Multi-service  agency.  Lesbian-positive. 

□  Macphall  House.  389  Church  SI.  MSB  2A1 .  977-1037.  Long- 
term  YWCA  residence  lor  women  1 6-25.  Shared  co-op  apartments 

□  Nellie's  Hostel  for  Women.  275A  Broadview  Ave.  M4M  2G8. 
461-1084.  Temporary  hostel  lor  women  16  and  over,  including 
mothers  with  children. 

□  Power  and  Trust,  S/M.  Call  II  what  you  want.  Toronto  lesbian 
S/M  support  group  now  in  formation  (and  we  don't  have  a  name 
yet!)  For  further  info,  send  SASE  to  Drawer  E600,  Box  7289,  Stn 
A.  M5W1X9. 

□  Slstering.  Drop-in  centre  for  transient  women.  Counselling  and 
referrals  lor  housing,  doctors,  social  agencies,  etc.  Free  coffee  and 
lunch  ina  non-lhreatening.  supportive  atmosphere.  Mon-Fri,  8 
am-4  pm.  Scadding  Court  Community  Centre,  707  Dundas  W  (at 
Bathurst).  366-0001. 

□  Stop  86.  86  Madison  Ave,  M5R  2S4.  922-3271 .  Crisis  housing 
and  social  service  centre  lor  women  under  25. 

□  Times  Change  Women's  Employment  Centre.  22  Davisville  Ave, 
M4S  1E8.  487-2807.  9-5  Mon-Thurs,  9-2  Fri.  Employment  coun- 
selling. |Ob  search  and  career  planning  workshops. 

□Toronto  Addicted  Women's  Sell-Help  Network.  Suite  202,  Box 
2213.  Stn  P,  M5S  2T2.  Phoneline:  961-7319.  Self-help  group  tor 
women  addicted  to  alcohol  and  other  drugs.  Weekly  meetings. 
□Toronto  Area  Caucus  ol  Women  and  the  Law.  Box  231 .  Stn  B, 
M5T  2T2. 

□Toronto  Differently  Abled  Women's  Accessibility  Committee. 
929-9327  (weekday  mornings). 

□  Toronto  Rape  Crisis  Centre.  Box  6597,  StnA.  M5W  1X4  Crisis 
line:  964-8080.  Business  line:  964-7477.  Info,  self-defence 
courses 

□Toronto  Women's  Housing  Co-op.  Coming  soon  Info  921-4755 

□  U  ol  T  Women's  Newsmagazine.  For  leminists  on  and  off  cam- 
pus 44  SI  George  St,  2nd  fir.  M5S  2E4  Info:  Brenda  534-4021. 
I   Women  in  Trades,  c/o  Times  Change.  22  Davisville  St. 

M4S  1E8  534-1161. 

□Women's  Counselling,  Referral  and  Education  Centre.  348  Col- 
lege St,  M5T  1S4.  924-0766  Therapy,  counselling,  inlo. 
□Women's  Independent  Thought!  (WITZ).  Group  lor  exchange  ol 
ideas  and  creative  endeavours.  768-9496  or  536-3162. 
□Women's  Media  Alliance  c/o  940  Queen  St  E.  M4M  1 J7.  Phyllis 
Waugh,  466-8840 

□Women's  Resource  Centre,  OISE.  252  Bloor  StW,  M5S  1V6 
923-6641,  Ext  244.  Books,  periodicals,  audio  &  video  tapes 
riWomensporU.  Women's  sports  store  561  Mt  Pleasant  Rd  (s  ol 
Eglinton).  481-2531 

Womynly  Way  Productions  427  Bloor  St  W.  M5S  1X7. 
925-6568.  Company  bringing  concerts,  dance  and  theatrical  per- 
lormances  to  the  city 
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August  1984 
I'm  sitting  in  a  hotel  bar  in  Halifax, 
remembering  the  November  afternoon 
when  I  went  to  Cannington,  Ontario,  to 
talk  with  Timothy  Findley  and  his  lover 
Bill  Whitehead.  It  was  a  conversation 
long  postponed  —  the  first  time  an  inter- 
view was  suggested,  Findley  was  hard  at 
work  completing  his  fourth  novel, 
Famous  Last  Words,  and  shortly 
thereafter,  I  went  south  for  a  couple  of 
years.  During  that  time,  his  fame  com- 
pounded geometrically.  The  Wars  may 
have  won  the  Governor  General's 
Award,  but  this  was  only  a  prelude  to  his 
winning  the  hearts  of  every  critic  and 
journalist  in  the  country.  The  proud 
public  profile  of  Timothy  Findley, 
novelist,  eccentric  (those  ubiquitous 
twenty-seven  cats!)  and  openly  gay  man, 
was  developed  at  the  same  time  that  the 
bath  raids,  the  Body  Politic  trials,  and 


who  knows  what  other  troubles  were 
dominating  the  news  pages.  If  the  per- 
sonal is  the  political,  then  Findley  was 
the  most  successful  politician  of  us  all. 
I'm  no  journalist,  no  interviewer;  I 
would,  as  I  said  to  Findley  at  the  time, 
much  rather  sit  and  chat  without  a  tape 
recorder  at  my  side.  That  Saturday 
afternoon,  in  their  rambling,  added-on- 
to  19th-century  farmhouse  northeast  of 
Toronto,  the  charms  of  Bill  and  Tiff's 
real,  ordinary  life  overwhelmed  my 
questions.  There  were  many  cups  of  tea, 
a  real  Canadian  winter-afternoon  lunch. 
But  you  can 't  hold  a  tape  recorder  up  to 
the  walls  of  books,  the  paintings,  the 
yellow  fields  and  the  endless  gray  sky,  or 
even  to  the  twenty-seven  cats  and  two 
dogs,  and  get  a  story.  So  we  're  left  with 
what  is  here  —  and  happily,  Timothy 
Findley  is  never  dull. 

—  Gordon  Montador 


Gordon  Montador: :  TWo  of  your 
characters,  Mauberly,  who  narrates 
Famous  Last  Words,  and  Robert  Ross  in 
The  Wars,  are  confronted  with  the  end 
of  the  world  as  they  knew  it,  and  both  of 
them  exhibit  a  kind  of  gentility  that 
harks  back  to  a  world  that  was  lost. 
How  much  do  you  feel  the  loss  of  that 
world? 

Timothy  Findley:  I  was  brought  up 
on  a  loss,  Gordon.  Both  my  grandfath- 
ers had  money,  and  they  were  both  fairly 
extraordinary  people.  I  gather  from 
stories  that  strangers  tell  me.  and  family 
too,  that  grandfather  Findley  was  abso- 
lutely remarkable,  marvelous.  Not  a 
word  about  him  (hat  doesn't  make  you 
crawl  with  "Goddammit,  why  did  you 
die  before  1  got  to  my  confrontation 


BodvPoliHc 


The  author  of  The 
Wars  and  Famous 
Last  Words 
reflects  on  coming 
out,  coming  to 
terms  with  booze, 
and  on  the  future 
of  being  gay. 

Gordon  Montador 
spends  an 
afternoon  at  home 
with  Timothy 
Findley 


with  you!"  He  died  of  the  most  mon- 
strous kind  of  cancer  you  can  have,  and 
my  grandfather  Dole  lost  everything,  in- 
cluding his  marriage,  his  children.  It  was 
total  Greek  tragedy,  so  that  my  family 
had  virtually  lost  everything  —  that's  the 
kind  of  people  I  grew  up  with,  whose 
minds  were  always  in  a  sense  elsewhere, 
in  another  time. 

They  weren't  dreamy,  soft  people.  My 
mother  and  father  were  in  their  own  wa) 
quite  extraordinary  people  because  they 
survived  all  of  this,  and  the)  survived  it 
intact.  And  they  helped  me  to  survive,  be- 
cause the)  had  .ill  sorts  of  standards  to 
live  by  for  which  we  hadn't  the  means, 
but  nonetheless  we  lived  by  those  stan- 
dards.  We  1 1 \ cd  in  houses.  I  he  clothing 
was  always  second  hand,  which  was  verj 
hard      pretending  is  haul  fol  kids,  you 
don't  want  to  go  around  pretending 

you're  something  you're  not.  So  I  suf- 
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fered  from  that  loss,  and  my  nostalgia  is 
through  that  avenue,  rather  than  through 
any  loss  that  I  have  personally  endured. 
The  loss  of  what  was  always  presented  to 
me  as  so  wonderful,  so  magical. 

GM:  And  what  should  be  still,  presu- 
mably, if  they  were  maintaining  these 
standards. 

TF:  Yes  it  was  what  should  be,  but 
you  were  always  informed  that  the  only 
way  it  could  be  was  if  there  were  these 
extraordinary  people,  and  there  are  no 
more  extraordinary  people. 

GM:  And  was  that  definite? 

TF:  That  was  that,  you're  never  going 
to  get  back  there  because  there  aren't 
any  more  extraordinary  people.  And 
then,  Hitler  had  begun  to  dismantle  the 
world,  and  we  grew  up  with  that. 

TF:  Was  it  an  unhappy  time? 

GM:  No,  no,  I  had  the  most  wonder- 
ful private  world  that  I've  livednn  all  my 
life.  I  started  being  hit  (now,  I  say  this 
with  great  respect  and  without  any  sense 
of  complaint;  I  look  on  these  things  as 
perhaps  the  things  that  have  saved  me  as 
I've  gone  on)  —  as  soon  as  I  was  born  I 
was  hit  with  all  sorts  of  diseases  and 
physical  problems,  so  consequently  to 
survive  was  something  I  had  to  do  eight 
times  over  every  time  I  turned  around, 
and  my  parents  had  to  help  me  do  it.  So 
our  connection  was  one  of  "Now  how 
do  we  make  you  live?"  and  I  was  look- 
ing up  from  bed  and  saying  (laughter) 
"What  is  this  one  about?"  I  had  these 
double  mastoids  that  were  full  of  poi- 
son, and  used  to  try  to  do  this  (rolling 
motion  with  head).  The  pain  was  appall- 
ing, I  would  make  noises  that  turned 
into  singing,  and  every  night  until  I  was 
twelve  I  sang  myself  to  sleep  with  this 
rolling  motion. 

GM:  Songs  that  you  made  up? 

TF:  Yup.  And  with  them,  stories, 
images.  It  was  a  terribly  private  world, 
the  real  world  being  filled  with  difficul- 
ties, but  with  terrific  people. 

GM:  So  it  was  happy  but  difficult. 
But  the  illnesses  didn't  make  you  retir- 
ing, or  reluctant,  you  left  school  at  fif- 
teen or  sixteen  —  you  didn't  complete 
high  school  at  Jarvis  Collegiate. 

TF:  No.  I  went  off  to  study  dancing 
and  I  worked  at  Massey  Harris. 

GM:  How  long  did  you  do  both? 

TF:  Not  really  a  very  long  time,  about 
a  year  and  a  half.  Then  I  started  getting 
amateur  theatre  work,  so  I  had  to  quit 
that  kind  of  work.  I  got  a  job  at  the 
stock  exchange,  where  I  could  do  a  play 
and  then  go  back. 

GM:  What  was  the  response  of  your 
family?  Had  there  been  artists  in  the 
family? 

TF:  No,  no.  My  father  loved  books, 
he  adored  poetry.  He  would  come  into 
our  rooms  —  one  of  my  best  memories 
of  my  dad  was  as  a  voice  in  the  dark  with 
a  glowing  cigarette  end.  You  could  see 
the  cigarette  moving  and  I'd  ask  him  to 
draw  things  with  the  glowing  cigarette. 
He  was  usually  a  bit  tight  which  made  it 
in  a  way  wonderful  because  the  poetry 
would  just  roll  out  of  him  as  he  ranted  in 
the  dark,  a  lot  of  Tennyson,  but  also 
Eliot,  the  story-telling  Browning. . . .  And 
painting,  we  were  always  taken  to  see 
paintings,  and  of  course  you  always 
went  to  the  symphony.  All  of  that  is  very 
much  a  part  of  where  I  come  from,  but 
at  the  same  time  to  be  one...  no\  We 
won't  have  this  (laughter),  not  in  the 
family,  it's  something  you  look  at  but 
you  don't  do  it.  I  mean  it  was  sheer,  un- 
adulterated social  pressure.  If  you  did  it, 
you  were  peculiar. 

GM:  "You  were  peculiar"  —  did  that 
mean  gay? 

TF:  Because  I  danced  there  was  that 
danger,  very  much,  but  I  made  the  mis- 
take (and  it  was  a  mistake)  of  telling  my 


"The  only  people  you  ever 
heard  about  were  way  off  in 
Paris,  or  Oscar  Wilde.... 
And  then  slowly  you  realized 
that  there  was  a  bar  in  the  King 
Eddy...  and  then  I  began  to 
meet  the  most  wonderful 
people  in  my  life.  ...they'd  been 
going  on  like  this  all  their  lives, 
of  course,  but  I  didn't  know  it. 
Someone  had  to  tell  you, 
that's  how  secret  it  was.  It  was 
like  being  a  spy.' 
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parents  that  I  was....  well,  now,  we're 
going  to  have  the  argument  now  about 
this  word  gay.... 

GM:  It  doesn't  have  to  be  an 
argument. 

TF:  Yes,  it's  pointless,  some  people 
use  it  —  some  people  don't.  I  don't  be- 
cause I  don't  feel  it's  an  adequate  des- 
cription of  what  I  am.  I  feel  as  if  I  knew 
it  all  my  life,  my  physical  attraction  to 
men  was  something  I  can  remember 
from  four  or  five  years  old,  from  when- 
ever you  really  realize  you're  an  individ- 
ual. You're  walking  around  and  these 
are  your  eyes,  not  somebody  else's,  and 
you've  stopped  looking  at  what  your 
parents  tell  you  to  look  at  and  you've 
started  seeing  your  own  things.  And 
making  up  your  own  mind  that  back 
there  under  the  sofa  is  something  they 
don't  know  about,  and  why  don't  they 
know  about  it.  I  felt  an  overwhelming 
need  to  tell  them....  I  couldn't  bear  not 
to  share  it.  And  I  never  went  around 
thinking  there  was  something  wrong 
with  me.  It  was  always  a  question  of 
what  am  I  going  to  do  about  this,  how 
am  I  going  to  make  this  work. 

GM:  So  you  started  by  telling  the 
people  who  were  closest  to  you,  your 
family. 

TF:  Yeah,  and  my  mother  wasn't...  I 
think  she  reacted  more  privately,  "Oh 
dear,  what  does  it  mean?  There'll  be  no... 
children?"  or  things  like  that.  I  don't 
know  what  she  thought,  I  really  don't, 
but  she  didn't  react  badly,  there  was  no 
"How  could  you  be,  how  awful."  But 
my  father...  it  was  very  hard,  it  was  his 
responsibility  as  he  saw  it  to  carry  on  the 
honour  that  had  died  with  his  father  and 
his  wonderful  brother.  I  was  carrying  an 
awful  load  of  that. 

And  yet  he  had  the  curious  attitude 
of,  aren't  artists  wonderful  people.... 
But  not  my  son?  But  not  my  son. 

GM:  Now  when  you  left  school  at  six- 


teen, had  you  come  out  to  your  family 
by  then? 

TF:  Yeah,  by  then  they  knew.  By  then 
I  was  active,  I  was  having  a  full  life  and 
that  was  very  difficult,  because  when 
you're  in  a  high  school  situation  with  a 
lot  of  very  macho  boys  it  isn't  something 
that  your  fool  around  with.  I  don't 
know  that  they  hated  me,  but  I  must  say 
I  had  a  lot  of  hatred  for  them  because  I 
saw  through  the  pose  —  I  don't  mean 
that  in  a  superior  sense  at  all  —  what  I 
mean  is  I  kept  thinking  you  son-of-a- 
bitch,  why  are  you  lying,  what  is  all  this 
lying  about  what  you're  doing?  You 
couldn't  be  friends  with  anybody  whose 
whole  life  was  a  lie,  and  that's  what  got 
to  me,  and  I  was  so  glad  to  get  out  of 
there  into  a  world  where  there  were 
adults.  I'd  been  so  happy  with  all  my 
friends  before  they  achieved  puberty, 
there  was  nothing  wrong  then,  we  had 
the  most  wonderful  time.  But  as  soon  as 
we  hit  puberty  the  schism  had  to  hap- 
pen. I  wasn't  one  of  them  anymore. 

GM:  And  you  weren't  prepared  to 
mask  your  life  to  become  one  of  them? 

TF:  No.  And  I  had  a  friend  who  I 
could  see  was  gay,  and  that  it  was  mak- 
ing his  life  absolute  hell,  but  there  was 
nothing  I  could  do  because  he  wouldn't 
come  out  of  his  shell.  We  couldn't  be 
lovers  (a  ridiculous  word  to  use  for  kids 
of  that  age)  —  we  couldn't  do  anything 
because  he  was  so  terrified,  and  I  hated 
that,  right  away  I  began  thinking,  this  is 
not  right,  that  he  should  have  to  go 
through  this.  He  went  straight  on 
through  to  marriage,  the  whole  number. 
I  mean  marriage  that  really  wasn't 
wanted  at  all.  When  I  got  married  I 
wanted  to  get  married,  I  really  loved  the 
woman  I  married  —  and  the  marriage 
didn't  work,  and  that's  another  story 
and  another  thing.  But  he  had  to  marry 
someone  he  didn't  love,  and  didn't  have 
any  craving  for  at  all. 

GM:  But  you  were  out.  Was  there  a 
community  then,  an  artistic  community 
that  made  room  for  you,  or  a  bourgeon- 
ing gay  community  that  made  room  for 
you,  or  that  you  attached  yourself  to? 

TF:  It  happened  in  two  ways  and  I 
don't  know  enough  about  other  people's 
stories  in  that  time;  in  that  time  it  was 
something  you  simply  could  not  be. 
There  was  no  public  place  for  it  at  all. 
The  only  people  you  heard  about  were 
way  off  in  Paris,  or  Oscar  Wilde.  You 
still  lived  with  that.  And  oddly  enough 
when  you  heard  about  Oscar  Wilde,  the 
way  they  told  the  story  you  didn't  really 
know  that  it  was  homosexuality  that 
Oscar  had  done,  it  was  all  connected 
with  dope,  and  The  Picture  of  Dorian 
Grey,  and  look  what  you'll  look  like 
dear  if  you  go  anywhere  near  those 
people.  It  was  all  that.  And  of  course 
you'll  be  laughed  at,  everybody  thought. 
Even  in  the  theatre  you  were  very,  very 
cagey.  I  didn't  have  a  love  affair  with 
anyone  in  the  theatre  until  I  was  twenty, 
and  there  was  a  time  when  Bill  and  I,  in 
the  early  '60s  —  Bill  was  producing  and  I 
was  acting  in  a  company  that  he'd  hired, 
and  he  said  "Of  course  we'll  share  a 
hotel  room,"  and  I  said  "We  can't  do 
that."  I  literally  said  to  him,  "Bill,  it's 
too  blatant,  everyone  will  know." 

GM:  Did  everyone  know? 

TF:  Of  course!  Now  it  seems  insane, 
that  you  couldn't  do  that,  particularly  in 
the  company  of  actors.  But  what  there 
was,  was  the  very  secret  company  of  men 
in  parks.  The  ravine,  the  Don  Valley,  was 
full  of  them  and  that's  really  the  only 
contact  you  could  have.  I  can  remember 
once,  much  later,  it  must  have  been  when 
I  was  eighteen  or  nineteen  or  even  later 
than  that,  one  guy  saying  to  me,  "Have 
you  ever  been  to  Letros?"  (a  gay  lounge 
on  King  Street,  near  the  King  Edward 


Hotel)  I  didn't  know  there  were  such 
places,  and  it  took  me  a  very  long  time  to 
go  there,  because  you  had  to  walk  in  off 
the  street. 

And  then  slowly  you  realized  that 
there  was  a  bar  in  the  King  Eddy,  and 
also  you  slowly  began  to  realize  that 
there  was  a  segment  of  another  beer- 
drinking  place,  and  then  I  began  to  meet 
the  most  wonderful  people  in  my  life,  to 
that  time,  and  they  were  artists. 

GM:  Painters? 

TF:  Yes.  They'd  all  been  abroad. 
They'd  all  enjoyed  the  kind  of  freedom 
that  you  couldn't  have,  they'd  been  go- 
ing on  like  this  all  their  lives,  of  course, 
but  I  didn't  know  it.  Someone  had  to  tell 
you,  that's  how  secret  it  was,  and  you 
realized,  there  was  a  community,  that  it 
was  always  high  up  in  there  where  that 
light  is  burning.  There  are  twelve  of 
them  my  dear,  Migod,  some  of  them 
come  from  the  best  families  in  Toronto, 
etc,  etc.  Nobody  knew.  And  so  it  was 
surrounded  with  secrecy.  It  was  like 
being  a  spy. 

I  hope  people  don't  have  to  go 
through  that  kind  of  thing  now,  it's  so 
silly,  but  I'm  sure  they  do.  The  stigma  is 
still  the  same,  although  the  world  you 
can  move  in  is  so  much  wider. 

GM:  I  don't  think  I'd  use  the  word 
stigma,  though.  In  all  of  the  interviews 
with  you  that  I've  read,  while  occasion- 
ally there's  a  not  very  educated  remark 
linking  homosexuality  to  drinking,  for 
the  most  part  the  press  has  been  very  ac- 
cepting of  you  and  Bill,  it's  almost  as  if 
you're  everyone's  favourite  couple. 

TF:  No,  I  don't  mean  that,  I  mean 
there's  a  stigma  that  other  people  en- 
dure. I  don't  have  this  problem  among 
my  friends,  or  with  the  world  /live  in, 
but  I'm  going  to  be  enormously  glad 
when  it  stops  being  a  part  of  why  people 
want  to  know  about  me,  because  I  now 
cannot  go  on  TV  without  it  being 
brought  up.  What  I  want  always  to  say 
to  them  —  and  you  must  know  this,  I 
know  I'm  not  alone  in  saying  this  —  is 
"Do  you  people,  when  you  go  to  inter- 
view Margaret  Atwood,  do  you  ask  her 
'Oh,  you  like  men  do  you,  isn't  that 
interesting.  Tell  me  what  you  do,  and  tell 
me  when  this  began,  this  affiliation  with 
men,  and  tell  me  all  about  how  it's  af- 
fected your  relationship  with  your  fami- 
ly, and  what  do  your  friends  say  and 
does  it  get  into  your  work....'  How  dare 
they  make  the  assumption  that  they 
don't  have  to  ask  her  those  questions,  if 
they  have  to  ask  me?  What  do  they 
mean,  does  it  affect  my  work?  Of  course 
it  affects  my  work,  it's  coming  out  of 
who  I  ami  (laughter)  But  I  know  that  it 
will  be  wonderful  for  us  all  when  it 
ceases  to  make  any  difference,  other 
than  the  wonderful  importance  it  has  in 
what  it  does  for  us. 

GM:  Do  you  see  that?  Do  you  think 
that  the  expansion  of  liberty  North 
American  homosexuals  enjoy  is  going  to 
continue? 

TF:  No.  Alas,  I  think  we  are  entering 
a  very  dark  stage.  Every  once  in  awhile 
we're  allowed  to  see  a  little  light,  but 
when  we  come  back  the  darkness  has 
grown.  It's  grown  in  so  many  areas.  A 
very  quick  example  is  the  acceptance 
that  a  lot  of  the  American  public  —  and 
the  Canadian  public  too  —  have  given  to 
the  fact  that  Reagan  banned  the  press 
from  the  invasion  of  Grenada.  They  not 
only  accept  the  fact,  they're  cheering  it. 
And  they're  now  saying,  "Lead  us,  any- 
where you  want,  just  don't  tell  us,  we 
don't  want  anything  except  to  be  told 
how  wonderful  we  are." 

And  we  are  going  to  go  under,  in  the 
full  extension  of  what's  happening.  It's 
classic:  intellectuals,  women,  homosex- 
uals, you  know  the  list.  And  no  one  can 
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deny  that  this  is  already  so  firmly  set  in 
such  a  large  part  of  North  American 
society.  I  will  not  say  European  society, 
because  it's  not  true  there.  The  time  is 
going  to  come  when  we  are  going  to  have 
to  go  and  be  refugees  in  Europe,  or 
somewhere.  I  know  I'm  being  very  bold 
and  making  flat  crazy  statements  but 
you've  got  to  make  them  as  big  as  that  to 
give  an  image  of  what  you're  talking 
about.  Before  that  happens  at  least, 
thank  God,  we  will  all  know  about  each 
other  and  we'll  have  that  safety.  We 
have  each  other.  And  enough  of  a  larger 
social  community  that  I'm  not  really  ter- 
ribly afraid,  except  in  the  sense  that.... 

GM:  It  won't  be  happening  secretly? 

TF:  Yes,  they  won't  be  taking  us  away 
in  the  dark....  Besides  which  I  won't  go. 
And  —  they  might  not  find  their  way  up 
here? 

GM:  It's  a  very  bold  notion,  that  we'll 
be  living  as  refugees.  I  know  you  have 
been  speaking  as  part  of  a  peace  coali- 
tion. Do  you  think  that  that  coalition  is 
doomed? 

TF:  It  is  certainly  doomed  if  we  relax. 
I  think  that  behind  our  backs  (and  this  is 
truly  what  worries  me,  and  this  is  why  I 
wanted  to  put  in  a  larger  context)...  it  is 
not  persecution  of  homosexuals,  it  is  not 
persecution  of  intellectuals,  this  is 
simply  a  manifestation  of  what  is  really 
happening.  And  what  is  really  happen- 
ing, I  think,  is  ultimately  going  to  be 
very  black  indeed.  And  that  is  simply 
political.  People  have  given  up  and 
handed  over,  and  that  has  really  begun 
to  happen  in  such  vast  areas  of  society 
that  you  cannot,  for  example,  excite 
people  any  longer  about  the  situation 
with  black  America.  You  cannot  get 
anyone  to  be  interested.  Unless  you 
know  someone  who  has  spent  some  time 
there  recently,  in  which  case  it's  almost 
too  astonishing. 

It's  terrible.  But  forget  it.  They're  lost. 


Bill:  "Whether  it's  a  product 
of  time,  of  complementary 
personalities,  of  logistics  or 
of  just  love,  it  is  absolutely 
unthinkable  to  either  one  of  us 
that  the  other  not  be  there." 

Tiff:  "I  think  the  word  is 
'inconceivable.'  Life  is  incon- 
ceivable without  him." 

Gordon:  "Is  it  as  dramatic 
as  it  is  comfortable?" 

Tiff:  "Oh  yes,  the  fights  are 
glorious." 


Until  they  either  get  a  new  president  or  a 
whole  new  way  of  thinking.  This  is  part 
of  what's  been  shelved,  what  will  be  al- 
lowed to  perish.  We  will  be  allowed  to 
perish. 

(At  this  point.  Bill  Whitehead  joins  the 
conversation.) 

GM:  Did  you  meet  in  Toronto? 

BW:  Yes,  we  did.  I  was  co-producing 
a  theatre  there,  and  we  hired  Tiff  as  an 
actor.  We'd  been  introduced  on  the 
street  some  years  earlier  —  literally 
"How  do  you  do,  how  do  you  do,  good- 
bye." And  I  think  we  felt  some  kind  of 
rapport  fairly  soon,  perhaps  even  in  that 
first  meeting,  because  as  soon  as  rehear- 
sals began,  I  asked  him  over  to  watch 
television  one  night.  He  came  that  night 


and  has  not  gone  home  yet.  That  was  in 
February  1962.  Coming  up  twenty-two 
years,  of  which  I  must  say  we  are  quite 
proud.  It  isn't  all  easy,  sure  we  have 
companionship,  and  love,  but  it  isn't  all 
easy  for  people  in  our  respective  profes- 
sions to  function  without  the  kind  of 
tensions  and  tiredness  that  can  work  to 
drive  people  apart.  And  that's  why  we're 
proud  that  of  all  the  people  of  any  sex- 
ual persuasion  we  know,  not  many  have 
weathered  those  years,  and  weathered 
them  as  happily  and  securely  as  we  have. 

GM:  Has  fame  played  any  havoc  with 
your  relationship? 

TF:  My  version  of  it  is,  it  is  something 
that  has  happened  to  both  of  us. 

BW:  Bullshit. 

TF:  But  you  haven't  let  me  say  what 
I'm  saying.  It's  an  activity  that  en- 
grossed both  of  our  energies.  It  couldn't 
be  without  Bill.  I'm  always  upset  when 
we  go  places  and  he  says  things  (and  he 
has  his  own  good  reasons  for  saying 
them)  like  "Oh,  I'm  just  the  chauffeur." 

BW:  He's  very  touchy  because  the 
people  we  meet  wonder,  even  assume 
there  is  tension  between  us,  because  I 
have  a  low  profile  working  in  television, 
where  the  writer  is  the  last  one  to  receive 
any  attention,  unless  the  show  is  an  ab- 
solute bomb  and  then  the  writer  gets 
blamed. 

TF:  Bullshit!  (laughter) 

BW:  Anyway.  I  think  other  people  an- 
ticipate a  problem,  but  the  only  time  I 
have  a  problem  is  when  someone  feels 
(as  Tiff's  mother  occasionally  does  until 
I  want  to  throw  her  out  of  the  god- 
damned window),  "Now  we  must  share 
the  attention  between  Tiff  and  Bill." 
And  so  after  half  an  hour  there'll  be 
"Now  then  Bill,  and  what  ait  you  do- 
ing?" which  she  may  well  mean,  but 
she's  doing  it  for  the  wrong  reasons. 

TF:  She's  so  afraid  she'll  forget . 

BW:  Or  when  we  go  to  receptions  and 


people  are  obviously  thinking,  "Now 
what  is  it  Whitehead  does  again?  I  know 
it '  s  something  in  television .... " 
(laughter).  That's  the  only  time  I  have  a 
problem  with  it,  fortunately,  because  the 
Findley  fame  process  was  gradual 
enough,  that  whatever  initial  hunger  I 
had  for  it  was  very  quickly  eaten  away  in 
the  realization  of  what  it  means  in  terms 
of  day-to-day  living  to  have  to  behave  as 
the  famous  person,  and  thank  God  only 
one  of  us  has  to  do  that.  So  I  come  in  an 
announce  myself  as  the  chauffeur  simply 
to  set  a  mood,  a  price  range,  with,  I 
hope,  the  appropriate  level  of  levity  so 
that  other  people  will  take  up  on  it  — 
and  they  all  do,  except  for  Findley,  who 
turns  beet  red  and  mutters  other  inap- 
propriate things  for  that  moment,  and 
then  /  want  to  kill  him\ 

We  have  an  unspoken  rule  that  meal- 
times are  somewhat  sacred.  If  we're  go- 
ing to  have  a  fight  —  I  don't  think  we've 
ever  had  a  fight  at  mealtime.  You  can't 
eat  while  you're  having  a  fight,  you're 
too  tense.  Tiff  can  certainly  drink  when 
we're  having  a  fight,  but  he  can't  eat.  I 
think  that  this  grew  out  of  some  practi- 
cality... that  we  don't  allow  ourselves 
the  pleasure  of  goading  each  other  into  a 
fight  at  mealtimes.  Because  —  I  don't 
know  about  you  —  I  think  there  is  a  tre- 
mendous pleasure  in  actually  starting  it. 

TF:  I  know,  (laughter) 

GM:  Why  do  you  survive  as  a  couple? 

BW:  Do  you  want  to  take  that  first? 
And  be  honest. 

TF:  I  don't  know  how  to  answer  thai 

BW:  To  me  there's  a  very  simple 
answer. 

TF:  What? 

BW:  Whether  it's  a  product  of  time, 
of  complementary  personalities,  of  lo- 
gistics or  of  just  love,  n  is  absolutely  un- 
thinkable to  either  one  o(  us  that  the 
other  not  be  there.  In  whatever  form  OUI 

togetherness  may  exist      IwasinOtta- 
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wa  for  nearly  three  years  while  Tiff  was 
mostly  here.  We  were  still  together.  It 
isn't  just  habit,  it  is  that  we  know  our 
lives  work  when  we  are  together,  just  as 
we  know  that  Tiff  —  dear  God,  every- 
body knows  —  needs  someone  to  organ- 
ize him.  What  everyone  doesn't  appear 
to  know  is  that  I  need  someone  to  organ- 
ize. And  it  works.  That's  not  the  only 
basis,  but  I  think  its  the  best  day-to-day. 

TF:  I  think  the  word  is  "inconceiv- 
able." Life  is  inconceivable  without  him. 
But  that  you  can  take  from  one  end  of 
the  scale  to  the  other  —  at  its  tritest  it 
holds  true,  and  at  its  most  profound. 

GM:  Is  it  as  dramatic  as  it  is 
comfortable? 

TF:  Oh  yes,  the  fights  are  glorious. 

BW:  Oh  yes,  we  are  not  without  ten- 
sions. And  let  me  say,  not  all  about 
drinking.  It  did  take  me  a  lot  of  years  to 
learn  about  the  drinking.  That  is,  to 
learn  both  from  his  point  of  view  and 
my  point  of  view.  And  I  can't  honestly 
say  that  I've  learned  completely  yet  but  I 
think  I've  improved  — 

TF:  Oh  yes,  very  much  so. 

BW:  —  over  the  years  as  to  how  to 
handle  it,  which  is  more  and  more  to  dis- 
tance myself  from  it  and  be  available  if 
needed.  To  know  that  the  Findley  who 
drinks  is  usually,  in  my  terms,  not  a  plea- 
sant person,  and  to  know  that  that  person 
is  going  to  go  wherever  he  goes  when 
Findley  stops  drinking.  I  should  say  that 
the  not  pleasant  person  isn't  necessarily 
or  often  violent.  It  isn't  necessarily  or 
often  vituperation,  it  is  more  likely  the 
thing  that  really  drives  me  furious  —  a 
kind  of  "there,  there  you  poor  thing,  I 
understand  all  about  the  way  you're  feel- 
ing now  and  you  of  course  don't  under- 
stand it,  you  can't  cope  with  it,  but  I 
understand  it  and  if  you  wanted  me  to  I 
could  advise  you  what  to  do."  It  is  that 
feeling  that  comes  from  Tiff  —  there  is  a 
look  on  his  face  with  the  chin  tucked  in 
and  a  kind  of  smug  look  that  I  would  love 
to  have  a  picture  of  sometime,  to  show 
you  this  infuriating  individual.  And  I 
doubt  that  you  have  any  memory  of  this 
because  you  don't  usually  remember 
much  of  what  happens  at  that  stage  of 
your  drinking. 

TF:  I  don't  know  where  that  really 
comes  from.  I  certainly  don't  feel  it. 

BW:  Can  I  suggest  something? 

TF:  If  you  like. 

BW:  And  this  is  just  sheer  amateur 
psychiatry.  Because  our  relationship  is 
based  more  on  me  piloting  and  guiding 
and  advising  you,  rather  than  you  pilot- 
ing and  guiding  and  advising  me,  that 
perhaps  is  your  one  opportunity  to  get 
out  from  under  that  situation,  which  I'm 
sure  can  be  wearing.  And  then  in  your  be- 
haviour I  become  the  person  who  is  in- 
adequate to  the  moment  and  who  can  be 
guided  by  you  in  your  infinite  wisdom. 
That  would  be  my  interpretation  of  it. 

TF:  I  cannot  answer  that.  I  literally 
have  nothing  to  say. 

GM:  I  wonder  if  you  have  any  com- 
ment on  drinking  and  being  homosexual? 

TF:  I  do  know  it's  another  world,  it 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  real  world  at 
all;  that's  why  you  go  there,  because  it  is 
not  very  pleasant  in  the  real  world.  So  I 
suspect  that  anybody's  drinking  has 
something  to  do  with  some  need  to  get 
out  of  the  real  world.  The  real  world  I 
think  that  gay  people  are  escaping  from 
is  one  that  has  gained  increasingly  in 
pressure,  and  that  is  the  pressure  to  be 
young.  And  since  that  is  an  impossible 
thing  to  achieve,  you  escape  the  need  for 
that  reality  in  some  way. 

That  is  one  reason  I  think.  The  other 
is  the  pressure,  if  you  live  in  certain  areas 
of  the  gay  world,  just  as  if  you  lived  in 
certain  areas  of  the  straight  world,  the 
pressure  of  that  competition  to  be  more 


"There  is  the  pressure,  if 
you  live  in  certain  areas  of  the 
gay  world...  of  that  competition 
to  be  more  interesting,  to  look 
better,  to  have  more  lovers. 
Drinking  can  mean  that  you 
don't  have  to  do  that  anymore, 
the  pressure  is  relieved, 
taken  away. 

"All  of  that  has  nothing  to 
do  with  where  I'm  going  as  far 
as  drinking  is  concerned. 
I'm  just  getting  out  of  the 
real  world,  which  I  don't  care 
for  at  times.  I  literally  can't 
abide  it  any  longer,  so  instead 
of  committing  suicide, 
I  go  in  there." 


interesting,  to  look  better,  to  have  more 
lovers.  Drinking  can  mean  that  you 
don't  have  to  do  that  anymore,  the 
pressure  is  relieved,  taken  away.  All  of 
that  has  nothing  to  do  with  where  I'm 
going,  as  far  as  drinking  is  concerned. 
I'm  just  getting  out  of  the  real  world, 
which  I  don't  care  for  at  times.  I  literally 
can't  abide  it  any  longer,  so  instead  of 
committing  suicide,  I  go  in  there. 

I'm  trying  very  hard  to  be  more  cool 
about  it.  I  have  to  tell  you  this  but  I  don't 
think  it  makes  interesting  conversation. 
What  Bill  has  just  said  appalls  me.  Be- 
cause it  throws  into  question  for  me  the 
validity  of  almost  everything  I  do. 

BW:  Which  is  this? 

TF:  About  being  drunk,  in  that  man- 
ner, which  you've  never  told  me  before. 
If  that's  the  person  lurking  inside  of  me, 
I  would  hate  that  person  so  much  that 
I'd  therefore  wonder  who  this  is. 

BW:  It's  not  the  only  person. 

TF:  But  I  mean  it  does  create  a  ques- 
tion and  it's  an  interesting  question.  If 
you  are  deep  in  drinking,  where  you've 
gone  to  get  away  from  the  real  world,  is 
the  persona  that  you  leave  at  the  surface 
to  deal  with,  what  you  have  to  deal 
with?  Is  that  what's  lurking?  Or  is 
what's  lurking  the  mysterious  thing 
behind  the  horizon? 

I  don't  know.  Because  very  often 
what  drives  me  to  drink  is  rage.  Rage  or 
fear.  Or  tiredness.  Those  are  the  three 


things.  Tiredness!  "I  can't  cope  with 
this  anymore,"  or  rage  at  it  all.  Or  fear 
of  some  terrible.... 

BW:  The  three  origins  of  not  being 
able  to  cope. 

TF:  Oh  yes,  I  know,  but  all  three 
aren't  always  present.  But  if  there  is  a 
person  there  who  thinks  he  does  know 
what  the  answers  are. . . . 

BW:  Oh  no,  that's  too  easy,  (laughter) 
It's  the  person  who  wants  to  behave, 
who  wants  to  take  that  position  for  a 
change.  You  have  a  whole  circle  of 
people  who  look  after  you  and  that  must 
get  very  boring. 

TF:  So  I'm  probably  escaping  the  cir- 
cle. Yeah,  that's  probably  part  of  why  I 
drink.  How  do  I  say  this  gracefully?  I 
think  the  only  —  there's  no  graceful  way 
to  say  this  at  all  —  when  you  are  the  cen- 
tre of  attention,  a  lot  of  funny  things 
begin  to  occur  to  you.  One  is  that,  as 
I've  said  before,  you  always  know,  even 
at  the  surface  you  know  that  it's  all  ridi- 
culous. If  anyone  outside  of  you  knew 
what  went  into  the  writing  of  these 
books  and  how  awful  it  is  and  how 
funny  it  is,  anybody  who  really  believes 
that  I  know  what  I'm  doing  is  crazy! 
(laughter) 

GM:  There's  a  line  in  The  Wars  that  I 
jumped  on  when  I  was  rereading  it: 
"We're  all  strange.  Ordinary  is  a  myth." 

TF:  Yes. 

GM:  It  seems  to  underline  all  of  this 
writing,  including  what  I  know  of  the 
earlier  books.  Just  yes? 

TF:  Yes.  There's  nothing  really  to  add 
to  that.  I  could  expound  forever  on  what 
strange  means. 

GM:  But  I'm  not  going  to  be  able  to 
get  you  to? 

TF:  No.  (laughter)  Well  come  on, 
Gordon,  do  you  want  me  to? 

GM:  Well,  when  we  spoke  on  the 
phone  earlier,  you  said,  "I  have  not 
written  a  homosexual  novel,  although 
one  day  I  will." 

TF:  Yes,  and  that's  becoming  an  in- 
creasing necessity,  and  it's  begun  to 
form. 

GM:  Because  I  would  call  both  The 
Wars  and  Famous  Last  Words  "gay 
novels." 

TF:  I  don't  find  that  surprising.  But 
what  I  mean  by  that,  and  let's  get  right 
back  to  the  beginning  of  the  question  — 
strange  doesn't  mean  gay,  and  I  know 
you  know  that  but  let's  make  it  clear. 
Strange  just  means  if  you  go  into  anyone 
you  would  find  an  oddness  that  was  at 
odds  with  what  appeared  on  the  surface. 
You  would  find  also  an  oddness  that  was 
at  odds  with  the  generally  accepted  view 
of  what  people  should  be  like.  And  that 
is  not  to  say  that  all  strangeness  is  in  any 
sense  negative. 

GM:  Your  new  "homosexual"  novel 
—  has  some  of  it  come  to  you  already? 

TF:  Yes,  I  have  a  central  homosexual 
character  in  a  novel  I've  already  written, 
which  has  had  two  names,  and  I  could 
kill  Carol  Bolt  because  she's  taken  one 
of  them.  I  started  out  calling  it  Desper- 
ados, now  it  is  called  Michael,  Olivia, 
Claire  —  Michael  is  married  to  Olivia 
whose  sister  is  Claire,  and  one  of 
Michael's  friends  is  homosexual,  who  re- 
turns into  their  lives  and  brings  with  him 
a  whole  trail  of  events.  And  he  is  a  tragi- 
comic figure,  very  deliberately,  because 
he  lives  the  life  that  everyone  has  had  to 
live  for  so  long,  which  is  "since  it  is  so 
obvious  what  I  am,  I  must  make  a  joke 
of  it,  that's  the  only  way  in  my  society  I 
can  get  through  it." 

In  the  process  of  writing  him,  a  lot 
came  out  that  I  didn't  know  about  me. 
Which  is  really  neither  here  nor  there  ex- 
cept to  say  that  in  the  process  of  writing 
you  learn  so  much,  and  it  isn't  just 
about  yourself  but  about  the  nature  of 


things  —  how  things  work,  why  things 
happen.  So  there  he  is  as  a  homosexual 
character;  Robert  in  The  Wars  probably 
is  —  I  never  thought  of  him  as,  but  he 
probably  is  —  yes,  it's  so  palpably  there, 
there's  no  point  ignoring  it.  And  of 
course  Mauberly  is,  it's  a  statement  of 
fact.  But  that  is  not  what  I  mean  by 
writing  a  homosexual  novel.  The  book 
has  to  have  it  as  its  central  event,  and 
colour  — 

GM:  And  theme? 

TF:  And  theme.  Although  I  don't 
write  thematic  books,  so  I  was  avoiding 
that  word.  But  it  is  about  one  of  the  cen- 
tral problems  of  our  time,  which  is  that 
it  is  about  people  with  public  faces,  and 
what  happens  to  them.  And  it  is  a  very 
political  book. 

GM:  You  have  a  very  acute  political 
sense,  and  you've  never  made  any  secret 
of  your  life,  it's  always  been  right  there. 
But  there  hasn't  been  any  contact  really 
with  gay  liberation  particularly,  say  with 
The  Body  Politic. 

TF:  I  went  through  a  period  where  I 
resented  the  forced  issue  (and  I'm  com- 
ing out  of  it,  as  I  think  The  Body  Politic 
is).  It  covered  so  much  territory  that  was 
of  such  enormous  importance.  It  cov- 
ered the  whole  thing  of  the  emerging 
community,  but  I  thought  it  would  en- 
danger the  community  —  that  was  my 
feeling,  probably  because  of  the  genera- 
tion I  belong  to.  We  had  gone  through 
so  much  to  get  to  there,  where  you 
would  walk  down  the  street,  and  people 
could  say,  "Look  there  goes  hmm..mm.., 
and  heishmm..mm..,  and  look,  I'm  not 
laughing,  or  arresting  him."  And  then 
suddenly  (with  the  "Men  Loving  Boys 
Loving  Men  "  charges  and  trials)  we 
were  back  to  "hide  your  children, 
they're  all  peculiar,  what  they  really 
want  to  do  is..."  etc.  And  it  was  alarm- 
ing. Also,  on  the  subject  of  where  we 
were  around  censorship,  it  was  also 
alarming.  And  I  thought  it  was  a  forced 
issue.  This  is  not  to  say  that  I  have  not 
had  and  do  have  the  greatest  admiration 
for  the  people  who  were  involved  and 
their  courage,  and  that  they  have  in  the 
long  run  done  something  for  all  of  us 
which  everyone  of  us  has  to  be  pro- 
foundly grateful  for.  I  just  have  a  prob- 
lem of  method. 

GM:  The  book  in  which  you  make  the 
gay  issue  central  is  dangerous,  don't  you 
think? 

TF:  I  know.  That's  why  it  scares  the 
shit  out  of  me.  I  don't  want  to  do  it 
badly.  □ 


Timothy  Findley 's  Dinner  Along  the 
Amazon,  a  collection  of  short  stories, 
was  recently  released  by  Penguin  Books. 
His  next  novel,  Not  Wanted  on  the 
Voyage  is  to  be  released  by  Penguin  in 
October. 

Other  novels  by  Findley  include  The 
Last  of  the  Crazy  People  (1967),  The 
Butterfly  Plague  (1969)  and  Famous 
Last  Words  (1981).  The  1983  feature 
film,  The  Wars,  based  on  his  1977  novel, 
was  directed  by  Robin  Phillips;  Findley 
wrote  the  screenplay. 

Gordon  Montador  lives  in  Toronto,  and 
is  National  Director  of  the  Canadian 
Book  Information  Centre. 
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Rob  Flack 's  work  includes  large,  vividly  coloured  drawings  and 
sculptured  objects,  and  he  has  recently  been  working  on  computer 
applications  in  video  production.  He  has  been  involved  in  a  number  of 
projects  with  the  Toronto  artists  group  Chromazone,  including 
"Identity" (1982),  "O Kromazone" (Berlin,  1982) and  "Desire" (1984). 
His  work  was  also  exhibited  at  '  'Celebration, ' '  the  group  sho  w  by  gay 
artists  held  during  the  1982  "Doing  It!"  conference  in  Toronto. 
Rob  can  be  contacted  c/o  The  Body  Politic,  Box  7289,  Stn  A , 
Toronto,  ON  M5W 1X9. 


HOW 
ARE  WE 
THERE? 


Alan  O'Connor 
on  six  images  by 
Rob  Flack 

The  pictures  on  this  page  are 
adapted  from  advertising 
images  and  feature-article 
illustrations  in  magazines  like  Vanity  Fair 
and  GQ  —  images  used  to  sell  products 
and  services,  and  to  draw  us  into  the 
printed  page. 

Rob  Flack  produced  these  images 
specifically  for  a  magazine  —  this  one. 
The  figures  were  drawn  on  acetate,  which 
was  then  laid  over  reproductions  of  pho- 
tographs —  a  common  commercial  tech- 
nique often  used  in  magazine  production. 
The  figures  are  taken  out  of  their  famil- 
iar, ordinary  settings;  they're  even  diffi- 
cult to  see  against  the  swirling,  natural 
backgrounds.  They  are,  in  some  way, 
being  questioned. 

Some  of  the  figures  seem  recognizably 
gay.  Rob  says  that  he  deliberately  em- 
phasized certain  common  features  from 
magazine  images.  It's  not  fully  possible  to 
explain  why  these  features  can  be  taken  to 
be  gay.  But  Richard  Dyer,  in  his  book, 
Gays  and  Film,  notes  that  there  is  a  series 
of  subtle  but  recognizable  gay  stereo- 
types. These  stereotypes  exist  in  filmed 
and  drawn  images,  and  also  in  real  life. 
We  all  create  an  image  of  ourselves.  This 
image  isn't  drawn  from  the  pure  flame  of 
the  soul:  we  borrow  from  the  available 
stereotypes.  There  are  assumptions  in  the 
images  on  this  page  about  youth,  smiles, 
all-male  conviviality  and  camaraderie  as 
things  that  are  gay. 

Richard  Dyer  argues  that  "typical" 
looks  are  both  useful  and  necessary.  The 
interesting  question  is:  who  shapes  these 
images?  There  is  little  doubt  that  it's  a 
complex  process  of  influence  between 
people  in  the  streets  (or  on  the  beaches) 
and  the  artists  and  photographers  who 
represent  images  in  two  dimensions. 

Rob's  images  seem  like  gestures  about 
gestures.  The  abstract,  frozen  types  in  the 
foreground  contrast  sharply  with  the 
swirls  and  movement  of  the  background. 
The  figure  in  number  3  is  curious  and 
probing.  But  is  number  4  looking  or 
hiding?  Are  you  looking  —  or  being 
looked  at?  Oddly,  it  all  seems  familiar. 

Pictures  like  these  have  created  images 
of  us.  We  make  ourselves  like  this.  Look 
again  at  this  magazine  page,  with  images 
from  magazine  pages.  Who  is  drawn  into 
them?  Whoisthere?d 


I4K4  David  Rasmus 
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Mark  Finch  on  The  Wings,  a  1916  flick  you  won't  see  at  the  festivals 

Uncovering  the  very  first  gay  film 


Film  industry  executives  will  tell 
you  there's  no  such  thing  as  a 
"gay  movie,"  only  selected 
markets,  special  interests  and 
small-focus  campaigns  —  re- 
member Making  Love!  On  the  other 
hand,  most  gay  politicos  claim  that  gay 
films  are  those  by,  for  and  about  us 
(even  though  the  largest  group  under 
this  definition  is  gay  male  porn  movies). 
Some  of  us,  however,  have  a  less  certain 
idea  that's  simply  intuitive:  Taxizum 
Klo  —  ah,  yes,  that's  a  gay  film;  Tootsie 
—  no,  that  isn't,  is  it?  And  what  about 
Queen  Christina!  Or  Can  't  Stop  the 
Music?  There  are  occasions  when,  and 
ways  in  which  all  these  might  be  part  of  a 
gay  film  inventory.  A  lot  depends  on 
asking  the  right  questions. 

The  Wings  is  one  film  that  you  ought 
to  see  at  gay  film  festivals  —  but  won't, 
since  no  known  prints  of  the  film  have 
survived.  It's  a  melodrama  about  an  art- 
ist's love  for  his  boy  apprentice,  made  in 
Sweden  in  1916  —  three  years  before 
Anders  als  die  Anderen,  which  is  gener- 
ally labelled  "the  first  gay  film."  The 
Wings  claims  that  title  for  itself. 

Film  historian  Gosta  Werner  has  pub- 
lished the  script,  with  added  notes  and  a 
great  number  of  frame  enlargements, 
and  although  this  is  ultimately  no  real 
substitute,  the  information  helps  con- 
struct a  skeleton  that  reveals  the  film's 
value  and  place  in  gay  cultural  history. 

Claude  Zoret,  a  renowned  artist,  is  in- 
spired by  a  boy  he  sights  in  the  Scandin- 
avian woods  and  insists  on  sculpting 
him.  The  young  man,  Mikael,  soon  be- 
comes his  apprentice,  and,  passionately 
fond  of  the  boy,  Zoret  arranges  to  adopt 
him.  At  the  same  time,  MikaeTs  naivety 
leads  him  into  a  dangerous  acquaintance 
with  Lucia,  unscrupulous  seductress  and 
Zoret's  patron.  Feeling  betrayed  by  his 
new  "son,"  Zoret  refuses  him  money  to 
fulfill  Lucia's  hedonistic  demands,  and 
Mikael  is  forced  to  sell  a  copy  of  the 
sculpture  which  the  artist  awarded  him 
as  a  gift.  Delirious  with  despair,  Zoret 
dies  during  a  fierce  storm  before  his 
original  statue  of  the  naked  boy.  It  be- 
comes clear  that  The  Wings  employs  the 
father /son  relationship  to  cultivate  gay 
implications. 

Vito  Russo,  in  his  introduction  to  The 
Celluloid  Closet,  mentions  that  many 
people  first  thought  his  book  would  be 
another  Hollywood  Babylon  —  that  is, 
would  name  names  —  and  points  out 
that  whilst  this  is  ridiculous  (and  poten- 
tially libelous),  it  is  vital  from  a  political 
perspective  that  all  lesbians  and  gay  men 
proclaim  their  homosexuality.  In  this 
sense,  gossip  has  political  potential.  It's 
important  to  know  that  Herman  Bang 
(who  wrote  the  original  novel  Mikael) 
and  Mauritz  Stiller  (who  directed  the 
film)  were  gay.  Since  artists  are  in  the 
business  of  subjective  transactions,  we 
may  expect  their  sexuality  to  be  ex- 
pressed in  their  works.  Films,  however, 
are  the  product  of  more  than  one  per- 
son. A  director's  gay  subtext  may  easily 
be  buried  by  the  interests  of  other  col- 
laborators. Furthermore,  the  film- 
makers' conscious  intention  is  relevant, 
although  we  do  not  always  have  access 
to  this  information.  Thus  there  is  a  great 
difference  between  the  radical  films  of 


feminist  Barbara  Hammer  and  dramas 
produced  by  gay  Hollywood  directors.  It 
is  always  illuminating  to  learn  of  a  film- 
maker's gayness  —  we  are  constantly 
denied  a  self-elected  place  in  the  world, 
and  this  is  one  way  to  reclaim  that.  And 
yet  to  learn  that  such-and-such  a  direc- 
tor (much  less  a  costume  designer  or  set 
dresser)  is  gay  should  not  in  itself  sud- 
denly propel  that  person's  work  into  a 
box  marked  "gay  movies." 

Another  factor  often  cited  as  contrib- 
uting to  the  definition  of  a  gay  film  is 
audience  response.  That  is,  an  immedi- 
ate reaction  to  the  film  and  its  charac- 
ters, without  the  contextual  knowledge 
we  have  already  considered.  This  usually 
centers  upon  aspects  like  dress,  posture, 
intonation  and  so  on  —  drawing  upon 
ideas  and  stereotypes  common  to  society 
at  that  time.  On  the  release  of  The 
Wings,  audiences  were  evidently  out- 
raged that  Stiller  had  made  the  exotic 
Zoret  a  visual  likeness  of  playwright 
August  Strindberg  (imagine  Faye 
Dunaway  looking  like  Joan  Crawford  in 
a  film  about  Radclyffe  Hall).  Were 
people  appalled  because  of  the  gay  con- 
notations attached  to  Zoret? 

We  are  obviously  in  a  privileged  posi- 
tion when  we  stand  back  from  this  sort  of 
response  and  make  a  reading  that  con- 
nects the  film  with  historical,  social,  eco- 
nomic and  psychological  determinants. 
For  example:  the  relationship  of  the  two 
men  in  The  Wings  can  be  usefully  viewed 
in  the  context  of  the  sensual  and  noble 
mentor /student  archetype  familiar  to 
Plato,  and  most  perversely  manifest  in 
representations  of  Oscar  Wilde's  involve- 
ment with  Bosie,  and  in  Death  in  Venice; 
The  Wings  explicitly  invokes  the  myth  of 
Icarus,  who  disobeyed  his  father 
Daedelus  and  flew  too  near  the  sun. 
Using  such  mythology,  Stiller's  film  cre- 
ates sympathy  for  Zoret,  concern  for 
Mikael,  and  hostility  for  Lucia  —  a  res- 


ponse not  too  far  away  from  the  orches- 
trated misogynism  and  male-centredness 
in  "buddy  movies"  of  the  '70s.  At  least 
The  Wings  is  overtly  sensual. 

Such  references  would  be  chaotic  if  we 
did  not  hold  onto  a  sense  of  history  and 
geography,  of  what  could  be  done  in  cer- 
tain places  at  certain  times.  In  this  res- 
pect, we  can  compare  the  film  to  Carl 
Dreyer's  more  well-known  Mikael, 
based  on  the  same  novel  and  filmed  in 
1924.  Stiller's  version  differs  from  the 
other  by  focussing  on  real-life  sculptor 
Carl  Mille's  most  homoerotic  work,  a 
slim  Icarus-figure  with  arms  stretched 
above  his  head,  supporting  and  merging 
into  an  eagle's  body;  it's  a  full-scale, 
taut,  ecstatic  image.  Stills  from  the  (also 
lost)  film  reveal  an  erotic  frisson  to  the 
scene  in  which  Zoret  sculpts  the  boy  and 
sexual  tension  in  the  artist's  passionate 
death  before  the  statue. 

The  Wings  itself  is  actually  a  film 
within  a  film,  a  concept  we've  become 
familiar  with  through  more  recent,  self- 
conscious  art  movies.  But  Stiller's  stun- 
ningly radical  form  pre-dates  Truffault 
and  Godard.  Mikael  and  Zoret's  story  is 
framed  by  the  real  actors  and  director 
playing  "themselves,"  preparing  for  and 
reacting  to  the  film.  One  actor,  who  is 
refused  a  part  in  the  internal  film,  be- 
comes obsessed  with  the  actress  who 
plays  Lucia;  after  the  premiere  he  finds 
her  with  another  man.  His  reaction  is 
contrasted  —  to  his  detriment  —  with 
that  of  Zoret,  who  dies  tragically  but 
with  a  redeeming  selflessness.  In  the 
framing  story,  the  actor  tries  to  kill  the 
object  of  his  infatuation,  fails  through 
cowardice,  and  finally  seems  wretchedly 
impotent.  Given  the  context  outlined 
above,  the  portrayal  of  Zoret's  gay  love 
is  clearly  progressive. 

We  see  the  audience  watching  the  in- 
ternal film.  By  explicitly  playing  upon 
the  notion  of  spectatorship,  The  Wings 


reverses  the  more  familiar  dynamic  of 
gay  audience /straight  movie.  Lesbians 
and  gay  men  who  grew  up  with  a  special 
fondness  for  the  cinema  know  that  this 
is  not  the  usual  model.  Many  of  us 
would  queue  to  see  Marlene  Dietrich,  in 
The  Scarlet  Empress,  or  James  Dean,  in 
Rebel  Without  A  Cause  —  playing  het- 
erosexual characters  in  heterosexual 
relationships.  Such  films  may  contain  a 
special  resonance  for  us,  but  ultimately 
we  come  out  of  it  badly  because  we  are 
defined  as  outside  straight  society.  I'm 
not  suggesting  that  we  are  unmoved,  just 
that  a  gay  audience  does  not  a  gay  film 
make.  In  the  same  way,  the  straight 
audience  of  actors  and  film-makers  does 
not  transform  The  Wings'  internal  film 
into  a  heterosexual  tragedy.  Our  sexual- 
ity will  always  ensure  that  we  never  live 
up  to  Hollywood's  romantic  ideal.  To 
compensate,  one  defence  is  a  feeling  for 
camp,  a  way  of  exposing  all  that  is  smug 
and  sententious.  What's  unusual  about 
the  situation  in  The  Wings  is  that  the 
screen  romance  is  a  gay  one,  pictured  as 
grand  and  worthy  (albeit  tragic)  next  to 
the  sordid  and  inept  infatuations  of  a 
heterosexual  audience. 

Most  traditional  cinematic  representa- 
tions of  lesbians  and  gay  men  are  ones 
we  would  like  to  run  away  from;  in  this 
respect  at  least  The  Wings  seems  a  re- 
markable artifact,  and  an  ideal  starting 
point  for  a  rigorous  consideration  of  all 
that  "gay  film"  implies.  We  cannot 
really  hunt  for  this  lost  movie,  but  a 
search  for  new  criteria  and  suitable 
terms  would  be  a  productive  form  of 
remembrance.  □ 


The  script  of,  and  stills  from,  The  Wings  are 
included  in  Gosta  Werner's  Mauritz  Stiller 
och  hansfilmer  1912-1916  (Norstet  &  Soners, 
Stockholm,  1969). 

Mark  Finch  is  with  the  film  department  of 
Warwick  University,  Coventry,  England. 


Apprentice  Mikael,  artist  Zoret  and  seductress  Lucia  in  The  Wings: ' '  an  ideal  starting  point  for  consideration  of  all  that '  gay  film'  implies" 
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Lee  Waldorf  reviews  Out  from  Under:  Sober  Dykes  and  Our  Friends 

Finding  the  way  beyond  booze 


After  a  long  search  for  a  resource 
book  with  something  to  say 
about  her  alcohol  problem,  Jean 
Swallow  realized  that  there 
wouldn't  be  anything  on  the  mar- 
ket until  she  produced  a  book  herself. 
Out  From  Under  is  a  collection  of  the 
material  she  solicited  from  the  lesbian 
community,  drawing  a  picture  of  recov- 
ery from  substance  abuse  using  person- 
al accounts,  stories,  poems,  mainstream 
and  alternative  medical  information, 
and  political  analysis.  Swallow  describes 
her  work  as  "a  road-map,  a  sharing,  and 
a  song."  Instead  of  repeating  familiar 
horror  stories  about  blackouts  and  bars 
it  adds  something  new,  showing  that  re- 
covery is  more  possible,  and  more  neces- 
sary, than  it  often  seems. 

The  political  insights  of  the  contribu- 
tors to  Out  From  Under  challenge  the  at- 
titude that  the  lesbian  alcoholic  is  merely 
someone  with  a  "serious  personal  prob- 
lem." It's  obvious  to  anyone  going  out 
on  a  Friday  night  or  looking  at  her  own 
circle  of  friends  that  alcohol  abuse  is 
common  among  lesbians.  But  the  figures 
referred  to  in  these  essays  on  alcoholism 
aren't  as  high  as  they  are  simply  be  iuse 
of  some  specifically  lesbian  character 
weakness.  The  authors  take  it  as  their 
starting  point  that  the  fundamental 
problem  isn't  alcoholism,  but  the  weight 
of  the  economic  and  social  pressures  on 
lesbians  that  makes  addictions  so  attrac- 
tive. The  message  is  also  clear,  however, 
that,  while  alcoholism  has  to  be  under- 
stood by  looking  at  the  poverty,  homo- 
phobia and  sexism  that  underlie  it,  im- 
mediate answers  to  our  drinking  prob- 
lems can  only  come  from  our  own  ef- 
forts. The  writers'  stories  about  their 
own  attempts  to  sober  up  are  probably 
the  most  useful  parts  of  the  book  —  they 
give  some  practical,  step-by-step  advice. 
Out  From  Under  also  hits  on  the  ways 
in  which  the  community  aggravates  the 
problem,  especially  co-alcoholism  and 
our  bar-centric  social  lives.  "Co-ing"  re- 
fers to  the  supposedly  nurturing  rela- 
tionships that  often  develop  between  al- 
coholics and  their  lovers,  in  which  the 
co-alcoholic's  support,  protection  and 
compensation  for  her  lover's  behaviour 
make  life  as  an  alcoholic  seem  much 
more  bearable.  This  sort  of  caring  ends 
up  deepening  the  addiction.  The  essays 
are  also  concerned  with  the  way  dances, 
bars  and  parties  can  turn  drinking  into 
our  usual  form  of  entertainment.  They 
suggest  that  the  community  needs  to  be 
reorganized  to  create  more  alcohol-free 
spaces  and  to  make  non-alcoholic  drinks 
more  available  where  alcohol  is  sold. 
Our  social  lives  don't  have  to  revolve 
around  alcohol  if  we  don't  want  them 
to. 

The  one  really  disturbing  side  of  the 
book  is  the  set  of  "visions  of  a  clean  and 
sober  community"  that  Swallow  had 
each  writer  attach  to  her  contribution. 
Having  presented  alcoholism  as  a  politi- 
cal problem,  as  one  aspect  of  a  larger 
picture  of  opression,  and  discussing  spe- 
cific ways  of  dealing  with  it,  many  writ- 
Out  From  Under:  Sober  Dykes  and  Our 
Friends,  edited  by  Jean  Swallow.  Spinsters, 
Ink  (803  DeHaro  St,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94107).  $12.50. 


Editor  Jean  Swallow  (right)  with  lover  Sherilyn  Thomas:  "a  road  map,  a  sharing  and  a  song"  with  practical  advice  for  sobering  up 


ers  make  a  complete  turnabout,  and 
speak  of  cleaning  up  the  streets.  Alcohol 
itself  gets  targeted,  and  not  only  are  al- 
coholics to  be  protected,  but,  it  seems, 
everyone  is  supposed  to  stop  drinking. 
One  writer  wants  "conversation  and 
sharing"  to  replace  "chemically  in- 
duced oblivion,  cruising  and  loud 
music."  There's  a  shift  towards  moral- 
ism,  away  from  the  more  sensitive  and 
intelligent  approaches  taken  in  other 
parts  of  the  book. 
While  the  lesbian  community  does 
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need  to  confront  alcohol  abuse,  there's 
not  much  to  be  gained  by  forgetting 
what  the  problem  really  is  and  what  it  is 
rooted  in.  The  last  thing  we  need  is  an 
indiscriminate  attack  on  "demon  rum," 
which  would  have  an  oppressive  potenti- 
al of  its  own. 


Alcoholics  Anonymous  chapters  in  many 
cities  have  lesbian  and  gay  fellowships.  See 
this  issue's  Network  listings  (p  14)  and  Out  in 
the  City  (p  20)  for  information. 

Lee  Waldorf  is  a  member  of  The  Body 
Politic 's  news  group. 


Hanging  out  on  the  family  tree 


The  Family  of  Max  Desir  by  Robert  Ferro. 
Plume,  $8.75  pbk. 

One  of  the  best-selling  recent  gay  novels 
—  and  one  of  the  most  eagerly  awaited 
prior  to  its  publication  last  year  —  is 
Robert  Ferro's  The  Family  of  Max 
Desir.  The  impact  of  many  books  is 
diluted  by  pre-publication  hype,  and 
there  was  a  danger  that  advance  word 
from  New  York  about  Desir  was  praise 
in  excess  of  what  the  story  might 
reasonable  be  expected  to  bear,  no  mat- 
ter how  well-written.  But  Ferro's  second 
novel,  now  in  paperback,  delivers  as 
promised.  It  is  a  quiet  yet  disquieting 
book,  beautifully  crafted,  deeply  mov- 
ing and  almost  coincidentally  gay. 

The  main  character,  Max,  is  decidedly 
homosexual,  and  his  relationships  would 
not  be  what  they  are  if  he  were  straight. 
But  the  title  is  not  misleading.  The  book 
is  about  Max's  family  more  than  it  is 


about  one  gay  man  or  how  he  got  that 
way  or  what  he  did  while  getting  there. 
Max  Desir,  appearing  so  soon  after  two 
other  acclaimed  autobiographical  books 
by  respected  writers  (A  Boy 's  Own  Story 
by  Edmund  White  and  Nights  in  Aruba 
by  Andrew  Holleran),  completes  an  arc 


Ferro:  narrative  mastery  of  tribal  forces 


the  two  earlier  novels  began;  it  moves 
beyond  a  narrow  focus  on  one  emerging 
individual  to  a  concern  with  that  in- 
dividual in  the  context  of,  rather  than 
apart  from,  the  American  nuclear 
family. 

Ferro,  like  White  and  Holleran,  is  a 
fine  prose  stylist,  but  where  White  and 
Holleran  delight  in  the  perfection  of  in- 
tricate and  highly  inflected  expression 
for  its  own  sake,  Ferro  engages  us  by  an 
equally  difficult  but  less  ostentatious 
mastery  of  narration  per  se.  We  read  this 
story  without  stopping  to  marvel  at  the 
means  of  expression;  though  the  book  is 
written  in  musical  language,  it  impresses 
us  with  the  importance  of  events  rather 
than  the  arrangement  of  words,  phrases 
and  figures  of  speech. 

The  "now"  of  the  book  is  the  late 
'70s.  Max  is  pushing  forty.  He's  an  "un- 
discovered" writer  who  works  for  a 
caterer.  He's  been  in  a  fifteen-year  rela- 
tionship with  Nick,  an  American  actor 
he  met  in  jail  in  Italy.  Nick  had  been 
mistakenly  arrested  on  a  drug  charge, 
Max  on  a  quite  real  though  unethical 
vice  entrapment.  Max  also  has  an  occa- 
sional boyfriend,  Clive  (who  is  some- 
thing of  a  mystic),  several  siblings,  and 
parents:  the  lively,  loving  Marie  and 
handsome,  uncomplicated  John,  a  suc- 
cessful paint  manufacturer  in  New 
Jersey. 

We  move  back  in  time,  as  though  in 
one  of  those  massive  generational  sagas. 
to  meet  Max  Desir's  grandparents  in 
Messina,  Italy.  Though  the  novd  is  writ- 
ten in  the  third  person,  the  stor>  is 
always  from  Max's  point  of  view  .  Max 
appears  in  most  all  the  scenes  —  the  only 
others  are  those  in  which  the  informa- 
tion contained  therein  has  clearly  been 
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related  to  him,  probably  over  a  cup  of 
coffee  in  the  kitchen  of  the  family's  sub- 
urban home.  We  hear  of  Max's  ances- 
tors as  he  had  learned  of  them  from  his 
mother,  Marie,  and  this  sense  of  inher- 
ited oral  history  is  central  to  Ferro's 
narrative  method. 

There  are  two  central  conflicts.  The 
first  is  that  Marie  Desir  is  dying  of  an  in- 
operable brain  tumor.  This  is  a  painful 
time  for  the  family  and  the  reader,  since 
Ferro  has  endeared  her  to  us.  Step  by 
step  we  descend,  experiencing  some 
vicarious  measure  of  the  humiliating  in- 
evitability of  her  disease,  the  knowing 
and  not  knowing,  the  frustration  of  not 
being  able  to  move  or  communicate  or 
remember. 

As  Marie's  last,  unsentimentalized 
Christmas  rolls  around,  an  overlapping 
crisis  rises,  one  that  continues  after  her 
death  and  involves  Max  and  Nick  and 
their  homosexual  "marriage."  Long  a 
member  of  the  family,  Nick  has  been  ac- 
corded a  kind  of  love  and  respect  not 
usually  accorded  to  the  male  lovers  of 
middle-class  sons.  He  is  "Uncle  Nick" 
to  the  niece  /nephew  generation.  Chapter 
seven  begins: 

The  most  important  gift  that  Christmas, 
1978,  was  a  trapunto  tapestry,  about  two 
feet  by  four  feet,  made  by  Robin's  16- 
year-old  daughter,  Andrea,  and  presented 
to  Marie  and  John.  It  was  a  family  tree, 
depicted  in  quilted  outline,  with  intricate 
roots  and  branches,  the  roots  lettered  with 
the  names  of  the  four  grandparents,  on  the 
trunk  John  and  Marie,  and  on  each  of  the 
four  branches  Jack  and  Mary  Kay,  Robin 
and  Pat,  Penny  and  Tom,  and  Max  and 
Nick. 

But  the  Max /Nick  branch  sticks  in 
John  Desir's  craw  like  a  chicken  bone. 
And  he  soon  reveals  his  uncensored  feel- 
ings: Yes,  he  loves  Max  "no  matter 
what,"  but  this  relationship  is  abnormal, 
Nick  is  not  part  of  the  family  and  should 
not  be  so  considered.  He  will  not  have 
the  family  tree  hanging  where  any  out- 
siders might  see  it.  In  short,  he  negates 
the  relationship,  and  even  as  Marie  sinks 
deeper  into  her  illness,  Max  and  Nick 
withdraw  completely  with  their  pain,  re- 
fusing to  have  anything  to  do  with  John 
over  an  issue  that  seems  trivial  on  the 
surface.  It  is  the  kind  of  slight  that  goes 
to  the  heart  of  the  dynamic  between 
many  gay  people  and  their  families,  for 
the  denial  of  a  love  relationship  between 
people  is  a  denial  of  the  parties  to  that 
love.  The  whole  question  of  the  tradi- 
tional nuclear  family  and  the  place  gay 
men  and  women  may  or  may  not  find  in 
it  is  a  central  concern  not  only  of  Max 
Desir,  but  of  a  growing  number  of  gay 
books,  including  White's  A  Boy's  Own 
Story  and  Holleran's  Nights  in  Aruba, 
as  well  as  Harvey  Fierstein's  Torch  Song 
Trilogy  and  his  La  Cage  aux  Folles. 

One  of  the  most  disturbing  (and  re- 
warding) aspects  of  this  novel  is  the  way 
it  constantly  thwarts  expectations,  par- 
ticularly about  gay  people.  There  is,  for 
example,  almost  no  sex  in  the  book,  and 
there  is  little  information  about  Nick  as 
a  person  or  the  precise  nature  of  the 
Max /Nick  relationship.  Max  finds  his 
personal  identity  not  through  sex  but  in 
amorphous,  mystical  spirituality  that  in- 
cludes his  love  for  Nick  and  his  family, 
sexual  friendship  with  Clive,  his  dreams, 
his  writings  and  his  imagined  telepathy. 

Although  the  material  of  this  book 
might  well  have  led  a  lesser  talent  than 
Ferro  into  a  bathetic  abyss,  Ferro  rises  to 
the  challenge  of  his  archetypes.  Max 
Desir  is  a  rather  unextraordinary 
human  being  who  achieves  his  stature  by 
the  existential  importance  with  which  he 
is  able  to  imbue  the  unremarkable  lives 
of  his  family.  The  manner  of  the  telling 
forgoes  an  easy  absurdist,  ironic  or  sur- 


realist voice,  creating  a  sense  of  event 
larger  than  fact  by  juxtaposing  detailed, 
realistic  fiction  with  personal,  spiritual 
reflections,  in  which  it  is  possible  to 
glimpse  the  primitive  origins  of  tribal 
forces  at  work  even  in  contemporary 
middle-class  America. 

Michael  LassellD 

Michael  Lassell  lives  in  Los  Angeles.  This 
article  originally  appeared  in  a  somewhat  dif- 
ferent form  in  the  July  27  issue  of  LA  Weekly. 

Rough  drafts  and 
cosy  finished  goods 

The  Glass  Boat  by  Allison  Ward.  Brilliance 
Books  (14  Clerkewell  Green,  London  EC1, 
England),  $4.95  US. 

The  Chinese  Garden  by  Rosemary  Manning. 
Brilliance  Books,  $7.95  US. 

The  Glass  Boat  is  a  ninety-two  page 
novel  about  a  female  architect  hired  to 
design  a  condominium  on  the  site  of  a 
derelict  wharf,  which  is  inhabited  by 
squatters.  A  lesbian  affair  with  one  of 
them  causes  the  architect  to  re-evaluate 
her  personal  principles.  Actually,  this  is 
not  a  novel  or  even  a  novelette,  but  a 
ninety-two  page  rough  draft  for  what 
might  have  been  a  good  two-hundred 
page  novel. 

One  of  the  characters,  a  pamphlet- 
writer,  says:  "I  am  not  going  to  write 
multi-million  page  epics.  I've  got  televi- 
sion to  contend  with.  These  days,  people 
like  something  they  can  read  in  four 
minutes.  It  was  all  right  for  people  to  sit 
around  all  day  reading  in  Tolstoy's  time. 
The  end  of  the  world  was  still  a  hundred 
years  away."  Perhaps  the  author  agrees 
with  that  statement.  Ironically,  the  book 


WOMEN'S  MUSIC 


is  about  the  conflict  between  our  fast- 
food  money  culture  and  the  struggle  to 
create  independent,  quality  lives.  The 
unfinished  form  of  the  book  undermines 
its  own  concept. 

I've  frequently  encountered  this  phe- 
nomenon in  lesbian  small-press  fiction, 
and  every  time  I  weep  with  frustration. 
These  unfinished  novels  seem  to  follow  a 
pattern:  they  have  ambitious  plotlines; 
the  climactic  scenes  are  left  out;  and  the 
characters  are  under-described  yet  have 
just  enough  life-spark  to  make  them 
seem  worth  caring  about.  And  that's  the 
pity  of  it.  What  a  terrible  waste!  These 
are  not  novels;  they  are  more  like  still- 
births. The  covers  are  like  coffin-lids 
stifling  what  could  have  been  full,  live, 
breathing  works  of  art.  And  in  the  long 
run,  no  one  benefits.  Publishers  get  bad 
reputations;  writers  are  cheated  of  their 
artistic  development;  readers  are  robbed 
financially  and  spritually;  and  the  book 
itself  is  murdered  in  infancy. 

I'm  not  saying  these  things  to  be  cruel; 
I'm  offering  a  backhanded  compliment. 
I  liked  the  plot  of  The  Glass  Boat,  and  I 
could  see  just  enough  of  Ward's  delicate 
vision  to  want  to  experience  it  in  detail. 
This  is  her  first  book  and  I  think  she 
should  be  encouraged;  I'm  not  sure  pub- 
lishing her  rough  draft  is  the  best  way  to 
doit. 

So  much  has  been  said  about  the  psy- 
chological obstacles  women  artists  face 
that  I  needn't  reiterate  them  here.  Suffice 
it  to  say  that  novel-writing  takes  self- 
esteem  and  perseverance  and  belief  in  the 
value  of  art.  It's  lamentable  that  so  many 
lesbian  presses  seem  to  be  turning  them- 
selves into  memorials  to  the  lack  of  those 
qualities  instead  of  finding  new  ways  to 
inspire  them.  I  suppose  some  people  de- 
rive entertainment  from  these  throw- 
away,  video-script  fictions.  Personally,  I 
would  rather  go  through  the  sweats  and 


revelations  of  ideas  and  characters  monu- 
mentally conceived  and  beautifully  delin- 
eated than  watch  TV  any  day. 

The  Chinese  Garden,  in  contrast,  is  a 
good,  cosy,  finished  novel.  Originally 
published  in  1962,  the  book  describes  a 
year  in  the  life  of  an  English  public 
school  girl,  circa  1928.  The  author 
skillfully  mixes  first-person  autobio- 
graphical confession  with  third-person 
narrative  in  an  effective  blend  of  show 
and  tell.  The  tone  is  archly  sardonic, 
combining  airy  satire,  carefully  romantic 
description,  and  cutting  realism.  The 
characterers  are  deftly  drawn,  and  I 
thought  one  in  particular,  an  instructor 
named  Miss  Burnett,  who  "would  slope 
off  in  her  long,  shambling  stride,  and 
fumble  in  her  pocket  for  her  cigarette 
case  before  she  was  out  of  the  door," 
deserves  an  entire  novel  of  her  own. 

Although  the  lesbian  action  is  not  ex- 
plicit, it  is  everywhere  anticipated,  and  I 
found  the  book  strangely  sexy,  with  its 
atmospheric,  mist-drenched  landscapes 
concealing  the  central  secret.  But  then, 
secrecy  and  circumspection  are  what 
the  book's  about,  addressing  itself 
thereby  to  a  re-definition  of  corruption. 
It's  a  brave  novel  for  1962,  and  the 
issues  it  raises  are  timelessly  pertinent. 
Manning  explores,  among  other  things, 
puritanism,  betrayal,  and  the  ways  in 
which  children  suffer  from  enforced  sex- 
ual ignorance. 

The  Chinese  Garden  may  be  some- 
thing of  an  overlooked  lesbian  classic. 
Though  it  has  a  few  rough  edges,  it  pro- 
ves that  novels  can  be  relatively  short 
without  loose  ends  dangling  everywhere. 
In  fact,  it's  more  like  a  Gordian  Knot, 
and  so  alive  that  at  moments  it  left  me 
breathless.  I'm  grateful  to  Brilliance 
Books  for  making  it  available,  and  in 
such  a  handsome  edition. 

Michele  Belling  □ 


Ladyslipper:  humour,  energy  and  enthusiasm 


1984  Ladyslipper  Catalog  and  Resource  Guide 
of  Records  and  Tapes  by  Women.  Lady- 
slipper, Inc  (Box  3124,  Durham,  North  Caroli- 
na 27705).  Free  (return  postage 
appreciated).  The  Edge  of  the  Horizon  by 
Karen  Beth.  Cattail  Recordings,  $7.95  (US). 
Making  Waves  by  Kate  Clinton.  Whyscrack 
Records,  $7.95  (US). 

I'm  sure  the  1984  Ladyslipper  Catalog 
has  no  equal.  Not  only  is  it  the  world's 
most  comprehensive  guide  to  music  by 
women  (as  it  proudly  proclaims),  but  it 
also  contains  a  short  herstory  of  wom- 
en's music,  besides  telling  me  nine 


different  ways  to  spell  "Ladyslipper" 
and  giving  me  a  genuinely  bizarre  recipe 
for  hot  cross  bunnies.  The  women  of 
Ladyslipper  believe  in  tempering  busi- 
ness with  humour,  and  the  combination 
is  a  refreshing  one. 

Ladyslipper  is  a  non-profit  organiza- 
tion comprised  of  five  full-time  staff 
members  and  numerous  volunteers. 
They've  been  in  operation  since  1976, 
and  their  avowed  raison  d'etre  is  to  in- 
crease the  availability  of  and  audience 
for  women's  music.  They  accomplish 
this  through  promotion  and  distribution 
of  recordings  by  women  on  independent 


labels,  and  their  catalog  is  an  impressive 
manifestation  of  this.  You  can't  help 
noticing,  even  at  a  casual  glance,  the 
range  and  breadth  of  recordings  offered. 
The  records  and  tapes  are  grouped  un- 
der many  headings,  from  specifically 
feminist  music  to  classical,  punk,  rock 
and  soul.  There  are  special  sections  on 
music  for  children  (some  of  it  by  chil- 
dren), recordings  in  other  languages, 
and  those  of  "herstorical  and  literary" 
interest.  All  the  favourites  of  the  wom- 
en's community  are  represented  here, 
like  Cris  Williamson,  Holly  Near  and 
Kay  Gardner,  along  with  many  other 

Kate  Clinton  (left):  satire  right  on  the  mark 
Ladyslipper  gang:  Kathy,  Mary,  Laurie,  Flo, 
Liz  &  Sue  —  and  hot  cross  bunnies? 
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artists  not  as  well-known.  Ladyslipper 
also  makes  a  number  of  first  albums 
available.  The  catalog  descriptions  of 
each  recording  are  very  detailed  (it's 
amazing  what  they  can  squeeze  into  fifty 
words  or  less)  and  have  a  humorous  and 
personal  tone.  The  enthusiasm  of  the 
Ladyslipper  women  is  hard  to  miss. 
A  random  sample  of  Ladyslipper 
brought  me  two  albums.  The  first  was 
The  Edge  of  the  Horizon  by  Karen  Beth. 
She  possesses  a  voice  of  great  beauty  and 
clarity,  and  is  something  of  a  virtuoso  on 
several  instruments  and  in  several  musi- 
cal styles.  The  musicians  accompanying 
her  on  this  album  (Alex  Dobkin,  Barbar- 
a  Cobb,  Molly  Mason  and  River  Light- 
womoon  to  name  a  few)  are  all  extreme- 


ly proficient  in  their  own  right.  Beth's 
songs  span  the  personal  and  the  politi- 
cal, and  are  solidly  woman-identified.  A 
certain  satisfaction  comes  in  hearing 
such  woman-identified  music,  a  recogni- 
tion of  the  self  and  of  common  experi- 
ence. Yet  Karen  Beth  fails  where  many 
political  singers  do:  in  lyric.  She  tends 
toward  predictable  rhymes  and  her  polit- 
ical lyrics  are  more  obvious  than  intrig- 
uing. I  often  felt  the  artfulness  of  her 
songs  was  being  sacrificed  to  the 
message. 

The  second  album  was  Making  Waves 
by  Kate  Clinton,  well-known  in  the 
women's  community  as  a  fumerist  —  a 
feminist  humourist.  Clinton  combines 
ordinary  stories  of  lesbian  life,  humor- 


ous in  their  very  familiarity,  with  satire, 
and  the  result  is  both  devastating  and 
funny.  My  favourite  cut  on  the  album  is 
entitled  "Straightening  Up,"  a  mono- 
logue about  "de-dyking"  the  apartment 
before  a  visit  from  the  parents.  Her 
social  satire  is  equally  witty  (not  to  men- 
tion accurate),  and  in  another  track, 
called  "Thanks  for  the  Mamillaries," 
she  shows  the  extent  of  her  ability  to 
take  a  topic  as  fear-ridden  as  (what 
else?)  cancer  and  have  her  audience  in 
fits  of  laughter. 

Ladyslipper  is  doing  much  to  further 
the  growth  of  women's  culture.  (And 
what's  all  this  about  hot  cross  bunnies? 
Ah,  for  the  answer  to  that  you'll  have  to 
get  the  catalog.)       Catherine  BennettD 


Mixed-up  melodrama  and  staggering  drag 


The  4th  Man,  directed  by  Paul  Verhoeven. 

SpectraFilms. 

Privates  on  Parade,  directed  by  Michael 

Blakemore.  Orion  Classics. 

How  can  two  films  which  ask  us  to  revel 
in  the  fun  of  cross-dressing,  mixed-up 
sex  roles  and  the  unabashed  un  perversi- 
ty of  death-as-orgasm  take  themselves  so 
seriously?  Both  Paul  Verhoeven's  The 
4th  Man  and  Michael  Blakemore's  Pri- 
vates on  Parade  suffer  from  the  same 
fatal  flaw  —  they  undermine  the  simpli- 
city of  their  comedy  by  tying  it  to  dull 
and  turgid  melodrama.  It's  comedy 
without  the  joke. 

It's  useful  to  consider  the  two  works 
together.  Both  address  same-sex  rela- 
tionships, and  both  have  been  noted  for 
employing  "sub-themes"  of  homosexu- 
ality and  "gender-bending"  to  investi- 
gate "larger"  themes  of  greater  interest 
to  purported  larger  numbers  of  people. 

The  4th  Man  explores  the  possibility 
of  attaining  nirvana  in  a  Gothic-Catholic  | 
style  which  must  be  experienced  to  be 
believed.  Verhoeven  humanizes  his  religi- 
ous figures  in  much  the  same  way  Paso- 
lini  did  before  him.  Christ  is  a  naked 
man  on  the  cross,  all  laid  out  for  sexual 
worship.  The  Madonna  figure  of  the 
film  saves  souls  and  stops  for  a  facial  at 
the  local  beauty  salon  while  "Saint 
Gerard,"  the  film's  protagonist,  loses 
his  "manhood"  to  a  Delilah-like  beauti- 
cian. If  this  all  sounds  like  a  mess,  it  is. 
The  4th  Man,  in  the  tradition  of  religi- 
ous movies,  develops  its  reverence  for 
the  Virgin  Mary  by  condemning  all  other 
women  as  whores.  The  film  marks  Renee 
Soutendijk  as  a  slut  and  then,  revelling 
in  its  own  voyeurism,  turns  her  into  a 
spectacle.  Pushing  her  breasts  aside  and 
concealing  them  beneath  his  hands, 
Gerard  notes  that  she  looks  just  like  a 
boy.  This  act  in  turn  leads  to  his  own 
"castration"  in  a  sexual  struggle  for  the 
survival  of  the  fittest. 

Verehoeven  tries  desperately  to  reveal 
this  nastiness  as  true  religious  experi- 
ence, to  reconcile  lust,  stalking  desire 
and  homosexuality  with  divine  sanction 
and  religious  acceptance.  Well,  it  won't 
wash,  and  my  general  reaction  to  all  this 
was,  "Get  over  it!" 

Privates  on  Parade  is  a  wigged-out 
farce  set  in  British  Singapore,  1948,  an 
indictment  of  British /Western  colonial- 
ism, imperialism  and  militarism,  in 
which  Dennis  Quilley  wages  the  war  of 
the  hairpieces  in  the  name  of  absolutely 
nothing  but  a  good  time.  John  Cleese  is 
the  "stuffed-shirt"  commander  who 
provides  the  military  purpose  ("the  war 
against  blasphemy  and  luxury")  to  this 
craziness,  employing  the  Song  and 
Dance  Unit  South  East  Asia  drag  show 


as  the  army's  secret  weapon.  For  him, 
"army  camp"  has  an  entirely  different 
meaning. 

The  best  moment  in  this  film  comes 
when  Cleese  tries  to  shape  up  these  se- 
quined  Sad  Sacks  with  drills  and  rou- 
tines. They  are,  of  course,  totally  with- 
out soldierly  savoirfaire,  falling  down 
and  stumbling  over  each  other  until 
Quilley  inspires  his  men  to  train  for  the 
secret  operation  as  they  would  for  a  pro- 
duction number,  choreographing  each 
movement  with  precision  and  control, 
transforming  these  Gomer  Pyles  into  the 
coordinated  and  rhythmic  privates  on 
parade.  If  you  can  conjure  up  in  your 
mind's  eye  a  gin-tipsy  version  of  Lucille 
Ball  with  Ethel  Barrymore  love-handles 
—  they  extend  all  the  way  up  to  the 
cheeks  —  staggering  across  the  stage, 
then  you're  in  on  the  joke. 

The  only  poor  souls  not  in  on  the  hu- 
mour are  the  native  Malaysian  soldiers 
for  whom  the  men  in  drag  perform. 


John  Cleese  and  Dennis  Quilley  in  Privates: 

stuffed  shirt  stuck  with  sequined  Sad  Sacks 

Thorn  Hoffman  in  The  4th  Man :  "  nirvava  in  a 
Gothic-Catholic  style,  with  Christ  a  naked  man 
on  the  cross,  all  laid  out  for  sexual  worship" 

They  stare  uncomprehendingly  at  these 
galivanting  figures  and  the  message  is 
lost  on  them.  Still,  whether  it's  Ethel 
Merman  in  the  morning  or  Bea  Arthur 
in  the  evening,  any  way  you  look  at  it,  it 
spells  butch. 

At  times  the  comedy  is  loose  and  un- 
controlled, but  generally  the  film  is 
sufficiently  engaging.  When  John 
Cleese  starts  preaching,  however,  saying 
things  like,  "By  the  living  word  of  God, 
we  are  at  best  unwelcome  guests  and  at 
worst  unscrupulous  invaders,"  you  may 
want  to  clutch  your  head  at  such  hints  of 
heavy-handedness  to  come.  And  you'd 
be  right. 

Don  M  Short □ 


AESTHETERA 


Fiction 

Tales  of  the  City  aficionados  have  been  itch- 
ing all  summer  for  the  release  of  Baby  Cakes, 
the  fourth  of  Armistead  Maupin's  wonderful 
serialized  adventures  set  in  contemporary  San 
Francisco  (Fitzhcnry  &  Whiteside,  $11 .95). 
This  volume  has  the  zany  residents  of  28  Bar- 
bary  Lane  discovering  what  appears  to  be  San 
Francisco's  first  gay  bar  —  c  1885.  All  of  the 
books  are  also  being  serialized  for  cable  TV. 

Noretta  Koertge  has  followed  up  her  popu- 
lar Who  Was  That  Masked  Woman  with  a 
gcndc  satire  about  an  ultra-feminist  lesbian 
community.  Valley  of  the  Amazons  (St  Mar- 
tin's, $6.95  US).  A  female  philosophy  profes- 
sor joins  a  band  of  anti-male  activists,  giving 
Koertge  the  opportunity  to  "poke  good- 


natured  fun  at  feminist  rhetoric  and  its  un- 
humorous  proponents." 

Gaydom's  own  Barbara  Cartland,  Gordon 
Merrick,  has  exhumed  and  considerably  re- 
vised another  early  manuscript  for  the  plea- 
sure of  his  fans,  The  Great  Urge  Downward 
(Avon,  $4.95  US).  "For  a  golden  young  god 
in  a  world  that  corrupts  what  it  cannot  pos- 
sess, the  descent  into  sexual  depravity  and 
dangerous  thrills  was  far  too  fast....  Love  can 
be  dangerous  —  unless  it's  real."  On  the 
Other  Hand,  Death  (St  Martin's,  $12.95  US)  is 
a  sequel  to  Richard  Stevenson's  Death  Trick, 
in  which  gay  private  eye  Donald  Strachey  is 
hired  to  solve  a  mystery  surrounding  two  re- 
tired schoolmarm  grandmothers  (who  turn 
out  to  have  a  lot  in  common  with  him).  From 
Coltsfoot  Press  (Box  3496,  1001  AG  Amster- 
dam, The  Netherlands)  comes  a  collection  of 
stories  about  loving  boys  in  modern  Athens, 
Bob  Henderson's  Attic  Adolescent  ($12, 
including  postage). 

Joseph  Caldwell's  In  Such  Dark  Places  was 
widely  praised  when  it  was  originally  published 
by  Farrar,  Straus  &  Giroux,  but  according  to 
Alyson,  who  are  re-releasing  it,  FS&G  had  little 
expertise  in  getting  it  to  the  gay  market.  Set  in 
New  York's  East  Village,  Kirkus  Review  said 
of  the  book  that  it  "grapples  seriously  with  the 
quietly  believable  trauma  of  the  not-quite- 
liberated  homosexual  —  and  introduces  a 
storytelling  craftsman  of  uncommon  sensitiv- 
ity and  pull"  (Alyson  Publications,  Box  2783, 
Boston,  MA  02208,  $6.95  US).  Who  Lies  In- 
side by  Timothy  Ireland  (Gay  Men's  Press, 
$5.50  US;  distributed  in  North  America  by 
Alyson)  is  a  biographical  novel  about  an 
18-year-old  struggling  to  come  out. 


Non-fiction 


Geoff  Mains's  Urban  Aboriginals:  A  Cele- 
bration of  Leathersexuality,  a  wide-ranging 
study  of  S/M  combining  sociobiology,  psych- 
ology and  anthropology  (previewed  in  De- 
cember's TBP),  is  now  available  from  Gay 
Sunshine  Press  ($8.95  US  from  Box  40397, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94140).  Of  related  interest 
is  Endorphins:  New  Waves  in  Brain  Chemis- 
try by  Joel  Davis,  a  writer  for  Omni  and 
Science  Digest  (Dial/Doubleday,  $22.95). 

The  1985  editions  of  the  Places  of  Interest 
lesbian  and  gay  guides  covering  the  US,  Can- 
ada and  the  Carribbean  are  now  available, 
from  Ferrari  Publications,  Box  35575, 
Phoenix,  AZ  85069,  or  by  calling  (602) 
863-2408.  Ferrari  claims  that  each  entry  is 
checked  with  last-minute  updates  made  by 
telephone,  and  it  does  seem  that  the  listings 
are  as  up-to-date  as  one  can  hope.  (The  single 
error  we  noted  was  the  omission  of  Canadian 
gay  periodicals....)  Places  of  Interest  to 
Women  is  $6  US,  Places  for  Men  is  $7  US, 
while  the  comprehensive  Places  of  Interest, 
which  includes  small  maps  of  all  700  cities 
listed,  is  $9  US. 

Thomas  Weinberg's  Gay  Men,  Gay  Selves 
($1 1 .95  US  from  Irvington  Publishers,  55 1 
Fifth  Ave,  New  York,  NY  10176)  examines 
the  social  construction  of  homosexual  identi- 

Moment'  homme:  festival  des  choregraphes 
masculins,  the  second  festival  of  choreography 
and  performance  art  by  men,  will  be  presented 
at  Montreal's  Tangente  Danse  Actuelle,  3655 
Boul  St  Laurent,  on  the  weekends  of  Oct  11-14, 
18-21  and  25-28.  Featured  artists  include  Peter 
Bingham,  Stephen  Andrews,  Massimo  Agos- 
tinelli,  John  Greyson,  Kim  Tomczak  and  Colin 
Campbell,  among  many  others.  For  more  infor- 
mation, call  (514)  842-3532. □ 
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THE 

PRINTMAKERS 

^^^^—  GALLERY 

Just  published  in  paperback 

THE  CREATIVE  ACT: 

Paths  to  Realization 

by 

Franz  Geierhaas 

(founder  of  International  Print 

Society,  New  Hope,  PA) 

Meet  the  author 

Oct  13  &  14,  2-6pm 

97  WINCHESTER  STREET 
TORONTO    923-5513 


A  little  bit  of  magic 
can  lead  you  to  great  food. 


Open  for  lunch  and  dinner 


Sun  -  Wed  11  am  - 1  am 
Thu-Sat  11  am -4  am 
Licensed 


118  Avenue  Road 

Toronto 

921-6095 


Dr.  Willem  H.  Otto 

REGISTERED 
PSYCHOLOGIST 


Private  practice  in 

individual,  couple 

and  family  therapy  at  44 

Jackes  Avenue 

(Yonge  and  St.  Clair  area), 

Toronto,  Ontario  M4T  1E5. 

Free  consultation. 

Fees  on  sliding  scale 
according  to  income. 

Confidentiality  guaranteed. 
Telephone  962-5328. 


This  pizza  palace  at  Church  and  Wellesley,  (Italian-style  bistro)  offers  a  piano 
lounge  with  an  intimate  and  friendly  atmosphere. 


0 
fc 


B2zaNo** 


Mon-Thurs  1 1:30- lam  § 
Fn-Sat  ll:30-2am 
Sun  12am- 12pm 
FULLY  LICENCED 


The  unltalian-style  Sunday  brunch  with  the  mellow 
sounds  of  a  talented  pianist  is  well  worth  trying. 
Take-out  and  delivery  available  from  4pm.  439-0000 

562  Church  St.  (at  Wellesley)  Toronto  961-2204 


ties,  based  on  interviews  with  thirty  well-edu- 
cated, middle-class  men.  Gay  Liberation  and 
Socialism,  by  Jamie  Gough  and  Mike 
McNair,  is  available  from  Pluto  Press  (The 
Works,  105A  Torriano  Ave,  London 
NWS  2RX,  England).  The  latest  AIDS  books 
are  Richard  B  Fisher's  AIDS:  Your  Questions 
Answered  (Gay  Men's  Press,  $3.95  US  from 
Alyson,  see  above),  and  Alan  Cantwell  Jr's 
AIDS:  The  Mystery  and  the  Solution  ($14.95 
US  from  Aries  Rising  Press,  Box  29532,  Los 
Angeles,  CA  90029). 

Biographies  this  month  include  Richard 
Ormrod's  Una  Troubridge:  The  Friend  of 
Radclyffe  Hall  (Academic  Press,  $29.50);  the 
lover  of  the  woman  who  wrote  The  Well  of 
Loneliness  is  little-known  today  but  was  a 
gifted  singer,  the  only  sculptor  for  whom 
Nijinsky  ever  sat,  and  Colette's  first  English 
translator.  Auden  in  Love:  A  Memoir  (Simon 
&  Schuster,  $26.95),  is  an  intimate  portrait 
penned  by  Dorothy  J  Farnan,  step-mother  of 
Chester  Kallman,  Auden's  "brilliant,  beauti- 
ful boy."  Roger  Sawyer's  Casement:  The 
Flawed  Hero  (Routledge  &  Kegan  Paul, 
$37.95)  stresses  the  Irish  nationalist's  com- 
mitment to  exploited  native  people  in  the 
Congo  and  South  America,  but  deals  unsym- 
pathetically  with  his  homosexuality. 

And  let's  not  forget  The  Jack  Wrangler 
Story:  Or  What's  A  Nice  Boy  Like  You 
Doing":  (St  Martin's  Press,  $13.95  US),  in 
which  the  "aw-shucks"  gay  porn  star  reveals 


(with  the  help  of  Carl  Johnes)  how  he  achieved 
fame  and  fortune.  We  haven't  gotten  around 
to  reading  it  yet,  but  the  publisher  says  that 
"not  since  Tom  Jones  romped  through  the 
English  countryside  has  there  been  such  an 
exuberantly  funny  story  of  the  human  comedy 
of  sex,  love,  and  growing  up." 


Periodicals 


Talking  Pictures  is  a  new  biweekly  newsletter 
surveying  new  and  old  films  being  shown  in 
the  San  Francisco  area,  especially  those  perti- 
nent to  lesbians  and  gay  men.  Readers  who 
delight  in  honest,  thoughtful,  and  less  than 
reverent  comment  on  cinema  will  want  to 
subscribe,  for  $15  US /year  from  Penni  Kim- 
mel,  Box  14437,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 14. 

Blackheart  is  a  journal  of  writing  and 
graphics  by  black  gay  men  ($4  US  per  issue 
from  Box  1420,  New  York,  NY  10027).  Their 
current  issue  (2)  is  devoted  to  prison  writing, 
while  Issue  3  looks  at  the  lives  of  black  gay 
men  in  the  past,  present  —  and  the  future.  No 
Apologies  is  a  new  magazine  devoted  to  gay 
and  lesbian  writing,  available  for  $3  US  per 
issue  (three  issues  a  year)  from  Kevin  Killian, 
1 146A  Guerro,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 10. 

Feminary,  the  15-year-old  national  lesbian 
feminist  magazine,  is  soliciting  all  types  of 
material,  especially  from  emerging  writers 
and  artists;  their  next  deadlines  are  Nov  1  and 
March  1 .  Subscriptions  are  $  1 2  US  for  three 
issues,  from  1945-20th  St,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94107.  The  new  issue  of  Cabrion  (Box  480, 
Lennox  Hill  Stn,  New  York,  NY  10021)  in- 
cludes essays  on  Latin  American  writing,  gay 
art  research,  radical  pedophilia,  and 
Salmagundi's  special  issue  on  homosexuality. 
Subscriptions  are  $12  US  for  four  issues. 

John  Allec  and  Alan  O'Connor 

Note:  include  SI  postage  and  handling  when 
ordering  books  by  mail. 
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SHARED  GROUND 

JOY  PARKS 


Native  spirits  and  Tex  Mex 


As  a  quarter  Cherokee  native  American 
who  has  only  begun  to  have  some  sense 
of  my  native  culture,  A  Gathering  of 
Spirits,  a  collection  of  writings  by  North 
American  Indian  women,  had  an  over- 
whelming impact  on  me.  Edited  by  Beth 
Brant  and  first  published  in  an  issue  of 
Sinister  Wisdom,  an  expanded  edition  of 
this  collection  will  be  re-issued  in  book 
form  this  month. 

Part  of  the  importance  of  A  Gather- 
ing of  Spirits  is  that  it  makes  visible  and 
available  a  collection  of  letters,  poems, 
stories,  narratives  and  artwork  by  a  huge 
and  varied  —  yet  often  overlooked  — 
body  of  women  representing  forty  Indi- 
an nations.  According  to  the  editor,  In- 
dian women  are  oppressed  not  only  by 
white  culture  for  being  Indian  and  by 
their  own  culture  for  being  female;  they 
are  also  oppressed  by  a  predominantly 
white  brand  of  feminism  that  either 
romanticizes  the  Indian  woman  or 
forgets  her  altogether: 

We  are  angry  at  a  so-called  "women's 
movement"  that  seems  to  forget  that  we 
exist.  Except  in  romantic  fantasies  of  earth 
mother  or  equally  romantic  and  dangerous 
fantasies  about  Indian-women-as-victim. 
Women  lament  our  lack  of  participation 
in  feminist  events,  yet  we  are  either  re- 
ferred to  as  et  ceteras  in  the  naming  of 
women  of  color  or  simply  not  referred  to 
at  all.  We  are  not  victims.  We  are  organi- 
zers, we  are  freedom  fighters,  we  are  fem- 
inists, we  are  healers.  This  is  not  any- 
thing new.  For  centuries,  it  has  been  so. 

The  work  in  this  collection  lives  up  to 
Brant's  introduction.  The  stories  in  A 
Gathering  of  Spirits  are  not  the  laments 
of  victims,  but  stories  by  women  with 
guts  and  honesty  who  write  about  their 
lives,  introducing  us  to  a  sector  of  ex- 
perience that  is  seldom  recounted  in  lit- 
erature. There  are  stories  that  celebrate 
the  rich  native  heritage  of  the  past,  that 
speak  clearly  of  the  problems  of  the 
present,  and  that  evoke  visions  for  the 
future. 

It  would  be  impossible  to  mention 
every  work,  however  deserving,  but 
most  memorable  for  me  were:  "Urban 
Dwellers"  by  Kateri  Sardella,  the  story 
of  a  family  barely  surviving  in  a  city 
ghetto;  "Barbara"  by  Mary  Morgan,  a 
poem  that  deals  with  the  realities  of  sup- 
porting oneself  in  a  hostile  society; 
"Grandmother's  Story"  by  Lyn  Ran- 
dall, which  tells  of  the  forced  eviction  of 
Indian  families  from  their  homes  in  the 
southwest  desert  during  the  A-bomb 
tests;  and  "reservation  girls,"  a  tongue- 
in-cheek  poem  by  Nila  NorthSun. 

While  each  work  in  this  collection  is 
important  in  itself,  part  of  the  power 
comes  from  the  dynamic  combination  of 
the  voices  of  women  who  come  from  di- 
verse yet  similar  Indian  cultures.  This 
collection  fills  an  empty  space  in 
women's  literary  tradition  by  shrugging 
off  the  myths  white  culture  has  created 
surrounding  native  women,  and  by 
clearing  a  space  for  the  truth  to  be  told. 

Kitchen  Table  Women  of  Color  Press, 
founded  by  black  lesbian  writer  and  crit- 
ic Barbara  Smith,  is  also  aware  of  the 
great  need  to  make  the  works  of  women 
of  colour  more  visible.  One  of  the 
press's  first  offerings,  Cuentos:  Stories 
by  Latinas,  edited  by  Alma  G6mc/, 


Cherrie  Moraga  and  Marianna  Romo- 
Carmona,  is  a  collection  of  writing  by 
Latin  women  from  a  multitude  of  back- 
grounds and  experiences.  According  to 
the  editors,  much  of  the  previous  silence 
surrounding  the  writers  presented  in  the 
book  comes  not  only  from  white  cultural 
imperialism,  but  also  from  within  Latin 
culture  itself,  particularly  in  the  case  of 
la  lesbiana. 

For  a  reader  such  as  myself,  whose 
understanding  of  Spanish  is  limited,  the 
actual  task  of  simply  reading  Cuentos  is 
a  lesson  in  cultural  awareness.  The  edi- 
tors state  that  their  primary  target  audi- 
ence is  the  bicultural  reader,  and  as  a  re- 
sult of  this  choice,  many  of  the  works 
contain  Spanish  phrases,  or  are  written 
in  "Spanglish"  or  "Tex  Mex"  as  a  crea- 
tive response  to  acculturation.  For  the 
unilingual  reader,  this  takes  some  getting 
used  to.  But  it  is  this  mixing  of  languages 
and  piling  on  of  voices  that  so  effectively 
makes  the  political  statement  that  was 
inherent  in  the  editors  decision  not  to 
translate  Spanish  section  in  some  works 
or  set  the  Spanish  phrases  apart  in  notes. 

Most  of  the  collection  is  powerfully 
written,  although  I  was  particularly 
moved  by  "Hunger  Scent"  by  Cenan, 
the  story  of  a  child's  juggling  of  pain 
and  pride,  that  is  not  easily  forgotten. 
Also  important  are:  Cherrie  Moraga's 
"Pesadilla";  "Teenage  Zombie"  by 
Anima  Susan  Ah;  "El  bacalao  viene  de 
mas  lojos  yse  come  aqui"  by  Aurora 
Levins  Morales,  which  tells  of  being 
caught  between  worlds;  and  the  wonder- 
fully written,  somewhat  surreal  "El  Pai- 
sano  Is  a  Bird  of  Good  Omen,"  which  is 
a  passage  from  the  forthcoming  novel 
Andrea  by  Gloria  Anzaldua,  which 
details  a  growing  lesbian  sensibility  in  a 
place  where  a  lesbian  life-style  is  an  im- 
possible, unthinkable  idea. 

The  stories  in  Cuentos  have  a  depth 
and  strength  that  make  this  collection 
one  that  must  be  read  and  paused  over;  a 
light  reading  will  not  do.  Not  only  is  the 
publication  of  this  collection  an  act  of 
cultural  resistance  and  power;  it  has  also 
provided  the  lesbian-feminist  commun- 
ity with  a  book  that  tells  the  stories  of 
Latina  women,  written  with  incredible 
truth  and  beauty.  □ 


A  Gathering  of  Spirits,  edited  by  Beth 
Brant.  Distributed  by  Sinister  Wisdom, 
Box  1023,  Rockland,  Maine  04841. 
$7.95. 

Cuentos:  Stories  by  Latinas,  edited  by 
Alma  Gdmez,  Cherrie  Moraga  and 
Marianna  Romo-Carmona.  Kitchen 
Table  Women  of  Color  Press,  Inc.  Box 
592,  Van  Brunt  Stn,  Brooklyn.  New 
York  11215.  $7.95. 


Featuring:  Fiesta  and  Russel 
Wright  dinnerware;  Chase 
Chrome;  Bakelite,  Celluloid  and 
other  plastics,  Vintage  Fashion 
and  selected  new  items. 

20th  Century  styles  in  decor, 
fashion  and  popular  culture. 

446  Queen  St.  W.,  Toronto  366-6717 


post  •er,  n.  An  advertising  sheet  uniting  pictorial  image  and  printed  letter- 
ing, designed  to  engage,  inform,  persuade  and  be  posted  on  a  wall 
or  other  surface.  Syn.:  broadside,  proclamation,  playbill,  streamer, 
placard,  handbill,  showcard. 

pos*ter«i»ty,  n.  1.  All  who  have  proceeded  from  a  common  ancestor; 
descendants  collectively.  Syn.:  offspring,  progeny,  issue.  2.  A 
gallery  dealing  solely  in  the  art  of  the  poster.  Daniel  Stroud, 
Leonard  Dutton  and  associates  of  POSTERITY  GRAPHICS 
LTD.  offer  Canada's  major  collection  of  contemporary  and  vin- 
tage art  posters  at  265  Queen  Street  East,  in  Toronto's  Lower  East 
Side.  Skilled  custom  mounting  available  Mon.  to  Sat.,  10:00  a.m.  to 
6:00  p.m.  861-1851. 


Dining  Room  5pm-11pm 
Hours:  3pm-1am,  Mon.  thru  Fri.; 
12  noon-1am,  Sat  &  Sun. 


Whether  you've  come 
for  dinner  in  our  cozy 
restaurant,  a  game  of 
pool  in  the  upstairs 
bar,  or  to  dance  the 
night  away  on  one  of 
our  two  dance  floors, 
you'll  find  what  you're 
looking  for... 


THE  RESTAURANT: 

Savory  home  cooking 
awaits  you.  Brunch  is 
now  being  served 
every  Sunday  from  12 
to  3  and  only  costs  $7 
for  2. Following 
brunch  there's  live 
entertainment  in  the 
bar  out  front. 


Dinner  Special  for  2, 
Mon.  thru  Wed. 
5pm-7:30pm  •  Sunday 
Brunch  for  Two  12pm- 
3pm. 


THE  POOL  ROOM: 

With  a  separate  bar 
upstairs,  you  can  have 
a  friendly  game  of 
pool,  video  games  or 
just  relax  and  enjoy 
the  comfortable  at- 
mosphere of  "the 
playroom".  Who 
knows  what  new 
friends  await  your 
arrival ! 


TOGETHER 

457  Church  St.. 

Toronto  923-3469 


THE  FRONT  BAR: 

After  dinner  come  out 
front  and  dance  the 
night  away-  DJs  John 
Webber  and  Judy  Ley 
take  turns  spinning 
the  turntables  every 
night  from  9PM  'till 
after  1AM  with  the 
hottest  music  in  town. 
Every  second  Tuesday 
is  comedy  night  with 
Faith  Nolan.  Drinks 
are  reasonably  priced. 
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John  Higgins 

Barrister  &  Solicitor 


is  pleased  to  announce 

the  relocation  of  his  office  for  the 

practice  of  law 

effective  October  1.  1984  to: 


97MaitlandSt 
Toronto  M4Y1E3 


Office 
(416)968-9054 


Home 
(416)922-6544 


Robert  G.  Coates 

B.  Sc,  LL.  B. 
Barrister  &  Solicitor 


70  Dundas  Street  East 

Toronto,  Ontario  M5B  1C7 

598-4922 


DEGORACGESSORIES 


Lighting,  mirrors,  occasional 

furniture,  artwork,  sculpture, 

conversation  pieces  —  affordable 

accessories  for  your  home. 

ALL  CANADIAN 

Mon.-Sat.  9am-4pm 

264  Dupont  St.  (at  Spadina)  Toronto, 

ONM5R1V7 

960-4836 


THE  BARN 

TORONTO 

LEATHER  &  WESTERN  BAR 
83  GRANBY  STREET 

(CORNER  OF  CHURCH) 

416-977-4684 


A  PLACE  TO  MEET  FRIENDS 

CRUISING  •  PINBALL  •  JUKE  BOX 


MONDAY  -  SATURDAY  8  PM  —  1  AM 
SUNDAY  5  PM  —  11  PM 


Enjoy 

Relaxing  Music 

at  the  Piano  Bar  and 

Elegant  Dining 

in  the  Restaurant 


Monday  t<>  Friday 
12:00  -  I  00  p.m. 

Sjturd.iv 
5  00  -  I  00  p  m 


•4  00  -  1100  p.m 
Sunday  Brunch  S4.9S 


lit*  Catoalier* 

418  Church     •     977-4702 


United  Church 

continued  from  page  8 

an  ecclesiastical  'rite.'  No  one  has  a 
human  right  to  ordination." 

The  comparison  of  "rights"  and 
"rites"  was  raised  at  one  of  the  lunch- 
time  Affirm  forums,  allowing  Bill  Siksay 
to  respond.  "Affirm  has  never  pushed 
for  ordination  on  the  basis  that  it's  a 
human  right,"  he  said.  Instead,  people  in 
the  group  want  the  rights  of  full  members 
of  the  church,  and  included  among  them 
is  the  right  to  be  considered  for  ordina- 
tion, to  go  through  the  same  candidacy 
process  as  everyone  else.  "We're  not  ask- 
ing for  affirmative  action,"  Siksay  told 
the  forum.  "We're  not  saying  that  ten 
years  down  the  road,  ten  percent  of  min- 
isters have  to  be  gay." 

Siksay  says  he  has  "confidence"  in  the 
present  system,  and  he's  willing  to  pro- 
ceed through  that  system. 

• 
On  August  13  and  14,  the  question  was 
finally  heard  on  the  floor  of  General 
Council.  Though  Affirm  had  been  refus- 
ed corresponding  membership,  someone 
noted  that,  if  the  statistics  were  accurate, 
ten  percent  of  the  people  on  the  floor 
could  speak  as  lesbians  and  gay  men.  The 
question  was:  would  anyone  speak? 

Like  all  the  reports  prepared  for  Gen- 
eral Council,  MP&E's  work  had  been 
referred  to  one  of  the  13  "Sessional  Com- 
mittees" for  discussion  and  recommenda- 
tion. These  committees  met  in  private  and 
could  invite  resource  people  to  address 
them  if  they  chose.  Christine  Waymark 
and  Bill  Siksay  were  chosen  by  Affirm  to 
represent  them. 

The  Sessional  Committee  read  48  peti- 
tions from  various  regional  conferences. 
Nineteen  of  them  were  definitely  nega- 
tive, demanding  that  the  church  not  ap- 
prove the  report.  The  other  29  could  be 
classed  as  neutral,  saying  that  the  church 
needed  more  time  to  deal  with  the  issue. 

The  Committee  decided  to  ask  that  the 
report  not  be  accepted,  and  instead  sub- 
stituted a  series  of  proposals  of  its  own. 
They  hoped  the  church  would  continue  to 
study  the  issue,  but  in  the  meantime,  they 
said,  the  existing  criteria  for  acceptance 
into  the  order  of  ministry  and  the  ways  of 
screening  candidates  were  sufficient. 

When  commissioners  were  finally 
allowed  to  voice  their  opinions  in  the 
floor  debate,  the  results  of  Affirm's  edu- 
cational efforts  could  be  seen  in  some 
places.  The  Reverend  George  Searcy  of 
Vancouver  said  that  he  had  spoken  and 
worked  against  the  report,  but  now 
favoured  its  acceptance.  But  another 
voice  from  the  floor  demanded:  "Which 
is  more  important  in  Christian  terms? 
The  suffering  of  the  oppressed  or  the  suf- 
fering of  the  oppressors  who  are  trying  to 
adjust  to  the  end  of  oppression?"  This 
was  in  reference  to  the  constant  claims 
that  the  church  had  been  subjected  to  too 
much  pain,  and  that  the  issue  was  going 
to  split  it  in  two. 

And  finally  Clarke  MacDonald  played 
his  hand.  Allotted  more  than  the  five 
minutes  granted  to  the  rest  of  the  speak- 
ers and  using  prepared  notes,  he  said  the 
report  was  weak  in  its  final  analysis. 
"The  church  must  not  make  its  decision 
simply  on  the  basis  of  what  is  popular.  If 
Jesus  had  taken  a  referendum  among  the 
disciples  and  followed  it,  He  would  never 
have  gone  to  the  Cross."  He  said  he'd 
spent  three  hours  with  a  geneticist  at  the 
University  of  Toronto  discussing  whether 
being  gay  is  a  choice  that  one  makes  or 
whether  its  is  involuntary.  The  geneticist 
had  refused  to  say  categorically.  But,  "as 
one  who  has  been  the  recipient  of  grace," 
MacDonald  said,  he  objected  to  the  dis- 
missal of  the  possibility  of  healing 
through  prayer  and  the  Holy  Spirit. 


At  the  end  of  his  remarks,  he  asked 
that  the  Council  not  make  any  changes  in 
the  existing  requirements  for  ordination. 

The  question  was  called.  On  a  show  of 
hands,  the  report  was  defeated  by  an 
overwhelming  majority. 

• 
Debate  on  the  final  day  seemed  anti-cli- 
mactic. The  Moderator  was  concerned 
that  press  reports  the  night  before  had 
misrepresented  the  decision.  The  United 
Church  didn't  want  anyone  outside  to 
think  that  they  had  banned  gay  ministers 
outright.  Yet  they  also  didn't  want  church 
members  sitting  at  home  to  think  that 
they  had  approved  them,  either. 

Eight  recommendations  were  submitted 
for  consideration,  and  the  church  finally 
decided  on  this  course  of  action:  MP&E 
would  develop  a  programme  to  study 
homosexuality  in  the  context  of  human 
sexuality,  and  examine  the  theology  of 
marriage  and  creation.  A  report  would  be 
made  to  the  32nd  General  Council, 
meeting  at  least  four  years  away,  con- 
cerning the  "sexual  life-styles"  of  all 
members  of  the  church.  The  other  courts 
of  the  church  would  be  reminded  that  the 
present  criteria  for  ordination  make  no 
mention  of  the  sexual  orientation  of  can- 
didates —  and  that  is  is  "inappropriate" 
to  ask  about  it. 

The  General  Council  "acknowledged" 
that  there  are  gay  ministers,  but  refused 
to  "affirm"  their  ministries. 

When  the  final  blow  was  delivered,  it 
hardly  came  as  a  surprise.  It  was  moved 
by  Bruce  McLeod,  a  former  Moderator, 
that  Council  "recognize  Affirm  ...  as  a 
valuable  resource  in  the  above  mentioned 
educational  and  pastoral  roles."  The 
motion  was  defeated. 

When  it  was  all  over,  Eilert  Frerichs 
told  the  press  that  he  was  "going  home  to 
my  own  gay  and  lesbian  community  in 
Toronto,  where  I  feel  a  hell  of  a  lot  safer 
than  in  the  United  Church." 

• 
It's  impossible  to  tell  yet  what  effect  all 
this  will  have  on  the  United  Church. 
Those  commissioners  who  claimed  that, 
if  the  report  passed,  they  would  not  have 
a  church  to  go  home  to  must  have 
breathed  a  sigh  of  relief. 

But  did  Affirm  have  a  church  to  go 
home  to? 

I've  always  been  proud  to  be  a  member 
of  the  United  Church.  I  was  glad  that  in 
Sunday  school  I  learned  to  view  the  Bible 
as  a  guide  for  life  and  human  relation- 
ships, not  as  a  stone-bound  set  of  rules 
that  could  never  be  challenged.  A  state- 
ment handed  out  to  the  press  in  Morden 
certainly  says  so:  "The  Bible  is  regarded 
not  as  the  literal  and  infallible  word  of 
God,  but  as  the  wholly  adequate  guide  or 
resource  for  one  wanting  to  understand 
Christian  faith  and  life."  The  United 
Church  certainly  doesn't  advocate  ston- 
ing adulterers  to  death,  and  the  majority 
of  its  members  will  eat  pork  and  shellfish, 
contrary  to  the  rules  of  the  Book  of 
Leviticus.  Yet  many  of  these  same  people 
are  willing  to  use  Leviticus  to  back  up 
their  claim  that  gay  people  are  heinous 
sinners  who  can  never  be  allowed  to 
occupy  pulpits. 

I'm  disappointed  that  my  church, 
which  calls  apartheid  a  sin,  and  even 
recognizes  homophobia  as  a  sin,  cannot 
recognize  that  everyone  deserves  equal 
access  to  ordination.  All  the  members  of 
Affirm  ask  is  to  be  judged  by  the  same 
criteria  as  other  candidates.  This  has  been 
denied  them. 

Clarke  MacDonald  is  correct:  ordina- 
tion is  not  a  "human  right."  But  in  a 
church  which  claims  to  support  the  no- 
tion of  the  priesthood  of  all  believers,  it 
would  seem  to  me  that  all  believers  have 
the  right  to  express  that  belief  by  seeking, 
if  they  so  choose,  to  be  ordained.  □ 


38  □  THE  BODY  POLITIC  □  OCTOBER  1984 


CLASSIFIEDS 


HOMES 


SOUTHERN  ONTARIO 

TO  SHARE  IN  LONDON.  Two-bedroom  luxury  apt 
overlooking  forks  of  the  Thames.  Two-minute  walk 
to  Dundas  and  city  centre.  $250  inclusive.  Drawer 
E605. 

LESBIAN  COUPLE  IN  BARRIE  have  furnished 
room  to  rent.  Homey  atmosphere.  Prefer  female,  col- 
lege student  welcome.  (705)  726-2666. 


TORONTO 


ROOM  FOR  RENT  in  the  next  issue  of  Xtra.  The 
Xtra  classifieds  are  a  great  way  to  find  an  apartment 
oratenant.You  can  reach  people  all  over  Toronto  for 
only  $10.  There's  still  room  for  your  ad  in  Xtra!  Pick 
up  a  copy  wherever  you  go  out. 

QUIET  MALE  looking  for  one-bedroom  apartment 
in  Yonge/ Isabella  area.  For  January  1 .  With  parking. 

757-0724. 

RIVERDALE.  Renovated  Victorian  two-bedroom. 
Five  appliances.  Walk  out  to  nice  garden.  $800  plus. 
461-2673.  Bob  or  Fred.  Available  immediately. 

RIVERDALE:  Responsible  gay  male  to  share  house. 
Own  unfurnished  bedroom  and  study.  1/2  block  to 
TTC.  Share:  kitchen,  bathroom,  living  room,  dining 
room,  private  garden,  5  appliances.  $385  per  month. 
Available  October  1 .  463-6500. 

RIVERDALE  SOUTH.  Renovated  two-bedroom 
duplex,  two  floors,  skylight,  pine  floors,  cedar  deck. 
No  pets  and  non-smokers.  Available  1  November. 
$750  inclusive.  461-1083  after  5  pm. 

ROOMMATE  NEEDED  immediately,  for  semi  2 
bedroom,  first  floor  of  house.  Backyard,  pets  OK. 
$250  inclusive.  Bloor  &  Bathurst  area.  535-2324  or 
364-6320  any  time.  (Barbara) 

DANFORTH  &  PAPE.  Quiet,  vaguely  left 
household  seeks  non-smoker  to  share  old  but  comfor- 
table house.  House  includes  a  dog  &  cat,  an  interest  in 
gay  community  and  a  propensity  for  sleeping  late  on 
weekends.  $265  all  inclus.  465-2603 . 

NEW  BRUNSWICK 

ROOM  FOR  RENT.  If  you  are  a  gay  student  (either 
sex)  at  Mount  Allison  University  and  would  ap- 
preciate a  quiet  and  private  place  to  stay  in  a  profes- 
sor's house  (2  miles  from  campus),  write  to  Drawer 
E638. 


SERVICES 


TORONTO 


SOLSTICE.  GAY  ASTROLOGICAL  and  tarot  con- 
sultations. 463-9688. 

PROFESSIONAL  PHOTOGRAPHER 

PORTRAITS  of  you  and/or  your  lover,  nudes,  port- 


Piano  Tuning  &  Repair 

Violinists  tune  every  time 
they  play.  Pianists  wait  until 
their  instrument  is 
unplayable.  There  is  a  happy 
medium.  Call  me. 


James  Tennyson 
Certified  Piano  Technician 
335  Markham  St,  Toronto 
967-6653 


LL's  Painting  &  Decorating 

Wallpapering  &  repairs 

Louis  Leveilie       461-9940 

10  Hogarth  Ave  -  Apt  1408 
Toronto  Ont  M4K  1)9 


planning  research  &  design  consultant 


GORDON  K.STONE 

B.  Architecture 


P  O  Box  424  Station  F 

Toronto  Ontario  M4Y  2L8 

(416)924  9061 


Moving  and  Storage 

Local  and  long  distance 

Acme  Moving  &  Storage 

(416)751-9124 
Member  Allied  Van  Lines 


folios,  fashion,  art  copy  work,  and  other  assign- 
ments. Photographed  on  location.  Inquiries:  Clive 
Pyne  Photography,  694-5335. 

CANADIAN  MALE  SEEKS  Caucasian  or  Chinese 
Cantonese-speaker  as  tutor.  Ability  to  read  and  write 
characters  essential.  Patience,  sense  of  humour  an 
asset.  Drawer  E461. 

EXPERIENCED  COUNSELLOR 

EXPERIENCED  COUNSELLOR  —  multifaceted 
approach  to  individual  stress  problems.  Call  Barbara 
Earle:  762-41 10. 

LEARN  TO  PLAY  THE  FLUTE 

FLUTE  LESSONS  for  beginners  or  advanced 
students.  Individual  or  group  instruction.  Call 
923-5201. 

A— WAY  HOME  CARE  SERVICES 

WHEN  YOU'RE  NOT  THERE,  we  take  care.  Pro- 
fessional, insured,  references.  Phone  921-7839. 

FREE  ASTROLOGICAL  INFORMATION  upon 
request.  No  obligation.  Astrognosy,  11  Yorkville 
Ave,  Suite  608,  Toronto,  Ont  M4W  1L3  or  call 
961-5812. 

HALLOWE'EN /DRESS— UP  COSTUMES  cus- 
tom  made.  Ball  gowns,  divine/decadent/futuristic. 
Accessories,  makeup.  Order  today  from  Lola 
Fashions  488-7205. 

MASSAGE  FOR  HEALTH  done  by  professional 
massage  therapist.  Mr  Fung.  By  appointment  only. 
465-9810. 


OTTAWA 


CERAMIC  ART  CLASSES  with  a  difference. 
Paul  at  829-9812. 


Call 


INTERNATIONAL 

LOS  ANGELES  MAILING  ADDRESS! 

"USE  OUR  ADDRESS  as  yours."  Confidential  low- 
cost  mail  forwarding  and  phone  message  service  (long 
S.A.S.E.  for  details).  Personally  Yours,  Inc,  859 
North  Virgil,  D-19,  Los  Angeles  CA  90029. - 

MESSAGES 

THE  MATING  GAME.  If  you  are  looking  for  that 
special  someone  or  just  a  friend,  write  or  call 
"Abby".  He'll  make  your  dreams  come  true  in  "The 
Mating  Game"  on  "Dear  Abby  Nighf'every  Thurs- 
day night  at  Boots.  Write  "Dear  Abby  Night"  c/o 
Boots,  592  Sherbourne  St,  Toronto  M4X  1L4. 
921-0665  after  5  pm. 


BOOKS 


MALE  HOMOSEXUALITY  IN  LITERATURE. 
Paths  Untrodden  Book  Service,  PO  Box  459,  Village 
Station,  New  York,  NY  10014-0459.  Catalogue 
$2.00  US 

VOLUNTEERS 

ORGANIZATIONS  seeking  volunteers  can  find 
them  in  The  Body  Politic  classifieds.  Advertise  for 
volunteer  help  and  get  a  50%  discount  off  our  regular 
reasonable  rates. 

LESBIANS  AND  GAY  MEN  wanted  for  peer  coun- 
selling  and  information  phoneline.  Should  possess  a 
mature  attitude,  common  sense  and  empathy.  Phone 
TAG  at  964-6600. 

WRITERS,  EDITORS,  LIBRARIANS.  The  Body 
Politic  needs  them  all  every  month  to  put  out  the 
news.  We  need  writers  who  can  get  the  facts  and  tell  a 
story,  editors  who  can  check  the  facts  and  spot 
mistakes,  and  librarians  who  can  help  keep  track  of  all 
those  papers  and  clippings  the  writers  and  editors  de- 
pend on.  If  you'd  like  to  help  write,  edit  or  manage  the 
news,  call  Ken  at  364-6320. 


GROUPS 


MUSICIANS-SINGERS 

JOIN  METROPOLITAN  Community  Church  of 
Toronto's  baroque  instrumental  ensemble  or  choir. 
Phone  536-2848. 

ALBERTA  TV  AND  TS  contact  club  for  those  with 
unique  tastes.  Box  4667,  Stn.  C,  Calgary  AB 
T2T  5PI. 

RAIN  MAKERS  make  golden  showers.  Details  send 
1  £  or  2  IRCs  to  Box  RM-UK  52  (TFL),  Broughton 
Street,  Edinburgh  EH1  3SA  Scotland. 

HERMAPHRODITE  TRANSSEXUAL  Rights 
Committee  accepts  all  non-solicited  information, 
postpaid  medical  news  reports,  articles,  clippings  on 
hermaphrodites,  transsexuals  and  the  law.  J  LCresci- 
manno,  Priestess,  77-A-2726,  Box  149,  Attica  NY 
14011. 

NORTH  AMERICAN  MAN/BOY  LOVE 
ASSOCIATION.  For  further  information  send  $1 .00 
US  to:  NAMBLA,  Box  174,  New  York,  NY  10018. 


WORK 


THIS  IS  IT! 

THE  PERFECT  WAY  to  earn  extra  money  while  pro- 
moting the  arts.  Your  great  voice  and  enthusiasm 
about  theatre  are  the  only  prerequisites.  It's  fun; 
there's  wage/commission;  and  part-time  openings 
are  available  now.  Call  Ms  J  Bennett,  636-2420 
(days),  636-8559  evenings. 

HOSPITAL  CAREER  —  No  experience  required. 

Earn  $400/ week  as  hospital  receptionist.  Join  job 
workshop  now.  961-2676. 


PAUL  T.WILLIS, 

B.A.,  LL.B. 

BARRISTER  AND  SOLICITOR 
NOTARY  PUBLIC 

For  the  General 
Practice  of  Law 

Day  or  evening 
appointments  available 

248  Gerrard  Street  East,  Suite  I 
Toronto,  Ontario  M5A  2G2 

Telephone  (416)  926-9806 


® 


VANESSA  MAGNESS 

B. A.  S. (Finance) 

member    of   the    CI.C.A.M. 


Tax  Services 

Small  Business 

Bookkeeping 

& 
Accounting 


3  6  8-1365 

office      in      downtown      Toronto 


R.  Douglas  Elliott,  B.A.,  LL.B 
Barrister  &  Solicitor 

Village  by  the  Grange 

Suite  400, 122  St  Patrick  Street 

Toronto,  Ontario 

M5T2X8 
(416)  5974655 


Office  hours:  9  am  -  5  pm 

Evening  and  weekend  appointments  available 


Intial  consultation:  $20 
On  parle  francais 


Real  Estate 

call 


Harvey  Malinsky 

922-5533  Res:  364-1900 

Offering  personal  real  esfafe 
services  to  our  community. 


Market  Analysis 

This  certificate  entitles  the  bearer(s)  to 
one  market  analysis  of  their 
residential  property  at  no  charge  by  o 
Cimerman  real  estate  agent 


Robert  A. 
Brosius 

CHARTERED 
ACCOUNTANT 


CERTIFICATE 
VALID  UNTIL 

PER    


November  30, 1984 


FOR  AN  APPOINTMENT  PLEASE  CALL 
HARVEY  MALINSKY        922-5533 

prO(M"  .  n.t  *   ••    •_.  r 

Cimerman  Real  Estate  Ltd 

501  Parliament  Street 
Toronto.  Ontario  M4X  1P3 


Tax  and  Accounting  Services 

922-6949 


relocating  October  1 


97  Maitland  St 
Toronto  M4Y  1E3 
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Canada's  oldest  penpal  club 
for  gay  men. 

GflV 

mATEf 


Members  across  Canada 
and  the  U.S. 


P.O.  Box  3043b,  Saskatoon 
Sask  S7K  3S9 


\ 


0 


^ 


<D 


transvestite 

clothing  for  men.  Day, 

evening,  nightwear 

and  accessories 

with  a  trench 

flair 


For  illustrated  catalogue,  send  s5 
cheque  or  money  order  to 

Lola  Fashions 
Box  1170,  Station  Q 
Toronto,  Ontario 
M4T2P4 


gay  . . .  got  a 
drinking  problem? 


(416)  964-3962 


OR  WRITE  BOX  "A"    730  BATHURST  STREET. 
TORONTO,  ONTARIO  M5S  2R4 


Starring  the  CHIPPENDALE'S  MEN 

Hold  onto  your  hearts  and  get         MUSCLE  MOTION  will  progressively 


ready  for  some  heavy  breathing  as 
the  world's  best  men  lead  you 
through  a  workout  you'll  never 


build  strength,  endurance  and 
muscle  tone  -  total  exercise  and 
total  entertainment  in  one 


forget! 


NAME 


NHESS_ 

APT 


unique  program. 

Put  the  bulge  back  in  aerobics!! 

NOW  AVAILABLE  ON  VIDEO 


CITY 


□DM 


•flff.  war 


I  Including  tax  i  handling 


PROVTNCE 

VISA  □     KASTEP  aftPTE  I     I 

PEPSfliAL  OWlD    MCNEY  OPDEP  □  P£ea4e   aJJ^    Z-l   wek& 

visa/m.c.  no ioK  de.tive.iy 

VISA/M.C.    EXPIPY  DATE 


ameer  source  vioeo 


BETA  |      |    V.H.S.|        I    t   OF  OCflES 
SIOJATUra: 


Toi  *.n&o>tmvUon  catt    (416)  869-0852 
OuXn.de.  Toionto  a/iea,   catt  collect 

Mail  to:  121  St.  Patrick  St.  Toronto  M5T  1V3 


EARN  $250/$350/  WEEK.  Restaurant,  Hotel, 
Hospital  and  Domestic  help  wanted.  Guaranteed  Job 
assistance,  fast.  961-2676. 

COMMEDIANS,  SINGERS  (with  own  music),  ven- 
triloquists  or  comedy  acts  required  for  gay  audiences 
by  busy  downtown  Toronto  bar.  For  auditions  and 
further  information,  please  call  Owen  at  921-0665 
after  5  pm. 


NOVA  SCOTIA 


HOUSEMAN  GARDENER  COMPANION 
TO  HELP  RUN  an  overnight  guest  house  in  Nova 
Scotia.  Candidate  should  be  straight-looking,  self- 
motivated,  honest,  like  meeting  public,  mature, 
discreet,  responsible,  between  21-28.  Photo  a  must.  I 
am  a  straight-looking,  34,  6'2"  165  lbs,  hazel  eyes, 
brown  hair,  moustache,  physically  fit.  Terms 
negotiable.  Drawer  E660. 


TRAVEL 


BOSTON'S  ALL-GAY  place  to  stay.  Two  renovated 
Back  Bay  townhouses,  continental  breakfast,  cock- 
tail setups,  minute's  walk  to  historic  sites  and  night 
life,  private /shared  bath.  $25-$45.  Oasis,  22  Edgerly 
Rd,  Boston,  MA  02115.  617-267-2262. 


GUEST 
HOUSE 


Carls 

ptbvincetov/fi 

Center  of  Town 

April  thru  October 

Clean,  confortable,  inexpensive 

Carl,  your  host 

68  Bradford  St 
Provincetown  MA  02657 

(617)487-1650 


Friendly  places  to  stay  .  .  .  Miles 
of  beaches  . .  .  Great  restaurants 
.  .  .  Lots  of  entertainment  and 
dancing  .  .  .  Variety  of  shops 
and  galleries  .  .  . 
Write  for  free  directory 
Provincetown 
Business  Guild 
Box  421  Dept.  Ps 
I^P"  Provincetown,  MA  02657 
Call  (617)  487-2313 

ROVINCETOWN 

Vi    Enjoy  It  With  Us! 


NOVA  SCOTIA:  Lovett  Lodge  Inn.  Victorian  an- 
tiques, alpine.  Near  St  John  —  Digby  Ferry. 
Brochure:  PO  Box  119,  Bear  River,  NS  BOS  1B0. 
1-902-467-3917. 

KEY  INTERNATIONAL  GUIDE 

INTERNATIONAL  GAY  HOTEL  and  resort  guide. 
US  $5.00,  postpaid.  Cheque  or  M.O.  to  House  of 
Lehi,  PO  Box  330406,  Coconut  Grove,  FL  33233, 
USA. 

STRATFORD  BED  AND  BREAKFAST  accommo- 
dation. Spend  relaxing  retreat  in  a  historic  home 
along  scenic  Avon  River,  then  leisurely  walk  in  park. 
Reasonable  rates,  home  cooked  breakfast.  Near 
Shakespearean  theatres.  Burnsyde,  139  William  St, 
Stratford,  Ont.N5A4X9.  Phone  1-519-271-7076. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  Los  Angeles,  San  Diego.  Bed- 
and-Breakfast  in  private  Gay  homes.  BayHost,  1 155 
Bosworth,  San  Francisco  94131.  (415)  334-7262. 


FRIENDS 


INTERNATIONAL 


BRITISH  GUY  seeks  Canadian  woman  for  mutually 
beneficial  marriage.  My  lover  has  had  to  return  to 
Canada  and  I  would  love  to  join  him  in  southwestern 
Ontario.  Drawer  E603. 

CANADIAN  GUY  SEEKS  British  girl  for  mutually 
beneficial  marriage.  I  have  had  to  return  to  Canada 
but  I  would  like  to  rejoin  my  lover  in  England .  Drawer 
E604. 

I  NEED  TO  HEAR  FROM  YOU 

ISOLATED,  BLACK,  3 1 ,  wishes  to  correspond  with 
"native"  North  Americans,  orientals  and  asians.  Will 
answer  all  replies  honestly.  Drawer  E589. 


TORONTO 


FRIENDSHIP  MALE  OR  FEMALE 

RESPONSIBLE,  STABLE,  established  GWM,  40, 
5'11",  fit,  living  downtown.  I  enjoy  a  conservative, 
masculine  approach  to  gay  life,  have  average  good 
looks,  athletic  and  artistic  interests  and  am  open, 
sharing-type  person.  Would  like  to  meet  similarly 
conservative  gay  men  or  women  with  whom  to  build 
good  friendships.  Drawer  E625. 


FRIENDS:  FEMALE 

INTERNATIONAL 

GAY  WOMEN  WRITE /meet  everywhere!  through 
The  Wishing  Well  Magazine  Program.  Confidential 
(Code  Numbers  used), supportive, dignified, prompt. 
Ten  years'  reliable  reputation.  Tender,  loving  alterna- 
tive. Introductory  copy  US$5  (mailed  discreetly  first 
class).  Canadian  women  especially  welcome!  Free  in- 
formation:  Box  117,  Novato,  CA  94948-0117. 

GAY  FEMALE  OF  THE  USA  wanted  by  gay  male  30 
years  to  marry  to  get  immigration  status  in  the  states. 
Age,  race  doesn't  matter.  Drawer  E693. 

NATIONAL 

CANADIAN  GUY 

CANADIAN  GUY  SEEKS  Canadian  woman  to 
marry  his  lover.  Will  do  same  in  return.  Drawer  E689. 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA  ~ 

31  YEAR  OLD  Lesbian  would  like  gay  women  of  28 
to  45  to  write.  I  want  to  meet  someone  who  can  give 
me  friendship  &  maybe  love.  I  have  lots  of  love  to 
give.  I  love  cooking.  Like  keeping  a  clean  house, 
know  how  to  mend  clothes.  Enjoy  different  music. 
Like  reading,  camping  out,  hiking,  horse  back  riding 
and  more.  I  can  relocate.  Please  write  and  send  photo 
if  possible.  Drawer  E686. 

TORONTO 

LESBIAN  WANTED  by  professsional  gay  guy  for 
job  security  reason.  No  attachment  involved.  Should 
be  around  20-30.  Toronto  area.  All  races  welcome. 
Financial  award  arranged.  Drawer  E694. 

FRIENDLY  DYKE,  who's  alone  right  now  but  not 
lonely,  is  looking  for  some  nice  women  to  take  out  to 
dinner.  I'm  especially  fond  of  spending  several  hours 
over  coffee  and  brandy.  But  then  again... drinking 
brandy  isn't  the  only  thing  I  like  to  do  after  dinner. 
Drawer  E696. 

FRIENDS:  MALE 

INTERNATIONAL 

BE  MY  SON  AND  MAKE  ME  PROUD 

VOYEUR  FATHER,  47,  seeks  son.  Optimistic,  cheer- 
ful teddy  bear  wants  to  share  happy  experiences  and 
affection  with  lonely  young  man.  Any  colour,  any- 
where, wishing  loving  relationship  with  older  man. 
Drawer  E543. 

NATIONAL 

MOVING  TO  CALGARY?  Two  gay  professional 
men  looking  for  third  to  share  four-bedroom  home. 
(403)  248-8540.  Gary  or  Jim. 

JO  BUDDIES  WANTED  with  big  balls  and  cock.  If 
you  enjoy  JO,  talking  dirty,  phone  calls,  fantasies,  big 
balls,  bare  feet,  write  now.  Am  37,  attractive.  Drawer 
E271. 

23-YEAR-OLD  GWM,  6M"  155  lbs,  brown  hair  and 
eyes,  looking  for  guys  to  27  for  long-lasting  intimate 
relationship.  Prefer  beardless  and  slim.  Currently 
working  professionally,  but  will  relocate  for  right  per- 
son. Write  Box  1208,  Thompson  MB  R8N  IP1. 

GWM,  32, 6',  lost  in  small  town  Saskatchewan,  wants 
to  meet  western  travellers.  Am  versatile  and  into 
massage.  Write  with  photo  and  phone  number 
Drawer  E586. 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA 

BOOTED  TRUCK  DRIVER  or  logger  welcome  for 
friendship,  etc,  on  weekends  in  northern  BC.  Any 
age.  Drawer  E648. 

VANCOUVER,  46-year-old  professor,  GWM,  in 
good  shape,  financially  secure,  seeks  a  younger  lover. 
No  racial  bias.  Please  send  photo.  Drawer  E598. 

YOU  ARE  ORIENTAL,  18-48,  single,  or  not  so 
single,  bi,  married,  whatever.  You  like  GWMs 
around  30,  good  solid  sex,  relation  with  sincere  com- 
pany and  no  nonsense.  Please  write.  I  might  just  be 
what  you're  looking  for,  if  not,  what  have  you  got  to 
lose?  All  answered,  your  photo  gets  mine.  Vancouver 
and  the  Valley.  Drawer  E684. 


ALBERTA 


SMALL  TOWN  GUY  near  Red  Deer,  attractive, 
wants  to  meet  masculine,  husky  man  for  exciting 
weekend  encounter.  Send  photo,  phone.  Drawer 
E66S. 

GWM,  STUDENT,  25,  5'7",  brown  hair,  blue  eyes, 
athletic,  straight-looking,  wishes  to  meet  clean-sha- 
ven, clean-cut  guy  18-21  for  warmth  and  intimacy. 
Photo  helpful  but  not  necessary.  Drawer  E651. 

GWM,  28,  seeks  Filipino /Japanese,  greek  active, 
men  any  age  for  AM  and  late-night  sex.  Write  Drawer 
E652. 

LOOKING  FOR  ORIENTAL.  Me,  GWM  34,  5' 10" 
150  lbs,  sincere,  professional,  honest  and  easygoing. 
Will  answer  all  letters  with  photo.  Drawer  E525. 


CALGARY 


GO  TO  YOUR  ROOM! 

FORTY-  ONE-YEAR-OLD  in  need  of  bare  bottom 
discipline  wants  to  hear  from  you.  If  you  have  the 
time  and  the  place,  this  busy  executive  needs  to  be  sent 
to  his  room  for  a  strapping,  called  to  the  house  mas- 
ter's study  for  a  caning,  etc.  Those  who  just  want  to 
talk  about  action,  please  save  your  stamps.  Reply: 
Suite  188-181,  401  9  Ave  SW,  Calgary  AB  T2P  3KS. 

GAY  WHITE  MALE,  PASSIVE,  40,  150  lbs,  5'6", 
would  like  to  meet  dominant  gay  males,  well-hung, 
very  active  in  Greek,  bondage,  gang  bangs.  Only  let- 
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ters  with  photo  will  be  answered.  Calgary  area  only. 
Drawer  E466. 

GWM,25,5'11"  seeks  guys  to  30  interested  in  playing 
strip  poker  or  other  gambling  games  in  which  loser 
submits  to  winner.  Will  respect  any  limits  you  may 
set.  Got  the  guts  to  put  your  ass  on  the  line?  Photo 
with  reply  if  possible  but  not  necessary.  All  replies 
answered.  Drawer  E599. 

ATTRACTIVE  GWM,  35,  5'9"  150  lbs,  brown  hair 
and  easygoing  person  seeks  a  person  1 8  to  29  for  a  cor- 
respondence and  possible  relationship.  Must  be  hon- 
est, reliable  and  trustworthy.  Help  with  relocation 
possible  for  right  person  to  Alberta.  All  letters  ans- 
wered. Photo  if  possible.  Let's  hear  from  you  guys  if 
interested.  Willing  to  try  anything  for  the  right  per- 
son. Please  write  me  today.  Thanks.  Drawer  E610. 

SASKATCHEWAN  ~ 

LOVE  IS  A  BATTLEFIELD  and  1  am  tired  of 
fighting.  lamauniversitystudent,23,6'  1501bs,dark 
hair,  moustache,  brown  eyes.  My  interests  include 
movies,  books,  cuddling,  and  quiet  nights  at  home.  I 
am  looking  for  a  relationship  with  a  stable  responsible 
man  25  to  35.  Out  of  town  replies  welcome.  Drawer 
E688. 

NORTHERN  ONTARIO 

THUNDER  BAY:  You  are  under  30,  straight  appear- 
ance, enjoy  the  occasional  night  out  for  supper, 
show,  lounge.  I  enjoy  conversation  with  knowledge- 
able younger  set  over  drinks  in  quiet  setting.  What 
comes  later  depends  upon  you,  but  you  will  not  be  dis- 
appointed. Write  soon.  Tell  me  about  yourself.  Photo 
appreciated.  Drawer  E463. 

SIMCOE  COUNTY  Masculine  male  couple  42,  44, 
6'2"  1 80  lbs  seeks  other  singles,  couples  for  intelligent 
conversation  and  sharing  discreet  and  sincerity 
friendship.  Drawer  E682. 

BLOND  MILITARY  MAN  in  20s,  190  lbs  seeks  white 
male  21-35  bi  or  gay,  military  and  married  welcome. 
French  or  American  preferred.  Write  with  photo  to 
Box  873,  Barrie,  Ont,  L4M  E6Y. 


ONTARIO 


GWM,  35,  5'10"  175  lbs,  brown  hair,  reddish  body 
hair,  muscular  build,  masculine,  easy-going  country 
type,  very  horny,  well-hung.  Enjoy  quiet  times, 
music,  little  drink  and  smoke,  mutual  J/O.  Seek 
straight-looking,  easy-going  younger  male  or  couples 
for  good  times.  Have  country  home.  Let's  hear  from 
guys  in  central  and  eastern  Ontario.  Can  travel. 
Photo  and  phone  appreciated .  Hope  to  hear  from  you 
soon.  Drawer  E001. 

GAY  MALE,  32, 5  '5",  wishes  to  meet  college /univer- 
sity jocks,  GQ  types  with  boyish  good  looks  who  are 
masculine  but  love  intimate  moments,  good  music 
and  food.  Love  to  cuddle  with  someone  who  is  strong 
but  affectionate  with  passionate  embraces  for  long, 
steamy  love  sessions.  If  you  are  not  a  jock  but  just  a 
handsome,  caring  young  guy  wanting  to  make  a  new 
friend,  let  me  know.  I  like  photography,  cooking, 
good  wine,  flea  markets,  eating  popcorn  while  watch- 
ing old  movies  on  rainy  days,  gay  videos  and  especial- 
ly the  feel  of  someone  lying  beside  me  in  bed.  Come  on 
guys  from  Kingston/Ottawa.  Let's  get  together  and 
compare  tan  lines.  Photo  /phone  appreciated,  photos 
returned  on  request.  Drawer  E642. 

DEMANDING,  WELL-BUILT  30s  master  requires 
slaves  for  S&M,  B&D  sessions.  W/S,  C&BT,  etc.  Ex- 
pand your  limits  scum.  On  your  knees  and  write 
detailed  letter  with  photo  now!  Niagara  peninsula. 
Drawer  E634. 

SOUTHERN  ONTARIO        ~ 

LONELY,  LOOKING  FOR  FRIENDS  and  a  lover. 
Tired  of  bar  scene.  If  you  are  looking  for  a  friend  or 
lover,  I  would  like  to  hear  from  you.  I  am  25,  brown 
hair,  blue  eyes.  I  have  a  lot  of  love  to  give  to  that  right 
person.  I  enjoy  cooking,  plants,  quiet  times  at  home 
and  good  friends.  I  live  in  Chatham,  Ont.  Like  to  hear 
from  anyone.  Drawer  E649. 

SOUTHWESTERN  ONTARIO 
35,  LOOKS  AND  ACTS  younger,  looking  for  friend 
around  same  age  in  Grey-Bruce  area.  Sincere  and  car- 
ing. Enjoy  nights  out  with  good  friends.  Photo  and 
phone  gets  fast  reply.  Have  car  will  travel.  Drawer 
E545. 

NEW  TO  AREA.  24  years,  fairly  goodlooking,  seeks 
friends  for  fun,  etc.  Travel  to  Toronto  for  the  occa- 
sional weekend.  Recent  photo  and  phone  ensures  re- 
ply. Drawer  E606. 

GAY  MALE,  25, 5'  11 "  1 50  lbs,  seeks  master  for  long, 
hot,  sweaty  sessions.  London  to  Windsor  area. 
Drawer  E612. 

PROFESSIONAL  GWM,  38,  5*1 1**  175  lbs,  virile, 
secure,  love  arts,  travelling,  active,  healthy,  looking 
for  friends,  lover  21-35.  Slim.  Can  help  financially. 
Phone  required.  Discreet.  London,  Toronto,  else- 
where. Drawer  E609. 

HAMILTON  BURLINGTON  OAKVILLE 

TALL,  DARK,  ATTRACTIVE  WM,  33,  well  hung 
with  a  muscular  athlete's  build  seeks  a  trim  to  thin 
partner  to  same  age.  I  am  straight  looking  and  acting, 
travel  frequently  to  the  above  areas  and  am  looking 
for  a  clean,  hot  and  horny  buddy  for  mutually  en- 
joyable sessions.  Discretion  assured  and  expected. 
Photo  appreciated  and  returned.  Drawer  E691. 

BLACK  TOPMAN  WANTED 

W/M,  44,  GOOD-LOOK  INC.  masculine,  with  hot 
mouth  and  ass.  Love  leather  and  hot  action  from 
heavy  hung  black  studs.  Drawer  E64I. 

EASTERN  ONTARIO 


RESPONSIBLE  GWM  48  years,  6  ft  225  lbs  enjoys 
dining  out,  good  times,  seeks  1 8-22  year-old  forocca- 


WELCOME  TO  TBP  CLASSIFIEDS 

Gay  people  out  to  meet  other  gay  people,  right  across  Canada  and  beyond  our  borders  too. 

COST 

Just  35<p  per  word,  minimum  charge  $7.00.  Business  ads:  70$  per  word,  minimum  charge  $14.00,  or  call 
3646320  for  reasonable  display  advertising  rates. 

YOU  CAN  SAVE  IF  YOU  SUBSCRIBE 

Body  Politic  subscribers:  you  can  deduct  $1.00  from  the  cost  of  your  ad. 

YOU  CAN  SAVE  IF  YOU  REPEAT  YOUR  AD 

Ourdiscount  system:  15%  off  for2 runs, 20%  off  for3to4 runs, 25%  off  for5to9 runs, and 30%  foMOrunsor 
more. 

CONDITIONS 

All  ads  should  be  fully  prepaid  by  cheque,  money  order  or  charge  card,  and  mailed  to  arrive  before  the  adver- 
tised deadline.  Late  ads  will  be  held  over  for  the  following  issue,  unless  you  instruct  otherwise. 

We  cannot  accept  ads  over  the  telephone. 

If  you  do  not  wish  to  print  your  address  or  phone  number,  you  can  request  a  drawer  number.  We  will  for- 
ward replies  to  you  twice  a  week  in  a  plain  envelope.  This  service  costs  $4.00  per  ad  per  issue. 

Replies  to  your  drawer  cannot  be  picked  up  at  our  office. 

Gay  sex  is  still  illegal  if  either  or  both  parties  are  under21,  or  if  more  than  2  people  are  involved,  regardless 
of  their  ages.  Please  word  your  ad  accordingly.  We  reserve  the  right  to  alter  or  refuse  any  ad. 

Remember,  too,  that  your  ad  is  reaching  other  people,  not  just  a  box  number.  So  it  is  smart  to  be  positive 
about  yourself,  not  insulting  to  others.  We  will  edit  out  phrases  like  "no  blacks"  or  "no  fats  or  ferns." 


Postage  here 


Drawer. 


TBP  CLASSIFIEDS 
Box  7289,  Station  A 
Toronto.  ON  M5W  1X9 


ANSWERING  AN  AD? 

No  charge.  Put  your  reply  in  an  envelope  and  address  it  as  in  the 

diagram.  Be  sure  the  drawer  number  is  on  the  outside  of  the  envelope. 

Office  staff  do  not  open  mail  addressed  to  a  drawer. 

HOW  TO  DO  IT 

Write  one  word  per  box.  The  amount  in  the  box  when  you  finish  is  the  basic  cost  of  your  ad,  but  please  be 

sure  to  add  in  the  cost  of  a  special  head  if  you  choose  one.  Mail  your  ad  along  with  your  payment  to  us 

here  at:  TBP  CLASSIFIEDS,  Box  7289,  Station  A,  Toronto,  ON  M5W  1X9. 


BOLD  (Max  30  characters)»» 

STANDOUT(Max  20  characters)»» 

GRABBER  (Max  15  characters)»» 

SPECIAL  HEADINGS 

Choose  one  of  the  headings  above, 
and  your  ad  will  practically  jump  off 
the  page.  See  the  examples  below 
to  decide  which  one  is  best  for  you. 


First,  and  cheapest:  BOLD! 
For  just  $5.00,  you  get  up  to  30 
characters  of  bold  type  to  head  off 
your  ad.  Here  are  a  few  examples: 


MEET  ME  IN  ST  LOUIS 
OR  EVEN  DOWNTOWN  Toronto  would  do.  I'm 
looking  for  the  great-looking  guy  in  the  Speedo 
bathing  suit  who  ran  out  of  Chaps  last  Wednesday. 
Call  me  at  591-7693. 

AFFECTIONATE  GUY  SEEKS  SAME 

I'M  LOOKING  FOR  a  man  who'll  give  me  all  the  lov- 
ing I  need,  and  who  can  take  all  the  loving  I  have  to 
give.  Write  Drawer  DXXX. 


Even  better:  STANDOUT! 
Up  to  20  characters  for  just  $10.00! 
Check  out  these  examples  to  see 
how  your  ad  would  look: 


HOT  BUNS,  EAGER  LIPS 

GWM,  36,  5' 10"  155  lbs,  would  like  to  service  you  in 
every  way  possible.  Have  great  ass  and  great  techni- 
que.  Drawer  EXXX. 

CABBAGETOWN  APT 

MAN  HAS  APT  TO  SHARE  in  quiet  section  of  Cab- 
bagetown  near  TTC  and  shopping.  All  utilities,  own 
room,  non-smoker.  $300/month.  Call  666-3223. 


And  for  tops  in  attention-getting: 

GRABBER! 

An  extra  $15.00  over  the  basic  cost 

of  your  ad  buys  you  up  to  15  charact 

ers  that  will  spotlight  your  message. 

Check  out  these  examples: 


SLAVE  WANTED 

MASTER,  39,  MERCILESS,  seek-,  dtvc  who  is  will- 
ing to  surrender  his  all  Limits  respected.  Drawer 
DYYY. 


Write  the  text  of  your  ad  be 

ow,  one  word  per  box. 
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$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7.35 

$7.70 

$8.05 

$8.40 

$8.75 

$9.10 

$9.45 

$9.80 

$10.15 

$10.50 

$10.85 

$11.20 

$11.55 

$11.90 

$12.25 

$12.60 

$12.95 

$13.30 

$13.65 

$14.00 

$14.35 

$14.70 

$15.05 

$15.40 

$15.75 

$16.10 

$16.45 

$16.80 

$17.15 

$17.50 

$17.85 

$18.20 

$18.55 

$18.90 

$1955 

$19.60 

$19.95 

$20.30 

$20.65 

$21.00 

$21.35 

$21.70 

$22.05 

$22.40 

$22.75 

More  to  say?  Just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper,  at  a  cost  of  35c  per  word. 
Business  ads:  70<t  per  word. 

□  CostofadS timesnumber ofruns  $ 

HEADINGS 

□  BOLD  ($5.00  times  number ofruns) 

□  STANDOUT  ($10.00  times  number  ofruns) 

□  GRABBER  ($15.00  times  number  _      ofruns) 
Total  cost  of  ad  before  discounts 

DISCOUNTS 

□  Two  runs.  Deduct  15% 

□  Three  or  four  runs.  Deduct  20% 
D  Five  to  nine  runs.  Deduct  25% 
D  Ten  runs.  Deduct  30% 

I  am  a  subscriber.  I  can  deduct  $1.00. 

DRAWER  SERVICE 

□  Please  assign  number  and  forward  replies. 
I  enclose  $4.00  per  ad  per  issue. 

SUBSCRIBE! 

I  want  to  subscribe. 

(Add  subscription  cost  to  subtotal.) 

DEADLINE  FOR  THE  NOVEMBER  ISSUE:  5  PM,  THURSDAY,  OCTOBER  11 


$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 

-$ 
-$ 
-$ 
-$ 
-$ 

Subtotal  $ 

1.00 

$ 
Subtotal  $ 

Canada             $ 

18.95  CN 

International    $ 

18  95  US 

Total  enclosed  $ 

CAR  FOR  SALE 

1980  RABBIT,  good  condition,  blue,  |utl  driven  oc- 
casionallylo  the  bars,  askingS?,  OOOorbcst  offer  (  .ill 
James.  944-3214. 


Name 
Address 
City 
Province 


Code 


Cheque/money  order  enclosed 
Charge  my       Visa       Mastercharge 

Card  number 

Expiry  date 


Clip  this  form  and  mail  it  with  payment  to:  TBP  CLASSIFIEDS.  Box  7289.  Station  A, 
Toronto,  ON  M5W 1X9  Dji3 
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euro 


Being  your  slave 

What  should  I  do. 

But  tend 

Upon  the  hours  and 

Times  of  your  desire? 

—Shakespeare 


...comfortable  &  soft,  constructed  of 
nylon  parachute  webbing  &  velcro.  Vel- 
cro  mates  to  bond  cuff.  A  very  special 
gift,  or  for  your  own  intimate  play. 


Available  plain  or  pretty,  trimmed  with 
hearts  &  lace,  in  red,  black,  or  blue.  Set  of 
f  our  ( 2  ankle  &  2  wrist  cuffs ).  Send  $34.95 
plus  S3.00  postage  and  tax,  cheque  or 
money  order,  payable  to  P  M  Enterprises, 
Suite  030-131,  65  Front  St.  W.  Toronto, 
ON.  M5J  1E6. 
Specify  desired  colour,  &  plain  or  pretty. 


Pleasure  and  privacy  guaranteed. 


MENS  FASHION  SWIMWEAR 

one  forM  or  two  for  $17.00 


fuitra-Violet 
-Red 

Burnt-Orange 

Navy 

Sand 


T 


style  301 


Dk.     Brown 
Turquoise  ,, 

4  Royal     Blue 

/White 
Black 


style  308 


23%  LYCRA 
Sizes  Sm  I28-30)  Med  (31  33)  Lg  (34  36) 


301 


O'y.      Size      Colour 


308 


Oty.     Size       Colour 


second  choice  colour 


second  choice  colour 


plus  $2  00  lor  shipping  and  handling 
Fla  residents  include  slate  sales  lax 
TOTAL  ORDERS ' 
Sony  noC  O  D  s 


3  Check  _j Money  Order 

•  Money  Order  immediate  delivery 

WHOLESALE  INQUIRIES  WELCOME 


^CMASinc 


PO    BOX  9251     PEMBROKe  PIMES.  FLA,  55084  9251 
to  avoid  delay,  please  print 


NAME 


ADDRESS. 
CITY  

ZIP 


STATE 


PHONE( 


allow  4  to  6  weeks  delivery 


montgomenn 
Leathers 


Box  161,  Agincourt 

(Toronto),  Ontario, 

Canada  M1S3B6 


Visa,  Chargex  or  Mastercard 
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xaccu-jao 

ALSO  AVAILABLE  ACCU-JAC  II  895.00$^ 

The  original  ACCU-JAC  electronic  masturbator  never  has  a 
headache.  It  provides  simultaneous  suction  and  masturbation  with 
variable  speed  control   that's  sure  to  please. 
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sional  weekends.  Discretion  assured.  Photo  and 
phone  number.  Drawer  E674. 

DOMINANT  MASTER 

WM,  5' 10"  170  lbs  requires  slave  who  responds  well 
to  strap,  crops  and  other  discipline.  Prefer  submissive 
ass-eating  blond  who  finds  ecstasy  in  being  naked, 
bound  and  licking  my  boots.  Write  with  photo  and 
phone.  Drawer  E602. 

PETERBOROUGH 

YOUNG-LOOKING  Chinese,  cute,  seeks  sincere, 
slim  or  masculine  guy  for  one-to-one  relationship .  Let 
us  explore  the  future!  Peterborough  area.  Drawer 
E526. 


KINGSTON 


BOTTOMLESS  THROAT  WANTS  BIG  STUDS 

GWM,  5'10"  119  lbs,  would  like  huge  stud  with  big 
nuts  for  good  times  and  long  nights  in  cold  and  hot 
weather.  Just  out  of  the  pen  and  want  "big"  men. 
Gordon  Guitard  (9814),  Box  880,  Kingston,  Ont 
K7L  4X9. 

1  07  KINGSTON  AND  AREA 

A  NEW  CLUB  is  forming  for  gay  people  interested  in 
the  outdoors.  If  you  would  be  interested  in  joining 
others  for  camping  weekends,  hiking,  canoeing,  cycl- 
ing, skiing,  etc,  now's  your  chance  to  get  in  at  the 
beginning.  If  you  are  interested  in  finding  out  more 
write  to  Out  and  Out  Toronto,  Box  331,  Station  F, 
Toronto,  Ontario  M4Y  2L7. 


OTTAWA 


J  O  ANYONE?  Sensuous  male,  35,  5'9"  135,  9", 
moustache,  black  hair,  seeks  hot  guy  for  long-lasting 
good  times.  Exhibitionism,  pictures,  verbal  scenes, 
mansmell,  saliva,  poppers,  boots,  W/S  etc.  Discre- 
tion assured.  Send  picture  and  details  to  Toni,  P  O 
Box  25,  Station  A,  Ottawa,  Ont,  KIN  8V1. 

MARRIED  MALE,  35,  5'6"  140  lbs  seeks  discreet 
companion,  20-40.  PO  Box  14,  Station  A,  Oshawa, 
Ont.  L1H7K8. 


TORONTO 


VERY  GOODLOOKING,  passive-natured  man,  32, 
who  has  more  on  his  mind  than  being  gay  wishes  to 
meet  a  warm,  genuine,  masculine  guy  who  like  myself 
has  a  lot  of  love  to  give,  to  explore  the  possibility  of  a 
long-term  relationship.  I  have  old-fashioned  morals 
and  still  believe  that  two  guys  can  share  a  monogam- 
ous relationship.  Drawer  E657. 

YOUNGER  ORIENTAL  FRIEND 

TO  ENJOY  A  VARIETY  of  activities  in  the  city  and 
at  home.  Discover  new  places  to  explore,  far  and 
near.  Enjoy  each  other's  company  and  affection,  to 
develop  this  new  friendship  into  a  positive  relation- 
ship. I'm  45,  5'  10"  masculine  and  clean-shaven 
English /Canadian  professional.  If  these  ideas  appeal 
to  you,  write  now.  Photo  and  phone  appreciated. 
Drawer  E635. 

BLACK  GUYS  -  GWM  couple,  30s,  bearded,  look 
for  evening  get-togethers.  Letter  with  description, 
likes,  dislikes,  photo  if  possible  and  phone.  Drawer 
E654. 

GWM  COUPLE  35, 40,  DK,  bearded,  attractive,  ver- 
satile. Wish  to  meet  guys  approx.  same  age  for  fun 
times  during  those  cold  winter  months  ahead.  Varied 
interests.  Reply  with  description,  interests,  photo  if 
possible  and  phone.  Drawer  E653. 

GWM,  30,  BLOND  165  lbs,  5' 11"  jeans  and  leather 
jacket,  seeks  male  under  22  into  jeans,  leather,  hot 
sex,  partying  and  if  possible  love  and  relationship.  So 
all  you  goodlooking  young  guys,  send  me  a  recent  pic 
complete  with  heated  letter  and  phone  number. 
Drawer  E633. 

GWM,  22,  6'4"  185  lbs  seeks  well-hung  hot  and  hor- 
ny male  to  27.  I  love  sucking  and  being  sucked. 
Drawer  E637. 

NOVICE  SLAVE,  32,  seeks  dominant,  masculine 
men  25-35  for  complete  domination.  I'm  white,  5'  10" 
155  lbs,  blue  eyes,  brown  hair,  moustache  and  good- 
looking.  I'm  somewhat  shy  at  first  but  have  a  nice  per- 
sonality and  very  easy  to  get  to  know.  I  seek  someone 
who  will  respect  my  limited  experience.  I'm  not  into 
FF,  scat  or  pain.  Relationship  very  possible.  Drawer 
E6S6. 

VERY  ATTRACTIVE  BI  WM,  masculine  straight 
appearance,  38,  6',  loves  wearing  erotic  lingerie,  in- 
ventive B/D  and  mild  S/M,  seeks  select  TVs,  singles 
or  couples  of  similar  persuasion  for  mutual  ecstasy. 
Descriptive  letter,  phone  and  photo  if  possible. 
Drawer  E6S8. 

THIS  GUN  IS  FOR  HIRE 

CAN'T  START  FIRE  without  spark:  attractive,  in- 
telligent, professional  GWM,  40,  living  healthy  life 
style,  wants  hot,  fit  partner  for  significant  gay  rela- 
tionship. Must  be  mature,  warm,  fun,  caring,  35-45. 
Let 's  get  together  and  ignite  that  spark .  Drawer  E659. 

PROFESSIONAL  GWM,  38,  190  lbs,  6'4",  seeks 
young  man  over  21  for  hot  times.  I  am  into  most 
things  and  love  spanking.  Discretion  assured  and  ex- 
pected. Drawer  E162. 

COUPLE,  MALE,  in  mid-thirties,  with  cottage  on 
water  in  Muskoka  region,  would  like  to  meet  other 
cottagers  or  local  gays  for  weekend  socializing. 
Drawer  E554. 

LOOKING  FOR  AN  HONEST,  affectionate  gay 
male,  preferably  Portuguese  or  Italian,  for  a  mate  or 
companion.  I'm  masculine,  31,  5'7"  138  lbs.  Send 
your  photo,  phone  number  to  guarantee  response. 
Discretion  assured.  Drawer  E535. 

BODY-BUILDER  and  karate  gay,  very  attractive, 
professional,  sincere,  independent,  seeks  slim,  dis- 
creet gay  man  20-35.  Not  into  bar  and  public  scene.  I 
know  that  you  are  somewhere.  I'm  31,  5'7"  138  lbs. 
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Send  photo/phone  number  to  guarantee  reply. 
Drawer  E536. 

PROFESSIONAL  GWM  38,  hairy  chest,  5' 10"  150 
lbs,  looking  for  a  man  to  share  a  relationship,  mutual- 
ly stimulating  emotionally,  intellectually,  and  physi- 
cally. Theatre,  reading,  skiing,  outdoors,  music,  sun- 
bathing, travel  are  some  of  my  interests.  Discretion 
assured.  Let's  meet.  Drawer  E522. 

TV/TS  MISTRESS  required  by  tall,  trim,  masculine 
bi-male,  46.  You  are  extrovertly  attractive  and  prefer- 
ably pass  in  public.  You  will  be  treated  as  a  lady  with 
warmth  and  sensual  attention.  Discretion  and  no- 
pressure  enjoyment  assured.  Photo  and  phone  appre- 
ciated. Drawer  E523. 

SEX  SLAVE 

HOT  YOUNG  submissive  male  has  need  to  service 
one  or  more  masters  into  B/D,  light  S/M,  V/A.  Tell 
me  how  you  want  to  use  me,  Sir!  Photo  appreciated. 
Drawer  E527. 

UNIFORM/BUSINESS  SUIT 

GWM  30,  blond,  blue  eyes,  hot  buns,  wants  well- 
hung  studs  in  uniform  or  business  suit.  Into  desk-top 
action  or  related  activities.  Your  photo  gets  mine. 
Drawer  ES48. 

BOXERS/FIGHTERS  WANTED 

GWM  38,  6'  155  lbs,  trains  regularly,  experienced, 
looking  for  opponents.  State  your  terms.  Exchange 
photos,  details.  Discretion  assured.  Drawer  E550. 

NEED  PHOTOS  OF  YOURSELF? 

Head  shots,  nudes,  negatives  returned.  Phone  studio 
532-4380.  Inquiries  welcome,  inexpensive. 

MAN  FOR  ALL  SEASONS  -  Tall,  slim  male  (32)  with 
athletic  swimmer's  physique,  generously  endowed, 
great  buns,  light  body  hair,  blue  eyes,  clean  cut 
beautiful  body.  Am  extremely  clean,  well-mannered, 
educated,  discreet  and  caring.  Expect  comparable  at- 
tributes in  other.  Must  be  well-adjusted,  mature- 
minded,  non-promiscuous.  Preferably  (26-38). 
Should  be  equally  transported  emotionally  by  fine 
ballet  and  symphonic  performances  or  the  call  of  a 
loon  while  canoeing.  Object:  caring  companionship 
and  beautiful  tender  moments  together.  Phone 
number,  honest,  candid  letter  about  yourself  guaran- 
tees reply.  Photo  appreciated  and  returned.  Thank 
you.  Hugs!  Drawer  E646. 

NORMAL,  ATHLETIC,  LIKEABLE,  smart, 
goodlooking  GWM,  24,  brown,  blue,  6'3"  200  lbs, 
wants  to  meet  a  similar  guy  with  whom  I  can  work  out 
at  the  YMCA,  go  to  movies,  have  sex,  go  running, 
share  apartment,  hang  around,  philosophize,  go  on 
weekend  trips,  fall  in  love,  or  any  combination  of 
these.  Please  reply  with  a  description  of  yourself  and 
photo  if  possible.  Drawer  E647. 

ARE  YOU  A  MAN  whose  ego  hangs  between  his 
legs?  Do  you  have  a  put-together  body  to  match  your 
ego?  Do  you  seek  regular  and  expert  body  worship 
and  head  service  from  a  guy  who  has  total  apprecia- 
tion of  the  male  animal  and  doesn't  require  recipro- 
cation? Looks  and  age  are  not  important.  Body  and 
attitude  are  not  important .  Writer  is  a  masculine,  very 
good-looking,  clean-cut  type,  blond  of  36.  160  lbs  on 
a  5x  1 1  well-exercised  frame  who  can  cater  to  your  fan- 
tasies and  help  you  walk  with  the  Gods.  Able  to  stimu- 
late and  deeply  appreciate  your  needs.  Free  spirited 
and  concious  of  the  masculine  ego.  Photo  and  phone 
for  immediate  response.  Total  discretion  assured. 
Drawer  E643. 


GWM  seeks  same 
GWF  seeks  same 

Classified  shorthand  lets  you  say  a  lot  in  a  little 

space,  but  it  can  leave  you  saying  things  you  may 

not  mean.  If  you're  a  Gay  White  Male  or  a  Gay  White 

Female  and  if  race  doesn't  matter,  don't  limit  your 

options.  Use  your  own  words  to  say  what  you  want 

and  you'll  get  results! 


GAY  MALE  COUPLE,  young-looking  49,  tall  and 
slim,  sincere,  versatile.  Interests:  music,  ballet,  read- 
ing, gardening,  home  life.  Seeks  other  male  couples 
and  singles  for  friendship  and  good  times.  Must  be 
sincere  -  no  one-nighters.  Please  send  detailed  letter, 
photo  and  phone.  Drawer  E640. 

YOUNG  MAN,  28,  fun-loving,  sensitive  and  true, 
green  eyes,  Celtic  good  looks,  seeks  burly,  artistic 
"mountain  man"  with  big,  big  beard  and  bigger 
heart.  Age  unimportant.  Drawer  E369. 

EX-COP,  GWM,  36,  6',  175  lbs,  seeks  one  special 
clean-cut,  uncut  masculine  man  for  hot  and  good 
times.  Butch  masculine  attitude  and  photo  gets  mine. 
Let's  go  for  it!  Drawer  E561. 

"HARD"  DAY  AT  THE  OFFICE? 

ATTRACTIVE,  MASCULINE,  VERY  HORNY 
businessmen  sought  who  really  appreciate  regular, 
good  head  on  your  way  home  from  the  office.  No 
need  even  to  undress.  5'8",  slim,  masculine,  straight- 
appearing,  clean,  trim  black  beard /moustache,  good- 
looking,  warm  hungry  mouth.  Ethnic,  social  back- 
ground unimportant.  Prefer  clean,  discreet,  under  45 
years.  Must  be  cut.  Social  connotations  not  request- 
ed. Phone  number,  first  name  only.  Imaginative,  en- 
joy erotic,  also.  Phone  calls.  Facial  hair  big  plus. 
Drawer  E61 3. 

GAY  MALE  MAGIC  pagan  seeks  others.  Not  a  sex 
ad.  (tho  I'm  not  celibate  either...)  Please  note  distinc- 
tion between  "Pagan"  and  "Occult".  Those  actively 
practicing  only,  not  the  merely  curious.  Drawer  E66I, 

GWM  28  YRS  average  appearance,  still  finding  it 
hard  to  meet  guys  in  the  bars,  so  I  don't  go  anymore. 
Seeks  25-35  year-old  male,  married  type.  All  replies 
answered.  Drawer  E662. 

SOMEWHERE  OUT  THERE  is  a  quiet,  shy.  kind. 


loving  guy  23-45  who  likes  music,  opera,  theatre, 
travel  and  who  is  also  into  theology.  Maybe  you're 
Jewish  or  Christian.  I'm  32  and  I'm  sad  because  I 
haven't  met  you  yet.  I'm  loyal  and  kind  and  I'm 
serious  too.  Drawer  E663. 

HOT  YOUNG  CHINESE  male,  23,  slim,  nice  look- 
ing,  good  technique,  with  eager  smooth  ass  in  need  of 
a  good  fucking  once  a  week  by  the  hard  cock  of  a 
strong,  active  masculine  top  man  to  33.  Drawer  E664. 

MASCULINE  GAY  MALE  COUPLE  in  40s,  clean, 
straight  looking  and  acting  seek  same  for  friendship 
and  good  times.  Out  of  towners  welcome.  Discretion 
assured  and  expected.  Brief  description  and  phone 
number  appreciated.  Drawer  E667. 

WHERE  IS  MY  MAN? 

BROWN  FRIEND  SOUGHT  by  GWM.  Hirsute  ad- 
ditional attraction.  Me?  45,  5' 10".  Many  interests, 
one  night  stands  excluded.  You?  My  age  or  younger 
and  serious  about  this.  Let's  communicate.  Drawer 
E668. 

HOT  LEATHER  ACTION 

BIKER,  early  thirties,  bearded,  young  mind.  New 
music,  playroom  downtown.  Versatile.  Toke.  Studd- 
ed leathermen  and  punk  rockers  in  chains  wanted. 
Photo  if  possible.  Drawer  E669. 

GOOD  LOOKING  moustache  guy,  hairy  body, 
chunky  build,  5'10",  170  lbs,  seeks  another 
moustache  guy  for  fun  times  together.  Permanent 
relationship  for  right  guy.  Own  place.  Likes  -classical 
music,  leather,  moustaches.  Hates-pop  music, 
wimps,  one-nighters.  Drawer  E670. 

MALE,  40s,  seeks  friend  30-70  any  race,  for  friend- 
ship and  sensuous,  erotic  j  /o  sessions  together.  Please 
write  with  phone  number.  Drawer  E671. 

AFFECTIONATE  ORIENTAL  FRIEND 

WARM,  SINCERE,  Oriental  male  sought  by  good- 
looking  mid-30s  guy.  Interests  include  films,  music, 
travel.  Reply  with  letter  and  phone /photo,  if 
available.  Drawer  E672. 

HOT  COLLEGE  STUDENT 

GBM,  22,  5'9",  well  developed,  attractive,  enjoys 
working  out,  swimming,  movies,  fun  times.  Need 
friendship,  possible  relationship.  Must  be  clean, 
18-25.  Will  answer  all.  Drawer  E673. 

DOMINATE,  FRIENDLY,  masculine  GWM  non- 
smoker  in  40s,  wants  to  stimulate  and  fuck  non- 
competitive, gentle  GWM  with  slim  body  and  firm 
buns.  Me:  a  pleasant  looking  guy  5'10"  165  lbs,  6" 
cock  with  a  good  sense  of  humour.  You:  reality 
oriented  single,  who  isn't  looking  for  a  fantasy  man  or 
coitus  machine.  Let's  enjoy  my  sexiness  and  energy. 
No  box  number  please.  Pax.  Drawer  E675. 

FIRST  CLASS  SEAT  to  life  long  relationship  via 
commitment,  loyalty,  mutual  support,  freedom, 
togetherness  available  for  emotionally,  physically 
and  socially  well  together  man.  I  am  35,  responsible, 
honest,  reel  and  can  enjoy  most  everything  from  a 
morning  kiss  to  an  occasional  trip  on  the  moon .  Tired 
of  getting  the  fuzzy  end  of  the  lollipop?  Try  me,  I  am  a 
decent  man  to  catch.  Drawer  E676. 

HEPATITIS  CARRIER 

HANDSOME,  TALL,  lean,  muscular,  bright  profes- 
sional male,  into  fitness  (ie.  weightlifting,  swimming, 
bicycling,  squash)  looking  for  a  special  guy  (25-35) 
who  is  "safe"  or  in  similar  situation  for  warm,  active, 
sexy,  challenging,  ongoing  relationship.  928-9014. 

MUSICIANS 

I  AM  AN  AMATEUR  PIANIST  who  would  enjoy 
the  company  of  other  musicians.  I  play  regular 
recitals  with  friends  and  especially  love  chamber 
music.  Do  drop  me  a  line  if  you  would  like  to  listen  to 
or  play  music  with  me.  Michael.  Drawer  E678. 

GWM.  My  "straight"  friends  are  beginning  to  be  a 
drag  socially,  and  being  alone  like  that  is  no  fun.  I'd 
like  to  have  at  least  one  close  friend  who's  not  into 
one-nighters  and  under  25.  Photo  appreciated. 
Drawer  E679. 

STABLE  MAN,  30,  quiet,  conservative,  considerate, 
with  a  sense  of  humour  and  discretion .  Enjoys  dining, 
movies,  theatre  and  is  fed  up  with  the  frustration  of 
the  bars.  Seeks  clear-headed  professional  man  30-40, 
with  similar  interests  who  wants  a  friend  not  only  a  sex 
partner  and  who  is  willing  to  work  for  the  friendship. 
Drawer  E680. 

GAY  TRANSVESTITE  would  like  to  meet  same  and 
others  for  mutual  enjoyment.  Write:  Boxholder,  PO 
Box  1293,  Stn  A,  Toronto  ON  M5W  1G7. 

GIVEMEATRY! 

GWM,  BLOND,  MASCULINE,  38, 6'  170 lbs,  seeks 
fun  friend  21-40.  Interests  include  cuddling,  VCR, 
toys,  fantasy  and/or  stimulants.  Let's  get  together. 
Drawer  E601. 

MERELY  MORTAL  GWM  seeks  imperfect  mate. 
Me:  39,  5' 10"  160  lbs,  accidentally  good-looking,  in- 
cidentally professional,  modestly  creative,  sporadic- 
ally intellectual,  arguably  hyper,  gently  paranoid, 
predictably  horny  and  periodically  filthy.  Hates 
pretension,  falsehood  and  sleeping  alone.  Loves  a 
tough  mind,  tenacious  spirit  and  tight  bod.  You: 
25-45,  kind,  warm  and  emotionally  available,  with  a 
sense  of  humour  and  a  telephone  number.  Drawer 

E600. 

MASCULINE  HAIRY  MEN  TURN  ME  ON 
GWM  24,  5*10"  155  lbs,  dirty  blond  hair,  would  love 
to  meet  "Tom  Selleck"  lookalike.  Send  photo  and 
phone.  Thanks!  Drawer  fr.681. 

AFFECTIONATE.    37.   NON     SMOKER,   hung, 

athletic,  trim,  enjoys  cycling,  outdoors,  music. 
theatre  etc. .  .seeks  sincere  friend  (preferably  younger) 
whose  interests  exclude  bars  Photo  k<-',s  surc  answer. 
Box  7303.  Station  A.  I  oronlo  M5 W   I  Xs> 

NOVICE  SLAVE 
OOODI  COKING  24  year-old  blond  male  will  do 
anvlhing  for  a  master  with  bi«  ( hijjhs,  kills  .ind  a  big 


VANCOUVER  YOUR  HOME? 


Then  you  can  pick  up  The  Body  Politic  at  one  of  these  convenient  stores. 

Octopus  Books,  11 46  Commercial 

Denman  Market.  940  Denman 

Book  Warehouse,  632  W  Broadway 

Ricardo's  Market,  991  Denman 

Universal  Newsstand,  132  E  Hastings 

Chris  Grocery,  1063  Denman 

Reading  Centre.  621  W  Pender 

Denman  Grocery,  1080  Denman 

Manhattan  Books,  1081  Robson 

English  Bay  Book  Co,  102- 1 184  Denman 

European  News,  11 36  Robson 

VIP  News,  2440  Granville  St 

Little  Sisters  Books,  1221  Thurlow 

Mayfair  News.  1515  W  Broadway 

Daily  Foods,  1212  Robson 

Octopus  Books,  2250  W4th  Ave 

Robson  Supermarket,  1204  Robson 

Ariel  Books,  2766  W  4th  Ave 

Waydel  Enterprise,  1 139  Davie 

Sangs,  731  Davie 

Discovery  Books,  1206  Davie 

Vancouver  Block,  742  Granville  St 

BC  Supermarket,  1518  Robson 

Castle  Tobacco.  750  Granville 

Sunset  Books,  1795  Robson 

Jack  &  Jill  Superette.  3026  Mountain  Hwy 

THE  TOOLBOX 

AT  18  EASTERN  AVE.,  TORONTO 

869-9294 

Mon-Fri:  5  pm • 1  am  Sat:  Noon    1  am  Sun:  Noon  - 11  pm 

Thursday  is  Club  Night... 

Saturdays:  Free  pool  until  4  pm... 

Happy  Hour  daily:  Beer  $1.25... 

Dinner  every  night,  5-10  pm,  from  $2.50 

$3.95  Sunday  Brunch,  noon  -  3  pm 
where  real  men  do  eat  quiche! 

Where  the  men  come  to  play 


9  Isabella  St..  Toronto. Canada  (416)921-3012 
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Certified  Cheque  or  Money 
Order  payable  to 
STALLION  VIDEO  INC. 
Dept   226 

810  West  Broadway  Street 
Vancouver.  BC   V5Z  4C9 


NAME 
ADDRESS 


CITY 


PROVINCE 


POSTAL  CODE 

FORMAT: 

SIGNED 


n   VHS     or     n   BETA 


(21  YEARS  ANDOVER) 


TOTAL  PRICE  OF  MOVIES  IN 
NEW  RELEASE  SECTION 
(CONSULT  PRICE  SCHEDULE) 

TOTAL  PRICE  OF  TOP  40 
ANNIVERSARY  SPECIALS 
(CONSULT  PRICE  SCHEDULE) 

B.C.  Residents  Add  7%  Sales  Tax 

Shipping  and  Handling  $3.50  Per  Tape 

TOTAL  PRICE  INCLUDING  SHIPPING 


FREE 


(STALLION  IS  A  FOUNDING  MEMBER  OF  THE  GREATER  VANCOUVER  BUSINESS  ASSOCIATION.)    PLEASE  ALLOW  21  DAYS  FOR  DELIVERY  AFTER  RECEIPT  OF  ORDER. 
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ScanS* 


pres^"5 


2ND  ANNIVERSARY  SALE 

STALLION'S  TOP  40 
HIGH  QUALITY  SPECIAL 


ORDER: 

1  title  at  $37.95,  including  shipping 

2  titles  at  $35.95  each,  including  shipping 

3  or  more  at  only  $32.95  each,  including  shipping 


□  1.  Sailor  in  the  Wild  (1  hr45min) 

□  2.  Gold  Rush  Boys  (90  min,  as  are 

most  titles) 

□  3.  Ail-American  Boys  Frat  House  (90  min) 

□  4.  The  Young  Olympians  (90  min) 

□  5.  Malibu  Days  Big  Bear  Nights  (approx. 

1  hr  45  min  -  new  edition) 

□  6.  Doing  It!  (90  min) 

D  7.  Brother  Load  (90  min) 

□  8.  Men  of  the  Midway  (90  min) 

□  9.  Bad  Bad  Boys  (80  min) 

□  10.  Performance  (90  min) 

□  1 1 .  A  Matter  of  Size  (75  min) 

□  12.  Leo  &  Lance  (90  min) 

□  13.  Cruisin'  57  —  Toby  Ross  (90  min) 

□  14.  Games  (Leo  Ford/AI  Parker) 

□  15.  Best  Little  Warehouse  in  LA.  (90  min) 

□  16.  Printer's  Devils  (90  min) 

□  17.  The  Other  Side  of  Aspen  (1  hr) 

□  18.  Schoolmates  (Toby  Ross) 

□  19.  Men  of  Big  Sur  (60  min) 

□  20.  Skin  Deep  (90  min) 

□  21.  Falconhead  (Michael  Zen -90  min) 

□  22.  Hot  Shots!  Casey  Donovan  (60  min) 
D  23.  Johnny  Harden  &  Friends  (90  min) 

□  24.  Pacific  Coast  Highway  (approx  2  hrs) 

□  25.  The  Boys  of  San  Francisco  (approx  2  hrs) 

□  26.  Hugel  (60  min) 

□  27.  The  Class  of  '84  —  Part  1  (William 

Higgins-90min) 

□  28.  Brothers  Should  Do  It 

□  29.  The  Idol  (75  min) 

□  30.  These  Bases  Are  Loaded  (2  hrs) 

□  31.  Room  Mates  (60  min)  (Kip  Noll) 

□  32.  His  Little  Brother  (Nova  -  60  min) 

□  33.  Dormitory  Daze  (Nova  -  60  min) 

□  34.  All  Tied  Up  (Arch  Brown  -  60  min) 

□  35.  Boys  of  the  Slums  —  Toby  Ross  (90  min) 

□  36.  For  Members  Only!  (80  min) 

□  37.  New  York  City  Pro  —  Leo  Ford  (75  min) 

□  38.  Good  Times  Cuming  (Lance  -  60  min) 

□  39.  The  Diary  —  Toby  Ross 

D  40.  Kept  After  School  -  Nova  (60  min) 


*    * 


TO  ORDER:  Send  this  list  with  the 
order  form  and  receive  our  1985 
illustrated  catalogue,  Volume  3 


cock.  Pin  me  down.  Teach  me  a  few  things.  Drawer 
E683. 

PROFESSIONAL  MALE,  white,  multicultural,  26, 
6'  155  pounds,  new  to  gay  scene,  bright,  ambitious, 
stable,  somewhat  shy,  conservative  looks  and  lifestyle 
(not  into  bars,  etc.)  seeks  male  27-35.  You  are  under 
170  pounds,  healthy,  discreet,  have  conservative 
looks  and  lifestyle,  and,  above  all,  serious  about  a 
relationship.  Would  appreciate  a  letter  with  phone, 
photo  if  possible.  Drawer  E685. 

MALE  28,  145  lbs,  abstainer,  trustworthy,  healthy, 
looking  for  companion,  21-28,  with  accomodations. 
Willing  to  re-locate.  Likes  music,  motorbikes,  travell- 
ing and  especially  likes  the  country.  Please  send 
photo,  phone.  Drawer  E687. 

SLAVE  WANTED.  You  are  docile,  obedient,  sub- 
missive, non-promiscuous,  clean  and  discreet.  You 
must  be  athletic/muscular  or  a  bodybuilder.  Married 
OK.  No  experience  necessary.  Drawer  E690. 

GWM  45  masculine  professional,  sincere,  caring 
5*11"  155  lbs  seeks  young  slender  Arab,  Oriental  or 
Latin  male  for  mutually  honest  and  supportive  rela- 
tionship. Serious  students  OK,  or  working.  Letter, 
photo.  Drawer  E692. 

MUSCLE-WORSHIP,  GWM,  29,  slim,  short,  into 
body-worship,  seeks  muscle  guys  who  need  adulation 
and  respect  for  their  bodies.  Novice  bodybuilders 
who  want  to  try  out  posing  routines  also  welcome. 
Discretion  assured.  Drawer  E594. 

SON  WANTED 

LONELY  WHITE  FATHER,  43,  seeks  son  for  lov- 
ing relationship.  Punks,  streetkids  any  colour 
welcome.  Small  build,  shy  boy  preferred.  533-6236 
evenings. 

ATTRACTIVE  PROFESSIONAL  MAN,  37,  looks 
younger,  5'6"  140  pounds,  masculine,  athletic,  well- 
built,  intelligent,  enjoys  classical  music,  outdoors, 
reading,  movies  seeks  younger  athlete,  body-builder. 
Drawer  E695. 

PROFESSIONAL  TORONTO  GWM  couple  33  and 
35  seeks  professional  gay  male  and  gay  female  couples 
in  Metro  Toronto  and  greater  Buffalo  areas  for  strict- 
ly platonic  friendships.  Drawer  E559. 

GWM,  41,  5'8"  140  lbs,  into  cuddling  and  spanking, 
classical  music,  sense  of  humour,  smart  clothes.  Not 
into  bar  scene,  no  drugs  or  heavy  drinking.  Seeks 
straight  looking,  well  dressed  male  21-25,  mostly  sub- 
missive, discreet.  Photograph  appreciated,  uniform 
welcome  though  not  essential.  Drawer  E666. 

WELL  AGAIN!  I'm  an  art  student  and  I'm  tall  and 
I'm  thin  and  I'm  22  and  I  wear  glasses.  Sometimes  I 
have  curly  hair  and  sometimes  I  don't  and  sometimes 
I  shave  and  sometimes  I  don't.  I  stay  up  late  and 
wander  the  streets  looking  at  guys  and  sometimes  I 
pick  them  up.  Keep  a  nice  kid  off  the  streets.  Write 
Drawer  E500. 


MONTREAL 


MONTREAL  REGION.  Camping-hunting  buddy 
wanted.  I'm  6'2"  167  lbs,  blond,  athletic,  40  years, 
professional,  bi.  Have  very  large,  well-equipped  tent. 
Camp,  hunt  small  game,  September-December, 
northern  Quebec.  Enjoy  excellent  food,  wine;  no 
dope.  Seeking  bi  or  gay  slim,  clean,  athletic,  non- 
hairy,  masculine  guy,  or  a  gal,  under  28,  French  or 
English  speaking,  to  join  me  weekends  camping. 
Hunting  your  option.  Educated,  good  conversation- 
alist essential.  Reply  with  phone  number,  brief  back- 
ground, photo  if  possible,  to  Box  1863,  Stn  B,  Mon- 
treal PQ  H3B  3L4. 

GWM,  20s,  tall,  slight  build,  looking  for  muscles. 
Definition  far  more  important  than  size.  Drawer 
E368. 

CAMPING,  SWIMMING,  BICYCLING,  driving, 
computers,  business,  affectionate,  intelligent,  warm, 
32  years  all  describe  me.  Would  like  to  meet  younger 
males  with  ambition.  Drawer  E386. 


QUEBEC 


ANGLOPHONE  in  Quebec  City  seeks  same  for  com- 
fort and  conversation.  658-4036. 

NEW  BRUNSWICK 

USED  SNEAKERS,  KODIAK  BOOTS 
ATTRACTIVE  GWM,  MASCULINE,  30,  6'4"  168 
lbs,  hung,  hairy,  circumcized,  wants  to  hear  from 
guys  18-35,  anywhere,  who  get  off  on  well-worn 
sneakers,  Converse,  Nike,  etc,  Kodiak  boots,  sweat- 
sox,  woolen  sox,  jockstraps,  gym  gear,  underwear, 
etc.  Will  buy  your  well-worn  Nikes,  etc.  Photo  gets 
mine.  All  answered.  Drawer  E579. 


NOVA  SCOTIA 


ALTERNATE  LIFESTYLE 

GAY  COUPLE  24/30,  Cape  Breton  NS  seek  male 
live-in  or  ?  companion  under  35.  Must  appreciate 
farm  lifestyle/winter  isolation.  Will  supply 
Room  /Board  /occasional  labour.  Own  income  an 
asset.  Try  us.  Photo/introductory  letter  appreciated. 
Let  us  know  what  you're  looking  for.  Drawer  E572. 

29-YEAR-OLD  MALE  between  Digby  and  Yar- 
mouth.  Not  into  heavy  sex  but  likes  male  companion 
for  good  clean  fun.  Cuddling  and  conversation  my 
specialty.  Quick  meeting  possible.  Drawer  E260. 

PRINCE  EDWARD  ISLAND 

BARE  BOTTOM  CANING  and  paddling  of  guys: 

Privately  made  videotapes  available  and  for  ex- 
change. Write  for  mora  Information:  Drawer  E639. 


MODELS/ESCORTS 


TORONTO 


TORONTO  ESCORTS  &  MODELS 
FULFILL  YOUR  FANTASIES.  Lean  muscular  26, 
5*11"  170  lbs,  masculine,  clean  cut-man  available  as 
escort  and/or  model.  Call  Rick:  653-2115. 

HANDSOME,  TWENTY-YEAR-OLD  model  and 
personal  escort  available.  Write  Dale  C. ,  Box  83 1 ,  Stn 
F,  Toronto  ON  M4Y  2N7. 

BODYBUILDERS  or  trim,  muscular  men  wanted  by 
amateur  photographer  for  physique  photos.  PO  Box 
56,  Buffalo,  NY  14201  USA. 

CREAM  OFTHE  CROP.  When  only  the  best  will  do. 
Competent  model,  masseur  and  friend.  Paul, 
698-8585. 

BRIGHT,  ATTRACTIVE  STUDENT,  21,  discreet, 
versatile  and  youthful,  seeks  position  as  personal 
escort.  Steve,  961-4680. 

HANDSOME  MODEL/ESCORT  under  25  required 
by  attractive  professional  male,  thirties,  for  regular 
encounters.  Prefer  student  type.  Totally  confidential. 
Photo  please.  Box  211,  Kitchener  ON  N2G  3X9. 

Sophisticated,  Intelligent,  Professional  male 
available  for  personal  escort  assignments.  Call 
360-6183  for  appointment. 

HANDSOME,  MUSCULAR  MALE  available  as 
model  or  escort.  Out-of-towners  most  welcome.  Call 
Dawson  to  set  something  up.  (416)  921-2462. 

LEAN,  MUSCULAR  MALE  with  private  gym 
available  as  work-out  coach  or  model.  Lee,  92 1  -2462. 

BOLD  GWM,  29,  fun,  versatile,  available  as  escort. 
482-6621.  JB.  ' 


PRISONERS 


A  NOTE  to  prisoners  who  wish  to  have  pen  pals  — 
Metropolitan  Community  Church  is  offering  a  pen- 
pal service  to  men  and  women  prisoners  through  the 
church's  prison  ministry.  Prison  Ministry,  730  Bath- 
urst  St,  Toronto,  ON  M5S  2R4. 

GAYS  AND  YOUNG  PRISONERS  threatened  with 
sexual  exploitation,  in  institutions  everywhere,  bene- 
fit from  the  work  of  The  Prometheus  Foundation, 
which  also  protects  gays  in  society  from  rip-offs  by 
unscrupulous  inmates.  For  information  on  the  Pen 
Pal  Group  and  other  vital  programmes,  and  a  copy  of 
FIRE!,  the  Foundation's  newsletter,  send  SASE  to: 
Prometheus,  Box  12954,  Pittsburgh,  PA  15241. 

LEFT  BANK  BOOKS  sponsors  a  Books  For  Prisoners 
project.  Through  donations  and  a  postage  grant  we  are 
able  to  send  free  miscellaneous  books  to  inmates  every- 
where, (provided  an  institution  allows  them).  We  offer 
special  order  books  at  cost  (usually  35-40%  off).  Pris- 
oners and  other  interested  persons  should  write:  Books 
For  Prisoners,  Box  A,  92  Pike  St,  Seattle,  WA  98101 . 


FEMALE 


SHY  YOUNG  LESBIAN  being  held  prisoner  in 
Nevada.  23,  5'4"  115  lbs,  blonde,  attractive, 
"femme."  Being  released  soon,  will  relocate  for  the 
right  woman.  Seeks  friendship,  possible  relationship. 
Lonely  and  have  no  one  who  cares.  If  you'd  care  to 
share  the  beautiful  things  in  life  with  me,  please  write. 
I  have  lots  of  love  in  my  heart!  Send  photo  and  phone 
in  first  letter.  A  Atkinson,  Box  607,  NWCC,  Carson 
City,  NV  89701. 


MALE 


GAY  MALE,  28,  very  mature,  honest  and  sincere, 
open-minded.  5'9"  145  lbs,  brown  hair  and  eyes. 
Jerome  A  King,  1 1 180  (7-2A)  Box  30,  Pendleton,  IN 
46064. 

GM,  22,  BLOND/BROWN.  6'1"  168  lbs,  ex-model 
wishes  pen-pals.  Billy  Edwards  (159205)  Box  779, 
Marquette  MI  49855. 

I  AM  A  VERY  LONELY  MAN  and  I've  no-one  to 
correspond  with.  Please  write.  James  W  Gross 
174-708  Box  45699,  Lucasville  OH  45699-0001 . 

I  HAVE  VERY  LITTLE  CONTACT  with  the  outside 
world.  I  will  answer  every  letter  that  I  receive  with  a 
prompt  reply.  I  am  a  white  male  age  27.  I  have  many 
interests.  Kevin  Lorenze  158-323,  Box  69,  London 
OH  43140. 

LONELY  HOT  BLOODED  HOMOSEXUAL, 
wishing  to  correspond  with  the  same;  5'tall,  blonde 
hair,  blue  eyes,  105  lbs.  Robert  LSkagerberg.  124396. 
PO  BOX  97,  McAlester,  OK  74501 

I'M  A  LONER  BY  CHOICE,  but  also  a  romantic.  26, 

5'  11"  1 54  lbs,  black  hair  and  blue  eyes.  Seeking  some- 
one to  share  a  relationship  with.  Associate  degree  in 
business  and  hair  styling  license.  LarrvCash,  150-946, 
PO  Box  45699,  Lucasville.  OH,  45699 

YOUNG  MINDED,  very  affectionate,  searching  for 
a  man  who  is  looking  for  an  honest,  truthful,  open 
relationship,  and  the  high  priest  of  truth.  I  don't 
drink  or  do  drugs.  Wayne  Musacchia, 
83A05IO-H-5-29.Dannemora.  NY  12929 


OTHER 


GAY  COURTWATCH  General  court  information, 
lawyer  referrals,  crisis  referrals,  support  Mvicei  It 
you  have  been  arrested  or  need  assistance  with  the 
court  svMcm  lca\c  a  mange  •"  room  137,  Old  QtJ 

Hall  or  call  362  6928  or  961-8046  We  are  here  to  help 
you. 

WVNIIO  IWODRAWl'R  oi  four-drawn  tiling 
cabinet,  legal  size,  here  at  Ihc  Bod)  Politic  We'll 
come  and  pick  it  up  (.all  '64  6330  and  wk  tor 
<  icrald 
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ALEXANDER'S 

A  SMALL,  TROPICAL 

STYLISH  GUESTHOUSE 

1118  FLEMING,  KEY  WEST,  FL  33040 

305-294-9919 


Key  West's  Newest, 

Most  Elegant  Concept 

In  Accommodations. 


d£&B% 


%?hTvv* 


Fully  Furnished  Townhouses  In 
A  Secluded  Garden  Setting. 

Summer  Special 
3  Days  /  2  Nights 

$129-00* 

*Double  occupancy  excluding  holidays. 

For  info:  Joseph  McClung   (505)  2°4-4427 
921  Center  Street    Key  West,  Florida  ?)040 


24  comfortable  rooms  enclosed 
in  the  heart  of  Old  Town  Key  West. 

RATES  AND  RESERVATIONS 
CALL  TOLL  FREE 

(800)  327-4837 

in  FLORIDA  (305)  294-5188 

The  Friendly  place  to  stay! 

Jacuzzi  •  Exercise  area 
Nude  deck  •  Heated  pool 
Poolside  cafe  serving  serving 

breakfast  and  lunch 
Weekend  cocktail 

parties 
Color  TV. 
AC 


KEY  WEST 


CLUB  KEY  WEST 


COMPARE  SERVICES  &  FACILITIES 


RATES  FROM  $17.00 


•  Guestrooms  with  TV,  overhead 
fans  or  air  conditioning  plus  private 
phone. 

•  Our  spa  includes  steam  room,  tropi 
cal  pool  &  whirlpool,  exercise  gym. 
club  cafe,  and  nude  sunbathing. 

•  Walking  or  cycling  distance  to  all 
beaches,  bars,  discos  in  old  town 

305/294-5239 

621  TRUMAN  AVE., 

KEY  WEST,  FL  33040-3299 

Pr.ces,  Services  &  Facilities  subiecl  to 
change  without  notice 


LODGING  8c  BATHS 

Legal  ID  required  tor  Club  Bath  Chain  Membership 


Ash  us  far  u  free  KEY  WEST  BUSINESS  GUILD  DIRECTORY 


SUMMER  RATES 
START  AT  $25 
(Single  or  Double) 

NEW  renovated  guestrooms  with  A/C. 

NEW  balconies  and  sundecks. 

NEW  larger  poolside  efficiency  units 

with  two  double  beds. 

NFAV  tropical  Jacuzzi  setting 

Giant  swimming  pool.  Cafe 

Bikefleet.  Fxercise  room.  Sauna. 

TV  Lounge.  A  COMPLETE  RESORT 


House 


llS9Fl.EMI.NCi  STREET  KEY  WEST 
FLORIDA  33040  •  (305)  294-6284 


/       Our  accommodations  art  firsT  I-                               .*'   ••*<        ^J  JZjf'i 

rate.  Individually  decorated          V.    V.     .  ■-<    V     /.V-'     \%  "'""Jv^r 

rooms,  each  with  cblor  TV,    '  t.       "             1W|L    '^    -.-  ■  ry*^&J>'-  ^i* 

AC.  refrigerator,  phone  and       .1      ._■                  '-•  -  K     .  J       > i*"  ^V* 

^    ceiling  fans.  Heated  pool.           *wm*^*  "•■*"•  »*■««•   •  .  «•"/   **S    " 

Key  Lodge  Mo*W^liXSiKY  WEST  _  '•■ 

Key  Lodge  is  a  little  different.    ^*^rv           We're  in  the  heart,  of  OUITown  .t  \  '/. 
The  environment  is  friendly  1         ^*  V^peJ  private,    the  company,  rfUxed... 


..    riiriw-—  ■liimVT 


a  guest  house  in  the  heart  of  fun  and 
frolic  in  old  town  Key  West    You'll 
Cn©  never  want  to  leave        We  didn't' 

JO©S  Philip  and  Michael 

kptj  iiif^-h         Send  for  our  color  brochure 
521-F  United  St    Kev  West  33040  (3051  296-7467 


Cypress  House 


■  a  great  guest  house" 
—  The  Advocate 


Come  celebrate  our  6th  season  with  us! 
Celebrate  your  lifestyle,  anniversary, 
or  just  get  away  from  it  all  at 
carefree,  romantic  Cypress  House. 
•  Spotless  housekeeping  •  Tropical 
pool  &  gardens  •  Large  A/C  rooms  • 
Daily  breakfast  &  social  hours  • 
Ideally  located  a  block  from  busy 
Duval  Street  •  Ask  anyone  who's 
been  to  Key  West  about  us,  then  call 
or  write  for  poster-brochure  or  reser- 
vations: (305)  294-6969 
601C  Caroline  Street,  Key  West,  FL  33040 


Just  for  the 
Charm  of  it.  . 


UTtlCCS 


Secluded  Tropical  Orchid  Garden 
Setting,  Sundecks,  Lounge  and  Pool. 

Come  as  a  GUEST, 
Leave  as  a  FRIEND. 

725  White  St.  (at  Petronia) 

Key  West,  Florida  33040 

(305)  294-7381 


KEY  WEST 


COCONUT  GROVE 


GUESTHOUSE 


Panoramic  Rooftop  Sundecks 

Secluded  Wood  Decked  Pool 

Relaxed  Hospitality 

Tropical  Elegance 

817  Fleming  •  Key  West,  Florida  33040 

(305)296-5107 
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Phil  Shaw  heads  back  to  the  gym  to  work  out  a  love /hate  relationship  with  his  favourite  oppressor: 


"I  hated  phys  ed  in  high  school.1 

Many  people  say  that.  I'm  one  of 
them.  I  was  never  as  bad  as  the  friend 
who  ended  up  simply  ignoring  the  gym 
teacher's  commands  and  who  finally 
came  to  class  without  changing  into 
T-shirt,  shorts  or  sneakers  —  no  excuses, 
either.  I  toed  the  line,  but  inside  I  al- 
ways felt  embarrassed  and  hateful. 

My  friend  is  flabby  and  fleshy  now. 
His  body  begs  for  heart  problems.  Mine 
doesn't.  For  the  first  time  in  my  life,  I'm 
in  shape,  here  on  the  brink  of  my  thir- 
ties. I've  found  my  way  back  into  the 
gym  —  I  lift  weights.  Getting  there  had 
to  do  with  my  maturation  as  a  man,  but 
the  surprising  thing  is  that  it's  also  inex- 
tricably linked  to  my  self-definition  as  a 
gay  man.  The  wimp  now  has  a  bod. 
Sissyhood  is  powerful.  How  did  this 
happen?  Maybe  I  should  take  a  look 
back. 

The  thing  I  hated  about  phys  ed  was 
the  sense  of  competition.  Never  mind  a 
personal  development  angle,  which 
might  arise  from  some  half-baked  at- 
tempt at  self-discovery.  Give  thought  to 
gym  class?  Give  me  a  break.  It  was  all 
mindless  body-bashing,  tests  of 
strength,  school  spirit  and  football 
heroes. 

Face  it:  I  was  skinny,  weak  and  a 
klutz.  My  poor  hand-eye  coordination 
accounted  for  the  klutziness,  but  no  one 
identified  that.  If  they  had,  it  might  have 
been  a  relief  to  us  all.  "Look,"  they 
might  have  said,  "it's  not  that  he  can't 
do  it,  it's  that  his  body  won't."  I  was  no 
success  on  the  gym  floor,  and  since  high 
school  revolved  around  the  search  for 
success,  I  went  off  to  find  it  elsewhere. 
My  prestige  came  from  brainwork  (only 
the  health  exams  saved  me  from  total  ig- 
nominy in  phys  ed),  front  blinding  suc- 
cess as  an  assignment-writer,  exam-taker 
and  teacher-pleaser,  from  work  on  the 
student  newspaper  and  student  govern- 
ment. Eventually,  it  led  to  success  at 
standing  up  to  the  principal.  I  got  angry 
at  the  system  and  its  mouthpieces  while 
the  jocks  worked  out  their  anger  on  the 
playing  fields. 

And  it  was  how  they  worked  it  out 
there  that  really  scared  me  off  phys  ed. 
It  wasn't  just  the  brutal  excesses  of  foot- 
ball or  soccer,  but  how  deranged  all  the 
aggression  seemed  to  be.  There  I  was, 
trying  to  get  a  fix  on  how  things  should 
be,  and  those  guys  were  tearing  away  at 
each  other  like  Visigoths.  Fuck  the 
civilized  rules  of  math,  literature  and 
politics!  Bring  on  the  slaughter!  They 
were  frustrated,  wild-eyed  beasts.  In 
phys  ed,  they  got  to  let  go,  but  control 
was  what  I  was  looking  for.  I  hated  their 
"solution"  —  and  I  envied  it. 

It  took  a  long  time  to  get  the  stupid 
claws  of  phys  ed  out  of  my  back .  What 
finally  pried  them  out  was  necessity. 
Once,  in  my  mid-twenties,  I  had  to  re- 
sort to  a  job  as  a  busboy  in  an  "industri- 
al" restaurant,  one  committed  to  selling 
its  "concept"  and  to  turning  over  its  cli- 
entele really  fast.  We  bussers  had  to  be 
very  quick,  and  the  trays  we  carried  were 
very  heavy.  Working  there  required  a 
pre-game  warm-up.  I  had  no  barbells  at 
home  —  they  came  later.  Instead,  I  took 
to  pumping  this  very  typewriter  on 


which  I'm  tapping  out  this  story.  It's  a 
second-hand  1950s  model  Royal,  very 
durable,  very  sturdy,  and  very  heavy, 
weighing  in  at  fifteen  or  twenty  pounds. 
Lots  of  stories  emerged  from  my  time  at 
the  restaurant,  but  the  one  about  pump- 
ing my  typewriter  was  the  best.  I  got  a 
few  good  laughs  out  of  it,  but  at  the 
same  time  —  and  much  faster  than  I'd 
expected  —  I  got  good  biceps,  too.  Here 
was  something  phys-ed-like  that  not 
only  I  could  do,  but  that  got  visible  re- 
sults, and  fast.  Alllll-riiight! 

As  I  said,  barbells  came  later.  In  fact, 
they  came  from  my  lover.  He  wasn't 
using  them,  so  he  passed  a  couple  over 
to  me.  It  was  right  for  him  to  do  so  —  he 
was  giving  me  a  sense  of  my  body  in 
other  ways  anyway.  Due  to  him,  I  saw 
my  body  emerge  as  an  instrument  of 
pleasure  and  strength,  and  myself  as  a 
man  and  gay. 

Just  before  that,  jogging  had  hit  its 
first  peak  as  a  popular  pursuit.  The 
federal  government's  proof  of  Canadi- 


ans' low  status  in  the  health  rankings  of 
the  western  world  was  having  its  impact, 
and  it  took  only  the  American  fitness 
rage  to  kick  us  all  back  into  the  gym  in  a 
blaze  of  racquetball,  tennis  and,  perhaps 
most  of  all,  weightlifting. 

That  was  mainstream  culture,  of 
course,  but  the  margin  —  our  margin, 
the  culture  of  homosexuals  —  was  up  V 
at  'em,  too.  Had  been  for  a  while,  actu- 
ally. With  the  swelling  of  gay  pride  and 
the  need  for  self-defence,  gay  men  had 
headed  back  into  the  gym  even  before 
the  hets  did.  The  clone  look  thrived  on 
pumped  iron,  right  butch?  Being  a  die- 
hard trendy,  I  recognized  a  trend  when  I 
saw  one.  My  lover  introduced  me  to 
Nautilus  and  there  I've  stayed.  T-shirts 
size  small  are  a  thing  of  the  past.  And 
there's  no  stopping  me. 

But  now  that  I'm  back  at  the  physical, 
what  have  I  got?  Not  an  entirely  new  at- 
titude toward  competition  and  achieve- 
ment, that's  for  sure.  I  shout  long  and 
hard  about  the  glories  of  testing  oneself 


on  weight  machines,  but  I  still  pale  when 
up-braided  by  a  trainer  from  the  gym's 
staff.  On  the  other  hand,  my  sense  of 
self-esteem  and  poise  is  definitely  up, 
and  that's  strength  I  can  work  from.  I 
don't  have  any  problem  traipsing 
around  the  locker  room  naked  from 
those  once-feared  showers.  Here  in  one 
of  the  war-rooms  of  heterosexuality,  I,  a 
gay  man,  get  to  check  out  lots  of  other 
men  —  many  of  them  gay,  too.  This  is 
much  better  than  a  dark  bathhouse;  I 
like  to  watch. 

But  there's  one  more  thing  I  know 
I've  gotten  out  of  all  this:  a  raging  fetish, 
and  a  very  sexual  one.  It's  something 
I've  been  reluctant  to  put  into  words;  a 
fetish  is  magical,  and  to  rationalize  it  is 
to  steal  some  of  its  power,  I  think.  But, 
in  the  simplest  terms,  my  fetish  is  this:  I 
love  gym  clothes  and  the  way  they  fit  the 
bodies  in  them.  Gym  clothes  spark  my 
desire.  Nakedness  is  fine,  but  it's  the 
closeness  to  nakedness  that  creates  the 
tension.  A  white  athletic  singlet  defines 
the  chest  in  a  way  total  nakedness  can't. 
Hard  nipples  push  against  material;  un- 
covered, they  lose  some  force.  And  it's 
breathtaking  to  see  cock-and-balls  swish 
back  and  forth  inside  a  pair  of  light 
polycotton  running  shorts.  It's  just  not 
the  same  having  a  naked  set  in  front  of 
you.  (That's  something,  but  not  the 
same  something.) 

I  guess  that's  been  an  undercurrent  to 
my  love  /hate  relationship  to  phys  ed  all 
along.  I  think  back  on  how  my  buddy 
Bruce  could  explode  in  the  gym  playing 
floor  hockey,  running  and  twisting, 
bashing  his  way  from  one  end  to  the 
other.  That  was  how  he  got  it  all  out, 
where  he  excelled,  where  he  got  recogni- 
tion, and  I  know  I  loved  him  for  it. 
Looked  good,  too.  From  year  to  year  his 
blond,  curly  locks  just  got  lovelier  and 
lovelier,  trailing  down  like  Roger 
Daltrey's.  He  got  lots  more  humorous, 
too,  always  flashing  those  pearly  whites. 
Hair  and  smile  combined  with  his  well- 
defined  body  in  his  wonderful  gym 
clothes  to  make  an  outstandingly  attrac- 
tive package.  He  knew  it,  too,  but  not 
with  the  drop-dead  haughtiness  of  some 
Adonises.  He  just  did  his  weights, 
played  his  games,  got  his  tan,  wore  his 
white  tank-top  and  fucked  Sandy,  his 
girlfriend. 

I'm  so  pleased  his  name  was  Bruce. 
My  first  crush!  What  a  cliche  —  a  guy 
named  Bruce! 

So,  I  acknowledge  the  hold  The  Jock 
has  had  on  me  all  along.  I  hated  what  He 
stood  for  and  His  style  of  accomplish- 
ment, but  I  envied  it  and  sought  it,  too. 
He  got  me  by  the  balls  and  —  it  ends  up 
—  I  like  his  hand  there.  He  was  (and 
might  still  be)  my  Oppressor  —  now  He 
preys  on  my  mind  as  a  sexual  symbol. 
See  Him  there  in  the  photo,  so  muscled, 
so  cocksure,  so  alluring. 

It  rankles  me  that  1  harbour  a  fctisluV 
tic  love  for  what  1  once  loathed.  But  I've 
worked  my  own  way  back  to  Him,  and 
have  got  there  almost  entirely  on  my 
own  terms,  ones  that  include  my  body, 
my  sense  of  achievement  and,  espetiall)  . 
my  sexuality.  I'm  still  working  out  those 
terms,  but  I  keep  getting  closer  ever) 
day,  and  someday  soon  it'll  be  me  WTCS 
tling  The  Jock  to  the  mat . 

I've  got  a  hard-on  in  expectation. D 
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